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ENDORSE READING

By David Levithan 
You may think it would be easiest for me to endorse reading as an 
author — after all, I want you to read my books, no? (The new one, 
Two Boys Kissing, is out at the end of August. Hint.) But really, when 
I think of endorsing reading, I think of doing it in one of my other 
roles. For example, as proud as I am of my own work, I am equally 
proud of the work I edit, by authors who continually astound with 
the paths their words take. Look no further than the works of, 
say, Natalie Standiford. Her YA novel How To Say Goodbye In Robot is 
the best indie movie you’ll ever read. Her middle-grade novel The 
Secret Tree manages to be both sweet and honest — not an easy 
thing to pull off, in books or in life. And her new YA novel, The Boy 
On The Bridge, takes her someplace completely different — namely 
1980s Russia, where an American student falls in love … with con-
sequences that go far beyond a girl-meets-boy story. I love authors 
who change it up every time they write a novel — Natalie is just 
one of the many I work with. But lest you think this endorsement 
is too biased (read Natalie’s books and you’ll see it’s not), I will then 
endorse reading as … well, a reader. I just finished Lauren Myracle’s 
The Infinite Moment Of Us and feel like I just spent a few hours living in 
two teenager’s lives — that’s what a great book can do. In this case, 
it was a honest story about love and its complications, and about 
how damn hard love can be — and how crazysexyintense it can be, 
too. (It’s a nice companion to Rainbow Rowell’s also awesome Eleanor 
And Park, which is also clear-sighted about love, albeit in a different 
way). I wouldn’t say that I read for truths, but I always love it when 
I stumble upon them. Which is to say … I guess I love reading for 
the same reasons I love life. Because you get to meet new words, 
new voices, new ideas, new ways of seeing the things that you see 
everyday — as well as things you will never, ever get to see (like, 
say Hogwarts.) I endorse reading because I am amazed by the wiz-
ardry-alchemy-harvesting that goes into writing, and how that can 
translate in the reader’s mind into meaning … or diversion. I endorse 
reading because sometimes my mind likes to unplug from the world 
and plug instead into a story, so it can conjure rather than reply all. 
To riff on Lauren’s title — there are, indeed, 
infinite moments of us. It’s nice, from time to 
time, to hold a few up to the light, to examine 
them and, through that, examine ourselves. 
At our own pace, and in our own time. 

That’s certainly worth endorsing. 

David Levithan’s new book Two Boys Kissing 
is on sale now!
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for the absolute latest 

event information!

On Tuesday, September 17 at Books Inc. Burlingame (7pm), Wednesday, September 18 at Books Inc. Laurel Vil-
lage (6:30pm) and Thursday, September 19 at Books Inc. Berkeley (7pm) we will be hosting Educator Appreciation 
Nights, replete with educator discounts, refreshments and presentations on COMMON CORE and how Books Inc. 
can help you! If you are interested in attending this free event, please RSVP to rsvp@booksinc.net with your name, 
the grade level you teach, and which presentation you plan on attending.

We will conclude Teacher Appreciation week with a special event at Books Inc. in Alameda on Friday, Sep-
tember 20 from 5-9pm featuring a discussion on bullying with Malamud Ozer & editors of A Student Guide to 
Health: Volumes 3-5, Ashanti Branch, Executive Director of the Forever Forward Foundation, and Gene Kahane & 
Dexter Moore, educators at Alameda’s Encinal High School.

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK AT BOOKS INC.

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
September 17 · 7:00 PM
Books Inc. in Berkeley 

Humanitarian, former journalist, 
and founder of the Global Enrich-
ment Foundation, Amanda Lindhout 
shares her searing and vivid story 
of being kidnapped by masked 
men in Somalia and held hostage 
for 460 days with her suspenseful, 
and artfully written memoir,  
A House in the Sky.

 September 22 · 2:00 PM
Books Inc. in the Marina

Books Inc. proudly presents brunch 
with national bestselling novel-
ists celebrating their latest books, 
John Searles, author of Help for the 
Haunted,  Joyce Maynard, author of 
After Her, and Tom Barbash, author 
of Stay up with Me. Come hungry! Le 
Mariais Bakery will kindly supply 
the pastries, and there will be plenty 
of champagne, orange juice, and 
coffee to accompany this delightful 
afternoon.

September 27 · 7:00 PM
Books Inc. in Opera Plaza

Books Inc. proudly presents winner of 
the National Book Critics Circle Award 
for Fiction, and New York Times 
bestselling author, Jonathan Lethem, 
celebrating the paperback release of 
the brilliantly constructed novel, Dis-
sident Gardens. But wait, there’s more. 
. . To make this event as awesome as it 
deserves to be we proudly present an 
in-conversation between Mr. Lethem 
and international bestselling author, 
Daniel Handler, author of Adverbs, The 
Dark, 13 Words, among many others.



Burial Rites by Hannah Kent
Inspired by a true story in 1829 Iceland, Han-
nah Kent brings to vivid life the story of Agnes, 
who, charged with the brutal murder of her 
former master, is sent to an isolated farm to 
await execution. Horrifi ed at the prospect of 

housing a convicted murderer, the family at fi rst avoids 
Agnes. Only Toti, a priest, seeks to understand her. But as 
Agnes’s death looms, the farmer’s wife and their daughters 
learn there is another side to the sensational story they’ve 
heard. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

The Maid’s Version
by Daniel Woodrell
Missouri, 1929 - When her younger sister is 
killed in an explosion at the local dance hall, 
Alma DeGeer Dunahew becomes determined 
to uncover whether it was intentional, or acci-

dental. Her dogged pursuit of justice makes her an outcast 
and causes a long-standing rift with her own son. By telling 
her story to her grandson, she fi nally gains some solace. He 
is advised to “Tell it. Go on and tell it”-tell the story of his 
family’s struggles, suspicions, secrets, and triumphs. AVAIL-
ABLE SEPTEMBER 3RD

Hawthorn & Child
by Keith Ridgway
Hawthorn and Child are mid-ranking detec-
tives tasked with fi nding signifi cance in the 
scattered facts. They appear and disappear in 
the fragments of this book along with a ghost 

car, a crime boss, a pick-pocket, a dead racing driver and 
a pack of wolves. The mysteries are everywhere, but the 
biggest of all is our mysterious compulsion to solve them. 
Hawthorn & Child is a mind-blowing adventure into a liter-
ary fourth dimension: part noir, part London snapshot, all 
unsettlingly amazing. AVAILABLE NOW

The Gallery of Vanished 
Husbands by Natasha Solomons
London, 1958 - It’s the eve of the sexual revolu-
tion, but in Juliet Montague’s conservative 
Jewish community, she fi nds herself a living 
widow, invisible. Ever since her husband 

disappeared seven years ago, Juliet has been a hardwork-
ing single mother of two and unnaturally practical. But on 
her thirtieth birthday, that’s all about to change. A wealthy 
young artist asks to paint her portrait, and Juliet, moved by 
the powerful desire to be seen, enters into the burgeoning 
art world of 1960s London. AVAILABLE NOW

Stay Up with Me 
by Tom Barbash
The stories in Tom Barbash’s wondrous and 
evocative collection explore the myriad ways 
we try to connect with one another and with 
the sometimes cruel world around us. In the 

tradition of classic story writers like John Cheever and 
Tobias Wolff, Barbash laces his narratives with sharp 
humor, psychological acuity, and pathos, creating deeply 
resonant and engaging stories that pierce the heart and lin-
ger in the imagination. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

The Bone Season
by Samantha Shannon
The year 2059 - Several major world cities are 
under the control of a security force called 
Scion. Paige Mahoney works in the criminal 
underworld of Scion London. The work she does 

is unusual: scouting for information by breaking into others’ 
minds. Paige is a dreamwalker, a rare kind of clairvoyant, and 
in this world, the voyants commit treason simply by breath-
ing. But when Paige is captured and arrested, she encounters 
a power more sinister even than Scion. AVAILABLE NOW

Duplex by Kathryn Davis
Mary and Eddie are meant for each other — 
but love is no guarantee in these suburbs. Like 
all children, they exist in an eternal present. 
Soon a sorcerer’s car will speed down Mary’s 
street, and as past and future fold into each 

other, her girlhood will close forever. Beyond is adulthood, 
a world of robots and sorcerers, slaves and masters, bodies 
without souls. Once you enter the duplex — that magical 
hinge between past and future — there’s no telling where 
you might come out. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER, 3RD

Someone by Alice McDermott
Scattered recollections — of childhood, adoles-
cence, motherhood, old age — come together in 
this transformative narrative. Our fi rst glimpse 
of Marie is as a child: a girl waiting on a Brook-
lyn stoop for her beloved father to come home 

from work. A seemingly innocuous encounter with a young 
woman named Pegeen sets the bittersweet tone. This is 
a novel that speaks of life as it is daily lived; a crowning 
achievement by one of the fi nest American writers at work 
today. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

Local Souls by Allan Gurganus
Through memorable language and bawdy 
humor, Gurganus returns to his mythological 
Falls, North Carolina, home of Widow. This 
fi rst work in a decade offers three novellas 
mirroring todays face-lifted South, a zone 

revolutionized around freer sexuality, looser family ties, 
and superior telecommunications, yet it celebrates those 
locals who have chosen to stay local. In doing so, Local Souls 
uncovers certain old habits — adultery, incest, obsession 
— still very much alive in our New South. AVAILABLE NOW

The Childhood of Jesus
by J.M. Coetzee
Separated from his mother as a passenger on a 
boat bound for a new land, David is a boy who 
is quite literally adrift when Simon, a fellow 
passenger, vows to help him fi nd his mother. 

“But after we fi nd her,” David asks, “what are we here for?” 
An eerie allegorical tale told largely through dialogue, The 
Childhood of Jesus is a literary feat — a novel of ideas that is 
also a tender, compelling narrative. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 
3RD

The Woman Who Lost Her 
Soul by Bob Shacochis
When humanitarian lawyer Tom Harrington 
travels to Haiti to investigate the murder of 
a photojournalist, he is confronted with a 
dangerous landscape riddled with poverty, 

corruption, and voodoo. It’s the late 1990s, a time of brutal 
guerrilla warfare, and everyone has secrets. The journalist, 
whom he knew years before as Jackie Scott, had a bigger 
investment in Haiti than it seemed, and to make sense of 
her death, Tom must plunge back into a thorny past and his 
complicated ties. AVAILABLE NOW

Alex by Pierre Lemaitre
Alex Prevost — kidnapped, savagely beaten, 
suspended from the ceiling of an abandoned 
warehouse in a tiny wooden cage — is running 
out of time. Her abductor appears to want only 
to watch her die. Apart from a shaky eyewit-

ness report of the abduction, Police Commandant Camille 
Verhoeven has nothing to go on. The diminutive and bril-
liant detective knows from bitter experience the urgency of 
fi nding the missing woman as quickly as possible — but fi rst 
he must understand more about her. AVAILABLE SEPTEM-
BER 3RD

Claire of the Sea Light
by Edwidge Danticat
Ville Rose, Haiti — Claire Limye Lanme’s 
mother died in childbirth, and on the eve of 
her seventh birthday Claire’s father, Nozias, 
makes the wrenching decision to give her to 

a local shopkeeper to give her a better life. But Claire has 
disappeared, and As Nozias and others look for her, pain-
ful secrets, haunting memories, and startling truths are 
unearthed among the community of men and women whose 
individual stories connect to Claire, to her parents, and to 
the town itself. AVAILABLE NOW

Enon by Paul Harding
Follow a year in the life of Charlie Crosby 
(protagonist of Tinkers) as he tries to come 
to terms with a shattering personal tragedy. 
Grandson of George Crosby, Charlie inhabits 
the same dynamic landscape of New England, 

its seasons mirroring his turbulent emotional odyssey. 
Along the way, Charlie’s encounters are brought to life by 
his wit, his insights into history, and his yearning to under-
stand the big questions. Enon is a stunning mosaic of human 
experience. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

MaddAddam by Margaret Atwood
Combining adventure, humor, romance, superb 
storytelling, MaddAddam is a moving and dra-
matic conclusion to Atwood’s dystopian trilogy. 
Months after the Waterless Flood pandemic 
has wiped out most of humanity, Toby, Ren, 

and Amanda return to the MaddAddamite cob house. With 
their reluctant prophet, Snowman-the-Jimmy recovering 
from a debilitating fever, it’s left to Toby to preach the Craer 
theology, while dealing with cultural misunderstandings, 
terrible coffee, and her jealousy over her lover, Zeb. AVAIL-
ABLE SEPTEMBER 3RD

Night Film by Marisha Pessl
Though twenty-four year old Ashley Cordova’s 
death is ruled a suicide, veteran investigative 
journalist Scott McGrath can’t help but probe 
the strange circumstances surrounding her 
passing, and can’t avoid coming face-to-face 

with the legacy of her father: the legendary, reclusive, cult-
horror-fi lm director Stanislas Cordova. The last time he got 
close to exposing the director’s eerie and hypnotic world, 
McGrath lost his marriage and his career. This time he 
might lose even more. AVAILABLE NOW

Songs of Willow Frost
by Jamie Ford
Twelve-year-old William Eng has lived at 
Seattle’s Sacred Heart Orphanage since his 
mother’s death fi ve years ago. On his birthday 
William and the other orphans are taken to 

the Moore Theatre, where William glimpses an actress on 
the screen that he is convinced is his mother. Determined 
to prove she is still alive, William escapes with his friend 
Charlotte. The story of Willow Frost, however, is far more 
complicated than the Hollywood fantasy William sees 
onscreen. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH
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Subtle Bodies by Norman Rush
When Douglas, the ringleader of a clique of 
self-styled wits dies suddenly, his four remain-
ing friends are summoned to his estate high in 
the Catskills. Ned flies in from San Francisco, 
and is trying to discern what it was that made 

this clutch of souls his friends to begin with, before time, 
sex, work, and the brutal quirks of history shaped them into 
who they are now — and, simultaneously, to guess at what 
will come next. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

After Her by Joyce Maynard
1979 — Rachel has visions that cannot be 
helped. When young women start turning up 
dead, her father is put in charge of finding the 
murderer. As her father’s life slowly unravels, 
more women are killed, and Rachel embarks 

on her most dangerous game yet . . . using herself as bait 
to catch the killer. But rather than cracking the case, the 
consequences of Rachel’s actions will destroy her father’s 
career and alter forever the lives of everyone she loves. 
AVAILABLE NOW

The Edge of Normal
by Carla Norton
Ten years ago, twenty-two year old Reeve 
LeClaire was kidnapped and held captive. 
She’s spent the last six years trying to rebuild 
her life, with thanks largely due to her thera-

pist Dr. Ezra Lerner. But when he asks her to help another 
girl rescued from a similar situation, Reeve realizes she 
may not simply need to mentor this young victim — she 
may be the only one who can protect her from a cunning 
predator who is still out there. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 
10TH

The House of Journalists
by Tim Finch
The House of Journalists is a refuge for exiled 
writers. Julian Snowman, its founder, struggles 
to preserve this sanctuary in a hostile political 
climate as he also strives to stabilize himself. 

While the exiled fellows share their tales and seek to cap-
ture a lost sense of home, domestic writers flock to the 
house, drawn by the power of stories far beyond experience. 
Only one man manages to guard his past, the mysterious 
AA, whose secrecy ratchets up Julian’s paranoia. AVAIL-
ABLE SEPTEMBER 3RD

Lookaway, Lookaway
by Wilton Barnhardt
Jerene Jarvis Johnston and her husband Duke 
are exemplars of Charlotte, North Carolina’s 
high society. Steely and implacable, Jerene 
presides over her family’s legacy of paint-

ings at the Mint Museum; Duke, whose promising political 
career was mysteriously short-circuited, has settled into 
a comfortable semi-senescence as a Civil War re-enactor. 
This is the headlong, hilarious narrative of a family coming 
apart, a society changing beyond recognition, and an unfor-
gettable woman striving to pull it all together. AVAILABLE 
NOW

Nine Inches by Tom Perotta
Whether he’s dropping into the lives of two 
teachers — and their love lost and found — in 
“Nine Inches,” documenting the unraveling of 
a dad at a Little League game in “The Smile on 
Happy Chang’s Face,” or gently marking the 

points of connection between an old woman and a benched 
high school football player in “Senior Season,” Perrotta has 
crafted stories that are as assured in their depictions of 
characters young and old, established and unsure, as any 
written today. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

The Return by Michael Gruber
The real Richard Marder would shock his 
acquaintances, if they ever met him. Even his 
wife didn’t know the real man behind the mask. 
Then a shattering piece of news awakens 
Marder’s buried desire for vengeance, and with 

nothing left to lose, he sets off to punish the people whose 
actions, years earlier, changed his life. When Skelly, an old 
army buddy from Vietnam, shows up the two of them raise 
the stakes far beyond anything Marder could have envi-
sioned. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 3RD

A Guide for the Perplexed
by Dara Horn
Software prodigy Josie Ashkenazi has invented 
an application that records everything its 
users do. When an Egyptian library invites her 
to visit as a consultant, Josie is abducted. A 

century earlier, Solomon Schechter, a Cambridge professor 
hunting for a medieval archive, arrives in Cairo. But what 
Schechter finds, as he tracks down the remnants of a thou-
sand-year-old community’s once-vibrant life, will reveal the 
power and perils of what Josie’s ingenious work brings into 
being: a world where nothing is ever forgotten. AVAILABLE 
NOW

The Girl You Left Behind
by Jojo Moyes
France, 1916: Artist Edouard Lefevre leaves 
his young wife, Sophie, to fight at the front. 
When their small town falls to the Germans in 
the midst of World War I, Edouard’s portrait 

of Sophie draws the eye, and obsession, of the new Kom-
mandant. Almost a century later, Sophie’s portrait is given 
to Liv Halston. A chance encounter reveals the painting’s 
true worth, and a battle begins for who its legitimate owner 
is — putting Liv’s belief in what is right to the ultimate test. 
AVAILABLE NOW

The Daughters of Mars
by Thomas Keneally
In 1915, Naomi and Sally Durance, two spir-
ited Australian sisters, join the war effort as 
nurses, escaping the confines of their father’s 
farm and carrying a guilty secret with them. 

Though they are used to tending the sick, nothing could 
have prepared them for what they confront, first on a hos-
pital ship near Gallipoli, then on the Western Front. At once 
vast in scope and extraordinarily intimate, The Daughters 
of Mars brings World War I vividly to life from an uncom-
mon perspective. AVAILABLE NOW

Japantown by Barry Lancet
Jim Brodie splits his time between San Fran-
cisco antique dealings and the Tokyo-based 
private investigation firm inherited from his 
father. Called upon to decipher the lone clue 

at the scene of a murder in San Francisco’s Japantown, Jim 
recalls seeing this unique Japanese symbol at the scene of 
his wife’s death. As Brodie sets out to solve this crime he’s 
also out to learn whether his wife’s tragic death was more 
than just an accident. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 3RD

Rivers by Michael Farris Smith
Following years of catastrophic hurricanes, the 
Gulf Coast has so drastically depleted that the 
government has created the Line, a boundary 
beyond which no resources are offered. After 
his supplies have been ransacked, Cohen must 

journey from the lawless side of the Line back to civilization. 
On the road north, he encounters a colony of survivors led 
by a fanatical, snake-handling preacher named Aggie who 
has dangerous visions of repopulating the barren region. 
AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

Holy Orders by Benjamin Black
Ireland, 1950s – The Catholic Church controls 
the lives of nearly everyone, censoring newspa-
pers, defining social conventions, and keeping 
appalling crimes quiet. But when Quirke’s 
daughter Phoebe loses her close friend Jimmy 

Minor to murder, Quirke can no longer play by the Church’s 
rules. Along with Inspector Hackett, his sometime partner, 
Quirke investigates Jimmy’s death and learns just how far 
the Church and its supporters will go to protect their own 
interests. AVAILABLE NOW

Sweet Thunder by Ivan Doig
In the winter of 1920, a quirky bequest draws 
Morrie Morgan back to Butte, Montana, from 
a year-long honeymoon with his bride, Grace. 
But the mansion bestowed by a former boss 
upon the itinerant charmer promises to be 

less windfall than money pit. And the town itself, with its 
polyglot army of miners struggling to extricate themselves 
from the stranglehold of the ruthless Anaconda Copper 
Mining Company, seems — like the couple’s fast-diminishing 
finances — on the verge of implosion. AVAILABLE NOW

The Name of This Book Club Is Secret
Shhhhhhhh ... The Name of This Book Club Is Secret is holding its first meeting and you’re invited! With a variety of reads for 
the 8- to 11-year-old range, The Name of This Book Club Is Secret will read and discuss all-things-awesome at our Berke-
ley location, on the second Saturday of each month. And there is no need to rush and read something to be a part of our 
first meeting, we’re just soaking up each others’ awesomeness. So bring yourself, and we’ll provide the snacks, refresh-
ments, and fun.

Saturday, September 7 · 9:30 AM · Berkeley · 1760 Fourth Street · 510-525-7777

Follow Us  on Facebook, 
Twitter, Pinterest  

& Tumblr



3 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Former journalist, and voice of the blog 
Working Moms Break, Katrina Alcorn shares 
Maxed Out. Part memoir, part journalistic 
research, Katrina’s insights examine what it 
means to be a working mom today, and how 
to bounce back healthier, happier, and more 
productive when the pressure becomes too 
much.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents comedian 
Patton Oswalt, author of Zombie Spaceship 
Wasteland, in conversation with Paul Lancour.

4 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Take a dive into the wacky, and genius, 
mind of The Single Life blogger, Mark 
Brennan Rosenberg, sharing his hilarious, 
heartwarming (yeah right), and scandalous 
memoir Eating My Feelings: Tales of Overeat-
ing, Underperforming, and Coping with My Crazy 
Family.

6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village!  Put on your 
Jammies and join the party!  Literary 
Mamas will be here to read stories and take 
part in the fun.  Visit www.literarymama.
com for details!. 

6 7:00 PM · Mountain View · 
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Hugo and Nebula prize-winning, New York 
Times bestselling author Kim Stanley Rob-
inson shares Shaman, a powerful, thrilling, 
and vividly imagined telling of how we lived 
thirty thousand years ago, and the story of 
one young man’s thrilling and heart-break-
ing journey into adulthood.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Founding partner of the SF Bay Area Cen-
ter for Cognitive Therapy, Diplomat of the 
Academy of Cognitive Therapy, and assistant 
clinical professor at UC Berkeley, Michael A. 
Tompkins, Ph.D. shares a universal, trans-
dianostic approach to coping with anxiety, 
panic, and fear with Anxiety & Avoidance.

6:30 PM · Piedmont · Havens Elemen-
tary · Ellen Driscoll Playhouse · 325 
Highland Ave · 510-594-2699

Books Inc. and Havens Elementary School 
proudly present Annemarie O’Brien, celebrat-
ing the launch of Lara’s Gift, an engrossing 
novel set in 1910s Russia, following one 
young girl’s quest to overcome obstacles, 
both mystical and visible, to become the heir 
to her father’s prestigious borzoi dog breed-
ing Kennel.

7 11:00 AM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Oh My Gosh! Stories very proudly presents 
Angela Dominguez, sharing Santiago Stays, an 
adorable story with equally adorable illustra-
tions about one dedicated guard dog and the 
cute little boy who wants to play with him.

3:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Learn where memoirs begin in a workshop 
with National Book Award finalist Beth Keph-
art and Handling the Truth. Feel free to bring in 
the first page of a work in progress. No work? 
No problem. Work on a beginning here after 
discussing how some of the greatest memoir-
ists have gotten their starts. 

9 7:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

International bestselling author, Cathleen 
Miller shares the inspirational and dramatic 
life of women’s health and reproductive rights 
advocate, Nafis Sadik, with the engrossing and 
extensively researched, Champion of Choice. 

10 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Award-winning journalist, photographer, 
and regular contributor to The Nation, The 
Progressive, and Z, among others, David 
Bacon launches his incisive look at how free 
trade agreements and economic policies 
have led to forced immigration for Mexi-
cans, and their growing resistance against 
it, with The Right to Stay Home.

7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Join us for a soirée celebrating the launch of 
New York Times bestselling author, Laurie R. 
King’s latest thriller, The Bones of Paris. Set in 

the vibrant and sensual Paris of the Jazz Age, 
this vivid mystery reveals the darkest secrets 
of Paris’s denizens as a private investigator’s 
search for a missing girl introduces him to 
Hemingway, Man Ray, and an artist with a 
depraved way of creating his works.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Join Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ for a 
panel full of sparks, secrets, lies, love, and all 
that sizzles in between with Siobhan Vivian & 
Jenny Han, sharing Fire with Fire, Sonya Sones, 
sharing To Be Perfectly Honest, and Ellen Hop-
kins, sharing Smoke.

12 10:30 AM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Picture book power couple Erin and Philip 
Stead are joining us for story time! With A Sick 
Day for Amos McGee awarded the Caldecott 
Medal, you can expect nothing but greatness 
as Erin shares the beautifully illustrated If 
You Want to See a Whale, and Philip shares the 
charming Hello, My Name is Ruby.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Lambda Literary-award winner for Spirituality, 
Will Roscoe, shares Jesus and the Shamanic Tradi-
tion of Same-Sex Love, a passionately researched 
exploration of the history of Western religion, 
which offers a persuasive argument that mysti-
cism and gay love are powerfully connected, 
and that this connection forms a hidden tradi-
tion in the history of Western religion.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Critically acclaimed New York Times best-
selling author Gregg Hurwitz shares his latest 
gripping and masterfully written thriller, Tell 
No Lies. When one piece of misdelivered mail 
turns Daniel Brasher’s life upside down, he 
must find which way is up before an unidenti-
fied and unstoppable killer hunts him down.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Board member of the PEN/Faulkner Founda-
tion and cofounder of the D.C. Women Writers 
Group, Mary Kay Zuravleff shares the witty and 
insightful story of one families struggle to adapt 
to their father’s sudden change in behavior after 
being struck by lightning with, Man Alive!

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Books Inc. presents an in-conversation show-
casing two brilliant literary debuts packed 
with comical psychology, clouded memories, 
and the quest to uncover the truth--no mat-
ter how insane it may be--with Kevin Allardice, 
author of Any Resemblance to Actual Persons, 
and Jesse Michaels, author of Whispering Bodies.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents artist Marina 
Abramovic, in conversation with Lawrence Rinder. 

6:00 PM · SF · Marines’ Memorial Club · 
609 Sutter St · 415-673-6672

The World Affairs Council presents George 
Schultz, author of Issues on My Mind: Strate-
gies for the Future.

14 11:00 AM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Books Inc. proudly presents story time with 
Christie Matheson, sharing the interactive, 
magical, and playful picture book, Tap the 
Magic Tree. Innovative and timeless, this imagi-
native story is the perfect playtime pal for you 
and your little one any time of year.

3:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Oliver 
Potzsch, author of The Ludwig Conspiracy.

16 11:00 AM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 
California St · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Pulitzer Prize-winner 
Junot Díaz, author of This Is How You Lose Her. 

17 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

All that glitters is not gold ... Join Not Your 
Mother’s Books Club™ for a panel featuring 
journeys full of mystery and darkness, as we 
welcome Gretchen McNeil, sharing the eerie 
3:59, and Melissa De La Cruz & Michael Johnston 
sharing their fantastical collaboration, Frozen. 

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Humanitarian, former journalist, and founder 
of the Global Enrichment Foundation, Amanda 
Lindhout shares her searing and vivid story of 
being kidnapped by masked men in Somalia 
and held hostage for 460 days with her sus-
penseful, and artfully written memoir, A House 
in the Sky.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

The Peninsula Parlour presents Stegner Fel-
low, Anthony Marra discussing A Constellation 
of Vital Phenomena, in conversation with Lisen 
Stromberg. Set in a rural village in December 
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2004 Chechnya, a failed doctor harbors the 
traumatized 8-year-old daughter of a father 
abducted by Russian forces and treats a series 
of wounded rebels and refugees while explor-
ing the shared past that binds him to the child. 

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council · 312 
Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Peter C. 
Doherty, author of Pandemics: What Everyone 
Needs to Know.

18 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Linda Lambert shares her riveting novel of 
two women, separated by millennia, and 
united by an ancient codex that threatens 
the foundation of both the Christian and 
Muslim faiths, with the compelling and pow-
erfully realized The Cairo Codex.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Journalist Tom Kizzia shares the riveting 
true story of a modern-day homesteading 
family in the deepest reaches of the Alaskan 
wilderness - and of the chilling secrets of 
its maniacal, spellbinding patriarch, with 
Pilgrim’s Wilderness: A True Story of Faith and 
Madness on the Alaska Frontier.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Personal growth is one of the most hum-
bling of experiences, and knowing what to 
do following an eye-opening experience can 
be one of the most rewarding of discoveries. 
Learn the steps to the path to fulfillment 
with John K. Landre and his eye-opening 
guide, On the Way: Growth and Transcendence 
of Personal Consciousness.

19 11:00 AM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

With works that have appeared in n+1, The 
Believer, Bookforum, and the San Francisco 
Chronicle, among others, debut novelist Kath-
erine Hill shares The Violet Hour, a pitch-perfect, 
emotionally riveting story about the fractur-
ing of a marriage and a family. 

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Writer, poet, and San Francisco Spiritual Col-
umnist at examiner.com, Tosha Silver shares 
Make Me Your Own, a poetry collection that 
guides the reader ever deeper into union with 
the inner Divine Beloved. Dedicated to the 
One who patiently awaits our attention, devo-
tion. . . and longing.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Let David Mezzapelle help you find the silver 
lining to every cloud with Contagious Optimism, 
a compendium of encouragement packed real-
life examples of how to overcome personal 
hardships and lead a life full of hope.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

It is no secret boys are falling behind in 
education, with fewer young men graduat-
ing from high school and enrolling in college 
every year. Learn the easy techniques, and 
available solutions, to work with your son on 
becoming a successful lifelong learner, with 
Pam Withers sharing, Jump-Starting Boys.

20 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Turn on, tune in, and drop everything for 
a trip through hippie era Haight-Ashbury 
as Michael Castleman shares Killer Weed, an 
ingeniously plotted thriller that brings the 
underground worlds of old and new San 
Francisco vividly to life.

21 11:00 AM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Oh My Gosh! Stories very proudly presents 
Sue Fliess, sharing Robots, Robots Everywhere! 
From robots in space and the ocean, to 
the robots in our own homes, this fun and 
fascinating look at today’s real robots is fun 
reading for the whole family. 

22 2:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Books Inc. proudly presents brunch with 
national bestselling novelists celebrating their 
latest books, John Searles, author of Help for 
the Haunted,  Joyce Maynard, author of After 
Her, and Tom Barbash, author of Stay up with Me. 
Come hungry! Le Mariais Bakery will kindly 
supply the pastries, and there will be plenty of 
champagne, orange juice, and coffee to accom-
pany this delightful afternoon. 

23 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Leaders of the award-winning environmen-
tal social justice group PLATFORM, James 
Marriott & Mika Minio-Paluello, journey 
through the heart of our oil-obsessed soci-
ety to reveal the relentless drive to control 
fossil fuels, with the harrowing and power-
ful, The Oil Road.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Dara Horn, author of A Guide for 
the Perplexed, in conversation with Elizabeth Rosner.

24 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Author, theologian, and pastor of Resurrection 
Community Church in Berkeley, Reverend Byron 
Williams reflects on a year that changed everything 
and forced the nation to reconcile the notion that 
hope and hostility live in close proximity with 1963. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Terry McMil-
lan discussing her latest book, Who Asked 
You?, in conversation with Michael Krasny.

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council · 312 
Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Kenneth 
Pollack, author of Unthinkable: Iran, the Bomb, 
and American Strategy.

25 7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs 
Council · 312 Sutter St · 415-
293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Shibley Tel-
hami, author of The World Through Arab Eyes: Arab 
Public Opinion and the Reshaping of the Middle East.

26 7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 
Market St · 415-864-6777

Award-winning journalist, writer, and pro-
ducer, Stephen Jimenez shares hidden truths, 
after thirteen years of investigating, pertain-
ing to the 1998 murder of Matthew Shepard in 
Laramie, Wyoming with, The Book of Matt.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Retired Lieutenant, and former Commander 
of the Detective Division in the Bay Area, Sean 
Lynch shares his debut thriller, Wounded Prey. 
When recently retired SF Police Inspector, 
Bob Farrell, hears of the return of a brutal 
killer striking after a twenty-year break, he’s 
on the case. But Bob’s not playing by the rules 
any more than the killer is, and soon the FBI 
have both of them in their sights. . . 

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Ever wish you had the ability to create more 
time? You’re not the only one. Join us for a 
panel reading, moderated by editor Anthony 
Francis, and featuring mystical, magical, myste-
rious, and all around fantastical, visions of the 
consequences to adding more time to the clock 
with the anthology, Doorways to Extra Time.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Linda Ronstadt, 

sharing her memoir Simple Dreams: A Musical 
Memoir, in conversation with Roy Eisenhardt.

27 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Books Inc. proudly presents winner of the 
National Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction, 
and New York Times bestselling author, Jona-
than Lethem, celebrating the paperback release 
of the brilliantly constructed novel, Dissident 
Gardens. But wait, there’s more. . . To make 
this event as awesome as it deserves to be we 
proudly present an in-conversation between 
Mr. Lethem and international bestselling 
author, Daniel Handler, author of Adverbs, The 
Dark, 13 Words, among many others.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Co-founder of Shakespeare for the Masses, 
Nicole Galland, shares Godiva, her richly imagined, 
charming take on Lady Godiva’s motivation to 
ride through the streets of Coventry wearing only 
a smile, in order to lift the unfair taxation of her 
people, by her husband Leofric, Earl of Mercia.

28 3:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Time for work! Join Marcia Goldman and her 
adorable terrier, Lola, as they share Lola Goes to 
Work: A Nine-to-Five Therapy Dog. Accompanied 
by Marcia’s wonderful photographs, your little 
ones will love following Lola through her day 
as she goes through her training sessions, vis-
its schoolchildren, and cheers up friends that 
aren’t feeling their best.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Phil Canalin shares a quirky tale of family, friends, 
romance, the secret of life--and how softball goes 
hand-in-hand with it all--with the rollicking and 
nostalgic, Slow Pitch Softball: More Than Just a Game. 

29 6:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Celebrate the launch of Times They Were A-
Changing, a powerful collection of personal 
stories and poems reflecting on the ’60s and 
’70s, written by women who tell it like it was. 
Join editors Kate Farrell, Linda Joy Myers, Amber 
Lea Starfire, as contributors read their stories 
and poems about this amazing era. Join us for 
refreshments, music, and ’60s costumes. 

30 6:30 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Who else but Caldecott Honoree, David Shannon, 
could make the subject of head lice into an ador-
able, laugh-out-loud, wonderfully illustrated 
picture book? No one, that’s who. Join us for a 
very special story time as David shares Bugs in 
My Hair! Full of fun, facts, and of course those 
pesky louses, this story time is sure to have your 
little one laughing, and learning, all at once.
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Whiskerlist by Angie Bailey
Do you ever wonder what your cat does when 
you’re not home? Is your keyboard covered with 

mysterious paw prints? Well, your feline friend might be hiding 
a secret Internet addiction: whiskerslist. From cats looking to 
sell lousy pet toys, to ranting about their humans, this kitty col-
lection brings together more than 160 hilarious classified ads 
written for cats, “by” cats, revealing the inner lives of our furry 
companions like never before. AVAILABLE NOW

Three Squares by Abigail Carroll
Food historian Abigail Carroll upends the popular 
understanding of our most cherished mealtime tradi-
tions. The eating patterns and ideals we’ve inherited are 

relatively recent inventions, the products of complex social and eco-
nomic forces, as well as the efforts of ambitious inventors, scientists 
and health gurus. Whether we’re pouring ourselves a bowl of cereal, 
or congregating for a family dinner, our mealtime habits are living 
artifacts of our collective history — and represent only the latest 
stage in the evolution of the American meal. AVAILABLE NOW

Maranoia by David Rose
In November 2010, many expected California to 
become the first state to fully legalize marijuana. But 
Prop 19 was not only defeated, it was crushed, and the 

marijuana growers themselves, who launched a major campaign 
to keep their product illegal, drove the opposition. Why? To find 
out, journalist David Rose went beyond the Redwood Curtain 
of Northern California and what he discovered was not only 
eye-opening, but, at times, heart-breaking and, at other times, 
terrifying. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 3RD

No Better Time by Molly Knight Raskin
Danny Lewin was almost certainly the first victim of 9/11, 
stabbed to death at age 31 while trying to overpower the 
terrorists who would eventually fly American Flight 11 

into the World Trade Center. But ironically it was 9/11 that proved the 
ultimate test for Lewin’s vision — while phone communication failed 
and web traffic surged as never before, the critical news and govern-
ment sites that relied on Akamai — and the technology pioneered by 
Danny Lewin — remained up and running. AVAILABLE NOW

Salinger by David Shields & Shane Salerno
Based on eight years of exhaustive research and 
exclusive interviews with more than 200 people and 
published in coordination with the international 

theatrical release of the Weinstein Company film, Salinger is a 
global cultural event: the definitive biography of one of the most 
beloved and mysterious figures of the twentieth century. Provided 
unprecedented access to never-before-published photographs, 
diaries, letters, legal records, and secret documents, this is the 
definitive portrait of one of the most fascinating figures of the 
twentieth century. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 3RD

Masterminds and Wingmen
by Rosalind Wiseman
Do you struggle to pull information from your son 
or student, only to encounter mumbling or evasive 

assurances such as “It’s nothing” or “I’m good?” Welcome to 
Boy World. Collaborating with a large team of middle- and high-
school-age editors, Wiseman has created an unprecedented 
guide to the life your boy is “actually” experiencing. Not only does 
Wiseman challenge you to examine your assumptions, she offers 
innovative coping strategies to help your boy develop a positive, 
authentic, and strong sense of self. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

Why We Build by Rowan Moore
We are living in one of the most dramatic periods 
in modern architectural history: a time when 
cityscapes are being redrawn on a yearly basis, 

architects are testing the very idea of what a building is, and 
whole cities are being invented overnight. In this bold and wide-
ranging new work, Rowan Moore explores the reasons behind 
these changes in our built environment, and how they in turn 
are changing the way we live in the world. AVAILABLE NOW

Shady Characters by Keith Houston
Whether investigating the asterisk (*) and dagger 
(† ) — which alternately illuminated and skewered 
heretical verses of the early Bible — or the at sign 

(@), which languished in obscurity for centuries until rescued 
by the Internet, Keith Houston draws on myriad sources to 
chart the life and times of these enigmatic squiggles. Richly illus-
trated, ranging across time, typographies, and countries, Shady 
Characters will delight and entertain all who cherish the unpre-
dictable and surprising in the writing life. AVAILABLE NOW

Across the Ravaged Land
by Nick Brandt
The final volume in Brandt’s trilogy documenting 

the disappearing animals of eastern Africa, Across the Ravaged 
Land offers a darker vision of this world, still filled with a stun-
ning beauty but now tragically tainted at the hands of man. In 
addition to a range of starkly powerful animal portraits, Brandt 
introduces some new themes, as humans make an appearance 
for the first time. He also contributes two essays summing up 
his photographic odyssey, which has taken more than a decade 
to complete. AVAILABLE NOW

The Book of Immortality
by Adam Leith Gollner
Raised without religion, Adam Leith Gollner was 
struck by mankind‘s tireless efforts to cheat aging and 

death. In a narrative that pivots between profundity and hilarity, 
he brings us into the world of those whose lives are shaped by 
a belief in immortality. From a Jesuit priest on his deathbed to 
anti-aging researchers at Harvard, Gollner sorting truth from 
absurdity canvasses religion and science for insight, along with an 
array of cults, myths, and fringe figures. AVAILABLE NOW

Forgotten Ally by Rana Mitter
World War II began in China, two years before Hit-
ler invaded Poland, and China eventually became 
the fourth great ally. Yet its drama of invasion, resis-

tance, slaughter, and political intrigue remains little known 
in the West. Mitter focuses his gripping narrative on three 
towering leaders: Chiang Kai-shek, the politically gifted but 
tragically flawed head of China’s Nationalist government; Mao 
Zedong, the Communists’ fiery ideological stalwart; and Wang 
Jingwei, who collaborated with the Japanese to form a puppet 
state in occupied China. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

Small Wars, Faraway Places
by Michael Burleigh
The Cold War reigns in popular imagination as a 
period of tension between the United States and the 

Soviet Union, without direct conflict. Drawing from new archival 
research, prize-winning historian Michael Burleigh gives new 
meaning to the seminal decades of 1945 to 1965 by examining 
the many, largely forgotten, “hot” wars fought around the world. 
The result is a searing analysis of the legacy of imperialism and a 
reminder of just how the United States became the world’s great 
enforcer. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 12TH

The Nazi and the Psychiatrist
by Jack El-Hai
To ensure the senior Nazi captives were fit for the 
Nuremberg trials, the US army sent army psy-

chiatrist, Captain Douglas M. Kelley, to supervise their mental 
well-being during their detention. Realizing he was offered the 
professional opportunity of a lifetime — to discover a distinguish-
ing trait among these arch-criminals that would mark them 
as psychologically different from the rest of humanity—Kelley 
developed a remarkable relationship between himself and his 
captors, told here for the first time with access to Kelley’s long-
hidden medical records. AVAILABLE NOW

Breach of Trust by Andrew Bacevich
Bacevich takes stock of the separation between Americans and 
their military, exploring its pernicious implications: a nation 

with an abiding appetite for war. Among the col-
lateral casualties are values once considered central 
to democratic practice, including the principle that 
responsibility for defending the country should rest 
with its citizens. Should Americans refuse to shoul-

der this responsibility, the prospect of endless war, waged by a 
“foreign legion” of professionals and contractor-mercenaries, 
beckons. So too does bankruptcy — moral as well as fiscal. 
AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

Floating City by Sudhir Venkatesh
Floating City chronicles Venkatesh’s decade of dis-
covery and loss in the shifting terrain of New York, 
where research subjects might disappear suddenly 

and new allies emerge by chance, where close friends might 
reveal themselves to be criminals of the lowest order. Propelled 
by Venkatesh’s numerous interviews and firsthand research, 
Floating City at its heart is a story of one man struggling to 
understand a complex global city constantly in the throes of 
becoming. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 12TH

Calcutta by Amit Chaudhuri
Chaudhuri shows us a city relatively untouched by 
the currents of globalization. Taking us along vibrant 
avenues and derelict alleyways; introducing us to intel-

lectuals, Marxists, members of the declining haute bourgeoisie, 
street vendors, and domestic workers. Using the historic elections 
of 2011 as a fulcrum, Chaudhuri looks back to the nineteenth cen-
tury, when the city burst with a new vitality, and toward the politics 
of the present, finding a city “still not recovered from history” yet 
possessed of a singular modernity. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

The Dark Path by David Schickler
Since childhood, David Schickler has been torn between 
becoming a Catholic priest and his desire for the com-
pany of women. Things don’t get any clearer when 

Schickler enters a relationship with an agnostic young woman. 
Attempting to duck the mystical God he feels called to serve, he 
tries various obsessions — karate, beer, writing — which take him 
from Germany and eventually to New England, where he has a 
life-changing reckoning about whether he will end up wearing the 
clerical collar or getting the girl. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 12TH

Sydney and Violet
by Stephen Klaidman
Largely forgotten today, Sydney and Violet Schiff were 
ubiquitous figures in the most important literary move-

ment of the twentieth century. Here is the story of how the Schiffs, 
despite their commercial and Jewish origins, won acceptance in the 
snobbish, anti-Semitic, literary world of early twentieth-century 
England, and brings to life a full panoply of extravagant personali-
ties: Proust, Joyce, Picasso, T. S. Eliot, Aldous Huxley, and many 
more, while also examining what divides the literary survivors from 
the victims of taste and time. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 3RD

The Cancer Chronicles
by George Johnson
When the woman he loved was diagnosed with a meta-
static cancer, George Johnson embarked on a journey to 

learn everything he could about the disease. What he discovered is a 
revolution under way — an explosion of new ideas about what cancer 
really is and where it comes from. In a provocative and intellectually 
vibrant exploration, he takes us on an adventure through the history 
and recent advances of cancer research that will challenge every-
thing you thought you knew about the disease. AVAILABLE NOW

Expecting Better by Emily Oster
A mom-to-be herself, Oster debunks the myths of 
pregnancy using her particular mode of critical 
thinking: economics, the study of how we get what 

we want. Oster knows that the value of anything is in the eyes 
of the informed beholder, and like any complicated endeavor, 
pregnancy is not a one-size-fits-all affair. And yet medicine often 
treats it as such. Are doctors working from bad data? Are well-
meaning friends and family perpetuating false myths? Oster’s 
answer is yes, and often. AVAILABLE NOW



ALAMEDA

10 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult 
Book Club (ages 13+) will 

meet.

11 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Neptune Garden Book 
Club will discuss In the 

Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an 
American Family in Hitler’s Berlin by 
Erik Larson.

19 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Dis-
cussion Group will discuss 

The Places That Scare You: A Guide 
to Fearlessness in Difficult Times by 
Pema Chödrön.

20 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made 
Us Do This Book Club will 

meet.

26 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Desert Island Book 
Club will discuss Maybe 

the Saddest Thing by Marcus Wicker.

29 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16 

& up) will discuss The Other Wes 
Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes 
Moore.

Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss Middlesex by Jef-
frey Eugenides.

BERKELEY

7 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discusss The End of Your 

Life Book Club by Will Schawlbe.

14 Saturday · 11:30 AM
The Name Of This Book 
Club Is Secret will hold its 

first meeting. Join us for snacks 
and meet the fantastic moderator, 
Berkeley’s very own children’s book 
specialist, Melanie!

BURLINGAME

12 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will 

discuss the 2013 One City One 
Book selection Little Brother by 
Cory Doctorow.

26 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Healthy Lives Book 
Group will discuss A Holo-

gram for the King by Dave Eggers.

LAUREL VILLAGE

3 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss The 

Innocents by Francesca Segal.

8 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Adventurous Readers Club
will discuss Bad Unicorn by 

Platte F. Clark.

15 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Wild Girls Mother 
Daughter Book Club will dis-

cuss Binny for Short by Hilary McKay.

17 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Moghul 

Buffet by Cheryl Benard.

25 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young@Heart Book 
Club will discuss The 

Testing by Joelle Charbonneau.

* Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thurs-
day and reads stories for newly 
independent readers (ages 6-8).

MOUNTAIN VIEW

9 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass Adven-
ture Book Club will discuss 

Grayson by Lynne Cox.

10Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired 
Book Club will discuss the 

anthology TRSF: Twelve Visions of 
the Future of Computing, Biotech-
nolgy, Energy, and More from the 
editors of Technology Review.

15 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss We Have 

Always Lived in the Castle by Shirley 
Jackson.

30 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss 

Radioactive: Marie and Pierre Curie, 
A Tale of Love and Fallout by Lauren 
Redniss.

OPERA PLAZA

8 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council Book 
Club will discuss American 

Nations: A History of the Eleven Rival 
Regional Cultures of North America
by Colin Woodard.

14 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday 
Book Club will discuss One 

Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel 
García Márquez.

PALO ALTO

10Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 

12+) will discuss We Have Always 
Lived in the Castle by Shirley Jackson.

8 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction Book 
Club will discuss Graceling by 

Kristin Cashore.

16 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will dis-

cuss the 2013 One City One Book 
selection Little Brother by Cory 
Doctorow.

24 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club 

will discuss The Art Forger by B.A. 
Shapiro.

THE CASTRO

11 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
meet.

18 Wednesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic 
Lit Book Club will discuss 

Mount Olive by Lawrence Durrell. 

THE MARINA

4 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will 

discuss A House in Fez: Building a Life 
in the Ancient Heart of Morocco by 
Suzanna Clarke.

10 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Miss Jane Austen 
Book Club will discuss 

selections from The Penguin Book of 
Romantic Poetry edited by Jonathan 
& Jessica Wordsworth.

17 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will discuss Comfort 

Me with Apples: More Adventures at 
the Table by Ruth Reichl.

25 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read 
will discuss The Sorrows 

of Young Werther by Johann Wolf-
gang von Goethe.

29 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The SF Business Book 
Club will discuss The $100 

Startup: Reinvent the Way You Make a 
Living, Do What You Love, and Create a 
New Future by Chris Guillbeau.

· Book Clubs & Recommendations · 7September
2013

Telegraph Avenue by Michael Chabon
Archy Stallings and Nat Jaffe are still hanging 
in there — longtime friends, bandmates, and 
co-regents of Brokeland Records, located in the bor-

derlands of Berkeley and Oakland. When ex-NFL quarterback, 
Gibson Goode, announces plans to build his latest Dogpile 
megastore on a nearby stretch of Telegraph Avenue, Nat and 
Archy fear it means certain doom for their vulnerable little 
enterprise. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

NW by Zadie Smith
Set in northwest London, NW follows four locals 
— Leah, Natalie, Fox, and Nathan — as they try to 
make adult lives outside of Caldwell, the council 

estate of their childhood. In private houses and public parks, at 
work and at play, these Londoners inhabit a complicated place, 
as beautiful as it is brutal. AVAILABLE NOW

This Is How You Lose Her
by Junot Díaz
Publisher Marketing: At the heart of these stories is 
the irrepressible, irresistible Yunior, a young hard-

head whose longing for love is equaled only by his recklessness 
— and by the extraordinary women he loves and loses. In prose 
that is endlessly energetic, inventive, tender, and funny, these 
stories lay bare the infinite longing and inevitable weakness of 
the human heart. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 3RD

A Working Theory of Love
by Scott Hutchins
Neill Bassett took a job feeding data into what could 
be the world’s first sentient computer. Only his 

attempt to give it language — through the journals his father 
left behind after committing suicide — has unexpected conse-
quences. Amidst this turmoil, Neill meets Rachel, a naive young 
woman escaping a troubled past, and finds himself unexpectedly 
drawn to her and the possibilities she holds. AVAILABLE NOW

The Hydrogen Sonata
by Iain M. Banks
An ancient people, the Gzilt helped set up the Culture ten 
thousand years earlier and were very nearly one of its 

founding societies. Now they’ve made the collective decision to fol-
low the well-trodden path of millions of other civilizations; they are 
going to Sublime, elevating themselves to a new and almost infinitely 
more rich and complex existence. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

How Much is Enough?
by Robert & Edward Skidelsky
Arguing from the premise that economics is a moral science, 
the Skidelsky’s trace the concept of the good life from Aristo-

tle to the present and show how our lives over the last half century have 
strayed from that ideal. How Much Is Enough? is a work of deep intelli-
gence and ethical commitment accessible to all readers. AVAILABLE NOW

Every Love Story Is A Ghost 
Story by D.T. Max
In this compulsively readable biography, D. T. Max charts 
David Foster Wallace’s tormented, anguished, and often 

triumphant battle to succeed as a novelist as he fights off depression 
and addiction. This revelatory biography illuminates the unique 
connections between Wallace’s life and his fiction in a gripping and 
deeply moving narrative that will transfix readers. AVAILABLE NOW

Joseph Anton by Salman Rushdie
How do a writer and his family live with the threat 
of murder for more than nine years? Rushdie tells 
that story for the first time, talking about the some-

times grim, sometimes comic realities of living with armed 
policemen; of his struggle for support and understanding from 
governments, publishers, journalists, and fellow writers; and of 
how he regained his freedom. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson
Based on more than forty interviews with Jobs as well 
as interviews with more than 100 family members, 
friends, adversaries, competitors, and colleagues Wal-

ter Isaacson set down the riveting story of the roller-coaster life 
and searingly intense personality of a creative entrepreneur whose 
passion for perfection and ferocious drive revolutionized six indus-
tries: personal computers, animated movies, music, phones, tablet 
computing, and digital publishing. AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 10TH

BOOKS INC. Clubs Calendar
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Dan Santat is CRAZY talented. He wrote and illustrated the graphic 
novel, Sidekicks, which is a huge staff and kid favorite. He’s the creator of 
the Disney animated hit, The Replacements. In his spare time? He hap-
pens to illustrate picture books.

I’m going to go out on a limb here and say that, even though I’ve never met 
him, Dan Santat is FUNNY. All the evidence I need is in his books!

Most recently is Crankenstein, by Samantha 
Berger, a hysterical take on a boy’s serious case 
of the grouchies. Or there’s Picture Day Perfec-
tion, by Deborah Dieson, a clever tale that’s 
perfectly paired with Dan’s giggle-inducing 
illustrations. And let’s not forget Carnivores by 
Aaron Reynolds!

So thank you, Dan, for all the laughs! I can’t 
wait to see what you do next.

Mr. Tiger 
Goes Wild by 
Peter Brown

Peter Brown (Chowder, The Curious 
Garden, You Will Be My Friend) has 
done it again! In what may be his best 
yet, a bored Mr. Tiger lives in a grey, 
stodgy world, fi lled with Victorian era-
clad animals. But when he decides to 
go a little wild, it has a big and charm-
ing effect on everyone! And remember 
kids: if you’re gonna take of all your 
clothes? Do it in the forest. AVAILABLE 
SEPTEMBER 3RD (AGES 3-7)

Rosie Revere, 
Engineer 
by Andrea Beaty

Finally! A book about a girl engineer! 
From the mastermind of Iggy Peck, 
Architect, comes a new, ra-ra-girl-
powered story about an inventive little 
girl and her very familiar (and possibly 
famous!) auntie. Glorious illustrations 
compliment this fabulous, rhyming 
story to perfection. A must have for all 
discerning children’s book collections. 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 4-8)

Two Boys 
Kissing 
by David Levithan

Narrated from the collective, fi rst 
person perspective of the previous 
generation of gay men, Two Boys 
Kissing follows the story of several 
different gay kids of today as they 
negotiate their place in the world. 
Though all the stories in some way 
tie back to the two boys trying their 
hardest to break the Guiness Book 
World Record for longest kiss, these 
boys’ stories are as varied as they are 
elegantly told. A beautiful, reaffi rming 
book, whose simplicity of prose and 
depth of heart should appeal to all 
readers. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 12+)

Star Wars 
Jedi Academy 
by Jeffrey Brown

Dare we say it? This book is Star 
Wars meets Diary of a Wimpy Kid. 
We know. That’s big talk. But luckily, 
author Jeffrey Brown (Darth Vader 
and Son, Vader’s Little Princess) is up 
to the task. Parents of reluctant read-
ers will be glad to know that this book 
packs plenty of appeal for grownups, 
too, making it perfect for read aloud. 
Plus, this book is not only hilarious, 
but also full of heart. And Jedis. Obvi-
ously. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 7+)

Journey 
by Aaron Becker
Without the use of ANY 

words, debut picture book author 
and illustrator Aaron Becker has 
crafted an elaborate and enchanting 
treatise on the power of imagination. 
Gorgeously drawn, Becker conjures 
narrative magic that invites the 
reader to write their own words to 
accompany his arresting illustra-
tions. With more and more teachers 
embracing the importance of visual 
literacy, Journey proves himself not 
only lovely, but also edifying. AVAIL-
ABLE NOW (AGES 3-8)

Tap the Magic 
Tree by Christie 
Matheson

From local author Christie Matheson 
comes a lovely new book, sure to 
appeal to fans of Press Here! Help 
your tot ease into reading with this 
simple and adorable new book that 
will keep the pages turning, and teach-
ers pleased with its kinetic learning 
style. And be sure to catch Christie at 
Books Inc. Chestnut Street on Sep-
tember 14th for story time at 11am! 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 3-7)

Counting 
By Sevens 
by Holly Sloan

What is easily shaping up to be the 
most critically acclaimed and indie  
bookseller anticipated book of the 
season, Counting By Sevens, has 
already garnered plenty of praise. 
Precocious readers who typically 
read far beyond their grade level 
and their parents will agree on this, 
wholly age appropriate and incredibly 
mature novel of loss, genius and num-
bers. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 10+)

Boy on the 
Wooden Box 
by Leon Leyson

Published posthumously, this 
stirring memoir recalls the life of 
Holocaust survivor, and the young-
est of Schindler’s List benefi ciaries, 
Leon Leyson. Harrowing, but honest, 
this book is told with such startling 
clarity that children and parents 
will want to share it. Mr. Leyson was 
13 years old when he was added to 
Oskar Schindler’s famous list, and 
was so short that he had to stand on 
a wooden box in order to complete 
his tasks in Mr. Schindler’s factory. 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 9+)

Gated by Amy 
Christine Parker
THE END IS NEAR! So 
seventeen year old Lyla 

Hamilton has been told her whole 
life. She and her family have lived in 
a gated community since the terror-
ist attacks on 9/11, under the strict 
leadership of a charismatic, but argu-
ably insane leader. From page one, as 
Lyla practices shooting, the reader 
is treated to a high stakes story, not 
entirely outside of the realm of possi-
bility. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 14+)

KIDS EVENTS!

4 7:6:00 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California St 
· 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village!  Put 
on your Jammies and join the 
party!  Literary Mamas will be 
here to read stories and take part 
in the fun.  Visit www.literary-
mama.com for details!

6 6:30 PM · Piedmont · 
Havens Elementary · Ellen 
Driscoll Playhouse · 325 

Highland Ave · 510-594-2699

Books Inc. and Havens Elementary 
School proudly present Annemarie 
O’Brien, celebrating the launch of 
Lara’s Gift, an engrossing novel set 
in 1910s Russia, following one young 
girl’s quest to overcome obstacles, 
both mystical and visible, to become 
the heir to her father’s prestigious 
borzoi dog breeding Kennel.

7 11:00 AM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-
3633

Oh My Gosh! Stories very proudly 
presents Angela Dominguez, 
sharing Santiago Stays, an ador-
able story with equally adorable 
illustrations about one dedicated 
guard dog and the cute little boy 
who wants to play with him.

10 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 
1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Join Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ 
for a panel full of sparks, secrets, 
lies, love, and all that sizzles in 
between with Siobhan Vivian & 
Jenny Han, sharing Fire with Fire, 
Sonya Sones, sharing To Be Perfectly 
Honest, and Ellen Hopkins, sharing 
Smoke.

12 10:30 AM · SF · The 
Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Picture book power couple Erin 
and Philip Stead are joining us for 
story time! With A Sick Day for 
Amos McGee awarded the Caldecott 
Medal, you can expect nothing but 
greatness as Erin shares the beau-
tifully illustrated If You Want to See a 
Whale, and Philip shares the charm-
ing Hello, My Name is Ruby.

14 11:00 AM · SF · The 
Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Books Inc. proudly presents story time 
with Christie Matheson, sharing the 
interactive, magical, and playful pic-
ture book, Tap the Magic Tree. Innovative 
and timeless, this imaginative story is 
the perfect playtime pal for you and 
your little one any time of year.

17 7:00 PM · SF · Opera 
Plaza · 601 Van Ness · 
415-776-1111

All that glitters is not gold ... Join 
Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ 
for a panel featuring journeys full of 
mystery and darkness, as we wel-
come Gretchen McNeil, sharing the 
eerie 3:59, and Melissa De La Cruz & 
Michael Johnston sharing their fan-
tastical collaboration, Frozen.

21 11:00 AM · SF · The 
Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Oh My Gosh! Stories very proudly 
presents Sue Fliess, sharing Robots, 
Robots Everywhere! From robots in 
space and the ocean, to the robots 
in our own homes, this fun and fas-
cinating look at today’s real robots 
is fun reading for the whole family. 

28 3:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 
4th Street · 510-525-7777

Time for work! Join Marcia Goldman 
and her adorable terrier, Lola, as they 
share Lola Goes to Work: A Nine-to-Five 
Therapy Dog. Accompanied by Marcia’s 
wonderful photographs, your little ones 
will love following Lola through her day.

30 6:30 PM · Berkeley · 
1760 4th Street · 510-
525-7777

Who else but Caldecott Honoree, David 
Shannon, could make the subject of 
head lice into an adorable, laugh-out-
loud, wonderfully illustrated picture 
book? No one, that’s who. Join us for a 
very special story time as David shares 
Bugs in My Hair! Full of fun, facts, and of 
course those pesky louses, this story 
time is sure to have your little one 
laughing, and learning, all at once.

Shannon
Dan Santat

Most recently is 
Berger, a hysterical take on a boy’s serious case 
of the grouchies. Or there’s 
tion
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Aaron Reynolds!
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