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A man named Anton
Roman, formerly of Ba-
varia, arrived in Califor-
nia in 1849 and settled at
Shasta in 1850. He worked
at the nearby placer mines
earning his fortune, also
mining on the Trinity and
Klamath rivers.

Roman was a well-ed-
ucated person who loved
to read and he dreamed of
establishing a bookstore
to share his passion for
books. His dream became
areality in 1851 when he es-
tablished Roman’s Books
in Shasta.

On June 14, 1853, a fire
turned Shasta’s business
district to ashes within 33
minutes from the start of
the fire. The fire started
about 5 p.m. in the Parker
House and it was a major
loss to the entire commu-
nity. Roman lost a total of
$4,000 worth of inventory
that night. Although the
fire was devastating, even-
tually Roman recovered.

Two years later, Roman
re-established his store
as the Shasta Book Store
in a brand new fireproof
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This sign marks the historic site of the Callaghan’s Block in Shasta. The Shasta Book Store

owned and operated by Anton Roman would have been one of three stores located on this lot
inside Callaghan’s Block. The sign was placed by the Shasta State Historic Park. This photo-
graph was taken on May 26, 2016.

website, it states: “Books
Inc’s origin dates back to
the Gold Rush days of 1851
when Anton Roman struck
it rich in Shasta, Califor-
nia, and set himself up in
business selling books.
That small bookstore

was moved, bought, sold,
burned, rebuilt, renamed
and became Books Inc., as
we know it today in 1946.”
That’s quite an achieve-
ment for California’s oldest
bookseller, which includes
a Shasta connection. There

is a timeline on the website,
as well, which documents
every change the business
experienced since being
founded by Roman.

Jeremy Tuggle works at the
Shasta Historical Society.



