
COMING IN MARCH: THE MISS JANE AUSTEN BOOK CLUB 
“How pleasant it is to spend an evening in this way! I declare after all there is no enjoyment like read-
ing! How much sooner one tires of any thing than of a book! — When I have a house of my own, I shall 

be miserable if I have not an excellent library.” — Pride and Prejudice

On Tuesday, March 12 7 PM the Miss Jane Austen Book Club will hold their fi rst meeting at Books Inc. in the Marina. 
Their reading selections will vary from Austen’s works, to related non-fi ction, to other novelists of the period. The 
group will be meeting at 7 PM on the second Tuesday of every-other month and new members are always welcome.
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Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ presents Gail Carriger, sharing her YA The Finishing School Series Etiquette & 
Espionage, set in the same world as the Parasol Protectorate, this story includes all the saucy adventure and 
droll humor Gail’s legions of fans have come to adore.

February 5 · 7:00 pm · Books Inc. in Opera Plaza

The second annual World Book Night is just around the corner! 
Please volunteer to be a book giver in the U.S. Sign up now to be a 
book giver. Join World Book Night honorary national chairs Ann 
Patchett and James Patterson give books to new readers,  encour-
age reading, and share your passion for a great book.  

The entire publishing, bookstore, library, author, printing, and paper 
community is behind this effort with donated services and time. 

They need 50,000 book-loving volunteers to fan out across America 
on April 23, 2013! Just take 20 free copies of a book to a location in 
your community, and you just might change someone’s life.  Volun-
teer now at www.us.worldbooknight.org.

The 2013 List includes:

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
City of Thieves by David Benioff 
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

My Antonia by Willa Cather
Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
La Casa en Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros, translated by Elena Poniatowska

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 
El Alquimista by Paulo Coelho

The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh 
The Worst Hard Time by Timothy Egan 

Bossypants by Tina Fey 
Still Alice by Lisa Genova 

Looking for Alaska by John Green 
Playing for Pizza by John Grisham  

Mudbound by Hillary Jordan 
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster; illustrated by Jules Feiffer 

Moneyball by Michael Lewis
The Tender Bar by J.R. Moehringer 

Devil in a Blue Dress by Walter Mosley 
Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life by James Patterson 

Population 485 by Michael Perry
Good Omens by Terry Pratchett & Neil Gaiman 

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
Montana Sky by Nora Roberts
Look Again by Lisa Scottoline 

Me Talk Pretty One Day by David Sedaris 
The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith 

Glaciers by Alexis M. Smith 
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court by Mark Twain 

Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward 
Favorite American Poems in Large Print edited by Paul Negri

Follow or join the conversation on Facebook, Twitter, Goodreads, 
Tumblr, You Tube and Pinterest and spread the word!

www.us.worldbooknight.org

SILICON VALLEY READS
We are pleased to welcome Sue Diaz  author of Mine-
fi elds of the Heart and Brian Castner  author of The 
Long Walk in conversation with L.A. Chung, editor of 
Los Altos patch.com discussing this year’s theme, “invis-
ible wounds of war”, a timely and relevant conversation.

February 1 · 7:00 pm · 
Books Inc. in Palo Alto

FLIP SIDE OF VALENTINE’S DAY
Meghan Laslocky shares The Little 
Book of Heartbreak.  From kinky 
love spells gone wrong to love 
with inanimate objects, this col-
lection of real-life anecdotes is 
the perfect cure for a case of the 
Valentine’s Day blues.

February 1 · 7:00 pm
Books Inc. in Alameda

Meghan Laslocky shares The Little 
Book of Heartbreak.  From kinky 
love spells gone wrong to love 
with inanimate objects, this col-
lection of real-life anecdotes is 
the perfect cure for a case of the 
Valentine’s Day blues.

YES, WE SELL EBOOKS!
Buy Kobo ebooks through www.booksinc.net and read on any almost device.  Enter Kobo through www.book-
sinc.net , create an account, download the appropriate Kobo app to your device and you are ready to read.  
Once you are up and running on that app, you enter the Kobo account you created through www.booksinc.net 
and 3 Million Titles are at your fi ngertips!



Indiscretion by Charles Dubow
Harry and Madeleine Winslow share a love 
that is both envied and admired. At the start 
of one summer season Harry and Medleine 
meet Claire, a winsome youth with a quiet 
intelligence and disarming naiveté. When 
Claire is drawn into the Winslow’s inscrutable 

magnetism a dangerous desire develops between the three, 
and by Labor Day it is no longer enough for her to remain 
just one of their hangers-on. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

Autobiography of Us
by Aria Beth Sloss
Coming of age during the 1960s, Rebecca 
Madden and her beautiful, reckless friend 
Alex dream of lives beyond their moth-
ers’ narrow expectations. Their struggle to 
define themselves against the backdrop of 

an American cultural revolution unites them early on, until 
one evening before their last year of college, when a single 
act of betrayal changes everything. Decades later, Rebecca’s 
haunting meditation on the past reveals the truth about 
that night, the years that followed, and the friendship that 
shaped her. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

A History of the Present 
Illness by Louise Aronson
Based on personal experience and addressing 
topics of current social relevance, Aron-
son takes readers into overlooked lives in 
the neighborhoods, hospitals, and nursing 
homes of San Francisco. With stories weaved 

together, A History of the Present Illness reveals an honest 
and compassionate view of what it means to be a doctor and 
a patient, while exploring the role of stories in medicine, and 
speaking truths about what makes us human. AVAILABLE 
NOW

The City of Devi by Manil Suri
As Mumbai empties under the threat of 
imminent nuclear annihilation, Sarita, a 
thirty-three-year-old statistician, can only 
think of one thing: being reunited with Karun, 
her physicist husband. To find him, Sarita 
must journey across the surreal landscape of 

a near-abandoned city, braving gangs of competing Hindu 
and Muslim hoodlums. Fearlessly provocative, wickedly 
comedic, and propelled with rocket-fuel energy, The City of 
Devi exuberantly upends assumptions of politics, religion, 
sex, and India’s global emergence. AVAILABLE NOW

Flimsy Little Plastic 
Miracles by Ron Currie, Jr.
Currie is facing many problems, his worst: 
he’s not his own man, but rather an amalgam 
of fact and fiction from Ron Currie’s own life. 
Exiling himself to a small island, Currie the 
character decides to kill himself, which turns 

out to be the best career move he’s made. Soon, Currie 
learns that in our time of hyper cyber-connectedness, the 
one thing the world will not forgive is having been told a 
deeply satisfying lie. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 7TH

The Dinner by Herman Koch
Two couples meet for dinner in Amsterdam 
and exchange polite discourse. But behind 
their empty words, terrible things need to be 
said. Each couple has a fifteen-year-old son. 
The two boys are united by their accountabil-
ity for a single horrific act being investigated 

by the police. As the dinner reaches its culinary climax, the 
conversation finally touches on their children. As civility 
and friendship disintegrate, each couple show just how far 
they are prepared to go to protect those they love. AVAIL-
ABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

Ghostman by Roger Hobbs
When a casino robbery in Atlantic City goes 
horribly awry, the man who orchestrated it is 
obliged to call in a favor from someone who’s 
occasionally called Jack. Jack is an exception-
ally experienced fixer and cleaner-upper. With 
just forty-eight hours until the stolen cash 

literally explodes, Jack must evade the FBI, and some other 
extremely interested elusive parties, using every gram of 
his skill, ingenuity and self-protective instincts. AVAILABLE 
FEBRUARY 12TH

Harvest by Jim Crace
A remote English village wakes on the morn-
ing after harvest to two mysterious columns 
of smoke marring the sky. One is a marker 
from newcomers announcing their presence 
at the edge of town, per regional custom. The 
second is a blaze in Master Kent’s stables. 

With the newcomers accused and punished it seems justice 
has been served and things can go back to normal. But when 
a fashionable stranger arrives and begins notating every-
thing and everyone in town, they find their troubles have 
only just begun. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

Vampires in the Lemon 
Grove: Stories by Karen Russell
From the author of the instant New York 
Times bestseller Swamplandia! (A finalist for 
the Pulitzer Prize), a dazzling new collection 
of stories that showcases Russell’s gifts at 
their inimitable best. From a teenager com-

municating with the universe via talismanic objects, to girls 
held captive in a silk factory transmuting into human silk-
worms, and so much more, Russell has created vivid worlds 
with magical elements that touch on the frailty and strength 
of humanity. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

House of Earth by Woody Guthrie
Finished in 1947 and lost to readers until now, 
House of Earth is legendary folk singer Woody 
Guthrie’s only finished novel. A powerful por-
trait of Dust Bowl America, it’s the story of an 
ordinary couple’s dreams of a better life and 
their search for love and meaning in a corrupt 

world. In many ways a companion piece to Guthrie’s folk 
anthem “This Land Is Your Land,” it is a searing portrait of 
hardship and hope set against a ravaged landscape. AVAIL-
ABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

News From Heaven
by Jennifer Haigh
In this collection of interconnected short 
stories, Jennifer Haigh returns to the vividly 
imagined world of Bakerton, Pennsylvania. 
From its heyday during two world wars 
through its slow decline, Bakerton is a town 

that refuses to give up gracefully, binding--sometimes cruelly-
-succeeding generations to the place that made them. With 
a revolving cast of characters these stories explore how our 
roots, the families and places in which we are raised, shape 
the people we eventually become. AVAILABLE NOW

The Winter Witch
by Paula Brackston
In a 19th-century Welsh town, the rumours 
surrounding fledgling witch Morgana become 
a concern for her mother. Fearful for her 
daughter’s safety she arranges for her to 
marry Cai Jenkins, a farmer who lives in the 

hills and is unaware of the stories circling Morgana. As she 
settles into her new life she falls in love with the land, and 
with Cai. But when a dark force threatens to destroy every-
thing she cares about Morgana must learn to harness her 
power, or lose everything. AVAILABLE NOW

The Antagonist by Lynn Coady
Misfortune follows Gordon Rankin Jr. every-
where he goes, and with his enormous size 
and strength he’s always been considered 
a goon and enforcer. When Gordon discov-
ers that an old friend has borrowed freely 
from the traumatic events of his own life, 

and has cruelly misrepresented him, he is outraged. Before 
he knows it, Gordon is enforcing the truth in a barrage of 
emails to the author, the result: stories that range from 
funny to heartbreaking. AVAILABLE NOW

As Sweet As Honey
by Indira Ganesan
On an island filled with exotic flora and fauna 
and perfumed air, a very tall South Asian 
heroine, Meterling, has found love at last in 
the shape of a short, round Englishman. Torn 
between Eastern and Western ideas of love 

and family, duty and loyalty -- Meterling struggles to make a 
new life in a time and place where, although sometimes dif-
ficult, life can be as sweet as honey. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 
12TH

Truth in Advertising
by John Kenney
Finbar Dolan is forced to cancel his vacation 
in order to write, produce, and edit a Super 
Bowl commercial for his diaper account in 
record time. On top of this, he learns that his 
long-estranged and once-abusive father has 

fallen ill, and that none of his siblings intend to visit him. It’s 
a wake-up call for Fin to reevaluate the choices he’s made, 
question the importance of diapers in his life, and finally tell 
the truth about his past. AVAILABLE NOW

Schroder by Amity Gaige
In summer camp, young Eric Schroder-a 
first-generation East German immigrant-
adopts the last name Kennedy to fit in, a white 
lie that will set him on an improbable and 
tragic course. Years later, Eric flees with his 
six-year-old daughter amid a heated custody 

battle, and soon his wife soon finds out that her husband is 
not who he says he is. Schroder is a profound meditation on 
history and fatherhood, and the many identities we take on 
in our lives. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

The House Girl by Tara Conklin
Lu Anne Bell was a painter revered for her 
portraits of slaves working on her tobacco 
farm in antebellum Virginia in the 1850s. 
One hundred fifty years later, Lina Sparrow 
learns of a controversy that will rock the art 
world: the portraits were actually painted by 

her house slave, Josephine. On a quest to uncover the truth, 
Lina embarks on a journey that will lead her to question 
whether truth can be more important than justice. AVAIL-
ABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

The Marlowe Papers
by Ros Barber
With the grip of a thriller and the emotional 
force of a sonnet, this remarkable novel in 
verse gives voice to a man who was brilliant, 
passionate, and mercurial. A cobbler’s son 
who counted nobles among his friends, a spy 

in the Queen’s service, a fickle lover and a declared religious 
skeptic, Christopher Marlowe always courted trouble. 
Memoir, love letter, confession, and settling of accounts, The 
Marlowe Papers brings Christopher Marlowe and his era to 
vivid life. AVAILABLE NOW
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Canada by Richard Ford
A haunting novel about the cataclysm that 
undoes one teenage boy’s family, and the 
stark, unforgiving landscape in which he 
attempts to find grace. Canada is a profound 
novel of boundaries traversed, innocence lost 
and reconciled, and the mysterious and con-

soling bonds of family. AVAILABLE NOW
 

The Expats by Chris Pavone
Kate Moore is hiding an unbearable and life-
defining secret from her family. When her 
husband is offered a lucrative job in Luxem-
bourg she jumps at the chance to escape her 
double-life and embraces life as an expat. But 
when things begin to unravel and secrets spill 

out, her family and marriage are threatened. AVAILABLE 
NOW

 The Newlyweds
by Nell Freudenberger
Amina Mazid moves from Bangladesh to New 
York for love after being wooed online by 
George Stillman. George offers a chance for a 
new kind of happiness, and Amina is a woman 
who doesn’t play games. But each of them is 

hiding something: someone from the past they thought they 
could leave behind. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

In One Person by John Irving
Billy, the bisexual narrator tells the tragi-
comic story (lasting more than half a century) 
of his life as a “sexual suspect,” a phrase first 
used by John Irving in 1978 in his landmark 
novel of “terminal cases, The World Accord-
ing to Garp. AVAILABLE NOW

Wife 22 by Melanie Gideon
Alice has been married for twenty years, and 
these days she finds herself posting things 
on Facebook that she used to confide to her 
husband. When she’s invited to participate in 
an online survey on marriage all her longings 
come pouring out as she answers questions 

under the name “Wife 22.” AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 12TH
 

Girlchild by Tupelo Hassman
As Rory struggles with her mother’s habit of 
trusting the wrong men she finds refuge in 
books and language. From diary entries to 
arrest records and family lore, Girlchild crafts 
a devastating collage that shows us Rory’s 
world while she searches for the way out of it. 

AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

BOOKS INC. Clubs Calendar

BOOKS INC KIDS STORY TIMES
■  Oh My Gosh Stories, 

Every Saturday at 
11am @ Books Inc. 
in the Marina

■  Storytime Every 
Saturday at 11am 
@ Books Inc. 
Alameda

■  Storytime Every 
Sunday at 11am  
@ Books Inc.  
Burlingame

■  Children’s Story 
Hour! Every Sat-
urday at 4pm  
@ Books Inc.  
Mountain View

■  Pajama Party Read 
Aloud! 1st Wednes-
day of the month at 
6pm @ Books Inc. 
Laurel Village

ALAMEDA

12  Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult 
Book Club (ages 13+) will 

discuss The  Furies of Calderon by 
Jim Butcher.

13  Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Neptune Garden Book 
Club will discuss The Inno-

cent Man: Murder and Justice in a 
Small Town by John Grisham.

15 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made Us 
Do This Book Club will dis-

cuss The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien.

21 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Dis-
cussion Group will discuss 

Deep Relaxation: Coming Home To 
Your Body by Sister Chan Khong.

22 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Magical Adventures 
Book Group (ages 8-10) 

will discuss Secrets at Sea by Rich-
ard Peck.

24 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16 & 

up) will discuss Shine by Lauren 
Myracle.

Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss Affinity by Sarah 
Waters.

28 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Desert Island Book 
Club will discuss We Need 

to Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver.

BERKELEY

2 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discusss The Great Gatsby 

by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

BURLINGAME

14Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will 

discuss Montana 1948 by Larry 
Watson.

28Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Healthy Lives Book 
Group will discuss Nine 

Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of 
Islamic Women by Geraldine Brooks.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

11 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass 
Adventure Book Club will 

discuss Blood River: The Terrifying 
Journey Through the World’s Most 
Dangerous Country by Jim Butcher.

12Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired 
Book Club will meet.

17 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss Sandman 

Slim by Richard Kadrey.

25 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss 

The Woman Who Wasn’t There: The 

True Story of an Incredible Deception 
by Gaby Robin Fisher and Angelo J. 
Guglielmo Jr.

PALO ALTO

10 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Group will discuss 

Earth Abides by George R. Stewart.

12Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 9-

12) will discuss Doctor Who and the 
Ice Warriors by Brian Hayles.

18 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will hold 

their first meeting. This will be 
a meet and greet where a list of 
future titles to be discussed will be 
given. Join us!

19 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club will 

discuss The Expats by Chris Pavone.

LAUREL VILLAGE

3Sunday · 1:00 PM 
The Adventurous Readers Club 
will discuss Gods and Warriors

by Michelle Paver.

5 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss The 

Paper Garden: An Artist Begins Her 
Life’s Work at 72 by Molly Peacock.

10 Sunday · 1:00 PM 
The Wild Girls Mother 
Daughter Book Club will 

will discuss The Mighty Miss Malone
by Christopher Paul Curtis.

19 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Le Crime 

by Peter Steiner.

27Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young At Heart Book 
Club will will discuss The 

Diviners by Libbra Bray.

* Every Thursday · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thurs-
day and reads stories for newly 
independent readers (ages 6-8).

OPERA PLAZA

9 Saturday · 10:00 AM 
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will discuss Candide by 

Voltaire.

24 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss No 

Ancient Wisdom, No Followers: The 
Challenges of Chinese Authoritarian 
Capitalism by James McGregor.

THE CASTRO

13 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
discuss The Song of Achilles 

by Madeline Miller.

20 Wednesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic 
Lit Book Club will discuss 

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift.
 

THE MARINA

10 Sunday · 7:00 PM
The Modern Lit Book 
Club will discuss Valis by 

Philip K. Dick.

19Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will discuss The Dirty 

Life: A Memoir of Farming, Food, and 
Love by Kristin Kimball.

21Thursday · 6:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel 
Book Club and Lecture 

Series will discuss The Snow Leop-
ard by Peter Matthiessen.

27Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read 
will discuss Slouching 

Towards Bethlehem by Joan Didion.



1 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Books Inc and Silicon Valley Reads present 
a discussion on the invisible wounds of war 
with Brian Castner, author of The Long Walk, 
and Sue Diaz, author of Minefields of the Heart, 
in conversation with L.A. Chung, editor of 
LosAltospatch.com.

7:00PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 
510-522-2226

Meghan Laslocky shares The Little Book of 
Heartbreak.  From kinky love spells gone 
wrong to love with inanimate objects, this 
collection of real-life anecdotes is the per-
fect cure for a case of the Valentine’s Day 
blues.

3 7:00PM · Palo Alto · Oshman Family 
JCC · 3921 Fabian Way · 650-223-8700

The Palo Alto JCC presents Women’s Lit-
erature vs. Chick Lit  featuring Jane Smiley, 
author of Pie in the Sky, Ellen Sussman, 
author of French Lessons, and Meg Waite Clay-
ton, author of The Four Ms. Bradwells.

5 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Book Club presents Gail 
Carriger, sharing her YA series Etiquette 
& Espionage, set in the same world as the 
Parasol Protectorate, this story includes all 
the saucy adventure and droll humor Gail’s 
legions of fans have come to adore.

7:00PM · Burlingame · 1375 Burlingame 
Ave · 650-685-4911

Zombies attacking school was only the 
beginning of Darren Shan’s zombie tale for 
teens. Zom-B Underground, the sequel to Zom-
B, picks up months later when young high 
school student B awakens in a mysterious 
military complex.

7:00PM · SF · The World Affairs Council · 
312 Sutter Street, Suite 200 · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Russ 
Feingold, author of While America Sleeps: A 
Wake-Up Call for the Post-9/11 Era.

6 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Robert Taylor explores the seven keys to 
spiritual well-being and how to heal your life 
in A New Way to Be Human.

6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village!  Put on your 
Jammies and join the party!  Literary 
Mamas will be here to read stories and take 
part in the fun.  Visit www.literarymama.
com for details!

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 510-
522-2226

Alameda Island Poets and Writers with 
Nanette Bradley Deetz.

7 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Let Carolyn Hansen and Cathleen Peck guide 
your next walk through the city with Pow-
erHiking San Francisco, featuring twelve 
different walks through some of the best 
parts of the city.

8 12:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Discover a lesser known story of heroism 
from history.  Frederick Colemen takes us 
into the lives of a young Jewish couple who 
risked everything to help save over 500 Jew-
ish children during the second World War 
with The Marcel Network.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California 
Street · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Dave Barry, author of 
Insane City. 

9 6:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

When Women’s Voices come together, a pow-
erful song is born. Join Sylvie Simmons, Mara 
Purl,  Zoe Fitzgerald Carter, Barbara Graham, 
and Victoria Zackheim as they read selections 
from their fiction and nonfiction work: nov-
els, memoirs, essays that resonate with the 
powerful voices of women everywhere. 

2:00PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Palo Alto presents 2nd Saturday Story Time! 
Beginning this month every second Satur-
day of each month at 2 PM Palo Alto will 
hold a themed story time with crafts, proj-
ects and snacks. February’s theme will be 
Valentine’s Day, join us!

3:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 
510-522-2226

Alameda Storytime presents Oliver Chin, 
author of the charming illustrated book Year 
of the Snake, part eight in the annual Tales 
from the Chinese Zodiac series.

11 4:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 
510-522-2226

Meet Froggy at a  very special storytime! 
Join us for a reading of Froggy’s Worst Play-
date and hop around with Froggy while 
you’re here! 

12 6:00 PM · SF · The World Affairs 
Council · 312 Sutter Street, Suite 
200 · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents George 
J. Veith, author of Black April: The Fall of South 
Vietnam.

ALAMEDA
1344 Park Street · 

510.522.2226

BERKELEY
1760 4th Street · 

510.525.7777

BURLINGAME
1375 Burlingame Ave · 

650.685.4911

MOUNTAIN VIEW
301 Castro St · 
650.428.1234

PALO ALTO 
Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650.321.0600

SAN FRANCISCO
Opera Plaza · 601 Van 

Ness · 415.776.1111
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SAN FRANCISCO
The Castro · 2275  

Market St · 415.864.6777

SAN FRANCISCO
The  Marina · 2251 Chest-

nut St · 415.931.3633

SAN FRANCISCO
Laurel Village · 3515 Cal-
ifornia St · 415.221.3666

SFO
bzinc · Terminal 3   

· 650.244.0615

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 3 · 650.244.0610

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 2 · 650.821.9299 

7:30 PM · SF · Herbst Theatre ·  
401 Van Ness · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents former Vice 
President Al Gore, discussing his newest 
title The Future, in conversation with Barbara 
Kingsolver.

13 7:30 PM · SF · Herbst Theatre · 
401 Van Ness · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Jamaica 
Kincaid, author of See Now Then, in conversa-
tion with Frances Phillips.

7:00 PM · SF · The World Affairs Council · 
312 Sutter Street, Suite 200 · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Robert 
Reich, author of Beyond Outrage: What Has 
Gone Wrong with Our Economy and How to Fix It.

14 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Get the knowledge and tools you need to “do 
physics” with venerable physicist Leonard 
Susskind and his book The Theoretical 
Minimum.

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness · 
415-776-1111

Lucille Lang Day shares her real life story of 
losing track of her lifelong goals and hav-
ing to find them again after being Married at 
Fourteen.

15 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Anthony Barcellos shares the story of the 
Franciscos, a Portuguese family who man-
age to build a succesful dairy farm.  But 
when family matriarch Teresa passes away, 
long-standing rivalries threaten to pull the 
farm apart in Land of Milk and Money.

7:00PM · SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Teddy Wayne introduces us to a talented 
young pop superstar-hearthrob-icon who 
is completely different behind the scenes in 
The Love Song of Johnny Valentine.

19 6:30 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 
California Street · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Deborah Strobin and Ilie 
Wacs, author of An Uncommon Journey: From 
Vienna to Shanghai to America: A Brother and 
Sister Escape to Freedom During World War II.

20 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St 
· 510-522-2226

Bay Area icon, poet, and multi-instrumen-
talist Avotcja shares her latest collection of 
rhythmic poetry, With Every Step I Take, fea-
turing illustrations from Eliza Shefler.

21 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Edward Cozza presents Nowhere Yet, his novel 
which finds a group of old friends and lovers 
reuniting for a long weekend of soul search-
ing, nostalgia, and uncertainty in Palm 
Springs.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

Award-winning journalist and politi-
cal columnist, J. Douglas Allen-Taylor 
presents Sugaree Rising, his novel based 
on the Santee Cooper Project, a 1930’s 
initiative that carved out two major lakes 
in the heart of South Carolina, brought 
electrification to scores of rural commu-
nities, and in the process dislocated more 
than 900 families, most of them African-
American.

22 6:30 PM · Palo Alto · Main Libary 
· 270 Forest Avenue · 650-329-
2436

The Palo Alto Children’s Library proudley 
presents Gail Carriger, sharing her YA series 
debut Etiquette & Espionage. 

23 12:00 PM · Mountain View · 
Michaels at Shoreline · 2960 
Shoreline Blvd. · 650-962-1014

The AAUW of Palo Alto will hold their 
4th annual Author’s Luncheon featuring 
Lewis Buzbee, author of The Yellow-Lighted 
Bookstore, Bo Caldwell, author of From 
the Distant Land of My Father, C.J. Noonan, 
author of The House on Harrigan’s Hill, 
and Lalita Tademy, author of Cane River. 
Proceeds will be donated to Tech Trek 
scholarships.

25 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Bestselling author Ted Kerasote presents 
his latest book on people and dogs: Pukka’s 
Promise.  Get ready to rethink what you 
know about gfiving your dog the healthiest 
and longest life possible.

7:00 PM · SF · The World Affairs Council · 
312 Sutter Street, Suite 200 · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Andrew 
Guzman, author of Overheated: The Human 
Cost of Climate Change.

26 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Celebrate the power of female friendships 
and connection with A Band of Wives and 
Nothing But the Truth So Help Me God their col-
lection of essays, poetry, art, and more.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California 
Street · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Reverand Cecil Williams
and  Janice Mirikitani, authors of Beyond the 
Possible: 50 Years of Creating Radical Change in 
a Community Called Glide. This is a free event, 
advance reservations are required.

27 7:30 PM · SF · Herbst Theatre ·  
401 Van Ness · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Dr. Matt 
Walker of U.C. Berkeley’s Sleep and Neuro-
imaging Laboratory, in conversation with 
Amy Standen.

6:30 PM · SF · The World Affairs Council · 
312 Sutter Street, Suite 200 · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Max Boot, 
author of Invisible Armies: An Epic History of Gue-
rilla Warfare from Ancient Times to the Present.

28 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Melanie Hoffert shares Prairie Silence, her 
memoir of returning to her childhood 
hometown in rural North Dakota where 
neighbors are as close as blood but are often 
unable to share their deepest truths. 
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Facing the Wave by Gretel Ehrlich
In an eloquent narrative that blends reportage, 
poetic observation, and deeply felt reflection, 
Ehrlich introduces us to fishermen, farmers, teach-
ers, monks, outcasts, and an eighty-four-year-old 
geisha, who survived the 2011 tsunami in Japan. 

Their harrowing and inspirational stories are set against a 
landscape both shattered and beautiful, with the ever-present 
specter of the nearby Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power com-
plex that spews radiation into the fields and the fishing grounds. 
AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

Banksy: The Man Behind the 
Wall by Will Ellsworth-Jones
As famous as Banksy is, he is also utterly 
unknown. Now, in the first ever full-scale investi-
gation of the artist, reporter Will Ellsworth-Jones 

pieces together the story of Banksy, building up a picture of the 
man and the world in which he operates. He talks to his friends 
and enemies; those who knew him in his early, unnoticed days, 
and those who have watched him try to come to terms with his 
newfound fame and success. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

You’re All Just Jealous of 
My Jetpack by Tom Gauld
You’re All Just Jealous of My Jetpack distills 
perfectly Gauld’s dark humor, impeccable tim-

ing, and distinctive style. Arrests by the fiction police and imaginary 
towns designed by Tom Waits intermingle hilariously with piercing 
observations about human behavior and whimsical imaginings of 
the future. Again and again, Gauld reaffirms his position as a first-
rank cartoonist, creating work infused with a deep understanding 
of both literary and cartoon history. AVAILABLE NOW

Every Grain of Rice
by Fuchsia Dunlop
Try your hand at stir-fried potato slivers with chili 
pepper, vegetarian Gong Bao Chicken, sour-and-hot 
mushroom soup, or, if you’re ever in need of a quick fix, 

Fuchsia’s emergency late night noodles. Many of the recipes require 
few ingredients and are ridiculously easy to make. Fuchsia also 
includes a comprehensive introduction to the key seasonings and 
techniques of the Chinese kitchen. With stunning photography and 
clear instructions, this is an essential cookbook. AVAILABLE NOW

The Esperanza Fire
by John N. MacLean
Wildfires have grown bigger and more destruc-
tive—and more expensive. Federal taxpayers footed 
most of the $16 million bill for fighting the Esperanza 

Fire. But the highest cost was the lives of the five-man crew of 
Engine 57, the first wildland engine crew ever to be wiped out by 
flames. More than five years in the making, MacLean conducted 
thousands of interviews writing a vivid account of this fire from 
the perspectives of the men who were fighting it. AVAILABLE NOW

Beyond the Possible
by Cecil Williams & Janice Mirikitani
Reverend Cecil Williams’ vivid storytelling unite 
wonderfully with Janice Mirikitani’s gripping prose 
to show how Glide transformed a dwindling all-

white congregation into a diverse and energetic community of the 
poor, the disenfranchised, the homeless, the addicted, the men-
tally ill, the newly immigrated, and the politically passionate. Both 
a personal love story and a riveting view of American history, 
Beyond the Possible demonstrates what is truly possible for all of 
us. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

Going Clear by Lawrence Wright
Based on more than two hundred interviews 
with current and former members, Wright 
uncovers the inner workings of the Church of 
Scientology. At the book’s center, two men whom 

Wright brings vividly to life that made Scientology what it is 
today: Science-fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard, whose restless, 
expansive mind invented a new religion; and his successor, 
David Miscavige who had the unenviable task of preserving the 
church after the death of Hubbard. AVAILABLE NOW

The Lady and Her Monsters
by Roseanne Montillo
Exploring the frightful milieu in which Frankenstein 
was written, Roseanne Montillo, an exciting new 
literary talent, recounts how Shelley’s Victor Fran-

kenstein mirrored actual scientists of the period. Montillo paints 
a rich portrait of Shelley and her husband, Percy Bysshe Shelley, 
their friend Lord Byron, and their other contemporaries. Intellec-
tually curious, they were artists, poets, and philosophers, united in 
captivation with the occultists and daring scientists risking their 
reputations and their immortal souls to advance our understand-
ing of human anatomy and medicine. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

The Inventor and the Tycoon
by Edward Ball
One hundred and thirty years ago Eadweard 
Muybridge invented stop-motion photography, 
anticipating and making possible motion pictures. 

Yet the artist and inventor Muybridge was also a murderer. His 
patron was railroad tycoon Leland Stanford, whose particular 
obsession was whether four hooves of a running horse ever left 
the ground at once. Stanford hired Muybridge and his camera to 
answer that question. And between them, the murderer and the 
railroad mogul launched the age of visual media. AVAILABLE NOW

Bad Pharma by Ben Goldacre
We like to imagine that doctors are familiar with 
the research literature surrounding a drug, when 
in reality much of the research is hidden from them 
by drug companies. These problems have been 
protected from public scrutiny because they’re too 

complex to capture in a sound bite. But Dr. Ben Goldacre shows 
that the true scale of this murderous disaster fully reveals itself 
only when the details are untangled. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

Citizenville by Gavin Newsom
When Newsom’s tenure as mayor began, he found 
that San Francisco was far behind the likes of Esto-
nia and South Korea when it came to high-tech, 
experimental, and progressive government-to-citi-
zen communication and collaboration. Citizenville 

explains how the problems of twenty-first-century America are 
too big and too expensive for the government simply to buy solu-
tions. Instead, we must innovate our way out with a modern digital 
government housing the needs, concerns, information, and collabo-
ration of an enlightened digital citizenry. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 7TH

The Genius of Dogs
by Brian Hare & Vanessa Woods
Breakthroughs in cognitive science, pioneered by 
Brian Hare, have proven dogs have a kind of genius 
for getting along with people that is unique in the 

animal kingdom. Hare’s seminal research has led him to work 
with every kind of dog from the tiniest shelter puppy to the 
exotic New Guinea singing dog. The Genius of Dogs is nothing 
less than the definitive dog book of our time by the researcher 
who started a revolution. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

The Master of Us All
by Mary Blume
Unlike today’s celebrity designers, Balenciaga saw 
to it that little was known about him, to the point 
that some French journalists wondered if he existed 

at all. But one woman knew Balenciaga very well indeed: Florette 
Chelot was the first person he hired in his Paris house, and she 
worked closely with him for more than thirty years. Mary Blume 
tells the remarkable story of the man and his house through the 
eyes of the woman who knew him best. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH
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The Mirage by Matt Ruff
In this alternate history, the U.S. is a Third World 
country bent by religious strife, while the United 
Arab States are still reeling from the events of 
November 9, 2001, when Christian fundamental-
ists hijacked four planes and took down the Tigris 

and Euphrates World Trade Towers in Baghdad.  Three Arab 
Homeland Security agents have their hands full, forced to deal 
with suicide bombers and their recent claims that the world 
they are living in is a mirage. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

The Starboard Sea
by Amber Dermont
Jason Prosper grew up in Manhattan penthouses, 
Maine summer estates, and old-boy prep schools. 
When his best friend commits suicide, Jason is dev-

astated by the loss. When he meets Aidan, a fellow student with 
her own troubled past, they embark on a tender, awkward, deeply 
emotional relationship. When a major hurricane hits New England, 
the destruction it causes forces him to make sense of a terrible 
secret buried by the boys he considers his friends. AVAILABLE NOW

The Silent Oligarch
by Christopher Morgan Jones
Benjamin Webster is an investigator at a London 
corporate intelligence firm. Years before, as an 
idealistic young journalist in Russia, Webster saw a 

colleague murdered for asking too many hard questions of pow-
erful people; her true killers have never been found. Hired to ruin 
Malin, Webster comes to realize that this shadowy figure might 
have ordered her gruesome death, and that this case may deliver 
the justice he has been seeking for a decade. AVAILABLE NOW

The Lost Saints of Tennessee
by Amy Franklin-Willis
After Zeke loses his twin brother in a mysteri-
ous drowning and his wife to divorce, only ghosts 
remain in his hometown of Clayton, Tennessee, 

and Zeke makes the decision to leave town in a final attempt to 
escape his pain. When he finds refuge with cousins in Virginia 
horse country, divine acts in the form of severe weather, illness, 
and a new romance collide, leading Zeke to a crossroads where 
he must decide the fate of his family. AVAILABLE NOW

Murder at the Lanterne 
Rouge by Cara Black
Aimee Leduc is happy her long-time business part-
ner Rene has found a girlfriend. Really, she is; but 
her instincts tell her Meizi, this supposed love of 

Rene’s life, isn’t trustworthy. And her misgivings may not be far 
off the mark: Meizi disappears during a dinner to take a phone 
call, and then doesn’t return to the meal. Minutes later, the body 
of a young man is found shrink-wrapped in an alleyway — with 
Meizi’s photo in his wallet. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

Quiet by Susan Cain
Although they are often labeled “quiet,” it is to intro-
verts that we owe many of the great contributions to 
society — from van Gogh’s sunflowers to the inven-
tion of the personal computer. Passionately argued, 
impressively researched, and filled with indelible 

stories of real people, Quiet shows how dramatically we undervalue 
introverts, and how much we lose in doing so. This extraordinary 
book has the power to change how we see introverts and, equally 
important, how introverts see themselves. AVAILABLE NOW

Revenge: Eleven Dark Tales
by Yoko Ogawa
An aspiring writer moves into a new apartment and 
discovers that her landlady has murdered her hus-
band. Elsewhere, a beautiful cabaret singer with a 

grotesque heart approaches a surgeon. Desire meets with impulse 
and erupts, attracting the attention of the surgeon’s neighbor 
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— who is drawn to a decaying residence that is now home to 
instruments of human torture. Murderers and mourners, mothers 
and children, lovers and innocent bystanders — their fates con-
verge in an ominous and darkly beautiful web. AVAILABLE NOW

There Once Lived a Girl 
Who Seduced Her Sister’s 
Husband, and He Hanged 
Himself by Ludmilla Petrushevskaya

These realist fables of women looking for love are the stories that 
Ludmilla Petrushevskaya is best known for in Russia. Here are 
attempts at human connection, both depraved and sublime, by 
people across the life span: one-night stands in communal apart-
ments, poignantly awkward couplings, office trysts, schoolgirl 
crushes, elopements, tentative courtships, and rampant infidelity, 
shot through with lurid violence, romantic illusion, and surprising 
tenderness. With a satirical eye, Petrushevskaya blends macabre 
spectacle with transformative moments of grace. AVAILABLE NOW

Dancing to the Flute
by Manisha Amin
Abandoned as a young child, Kalu, has carved out 
a life for himself in rural India. One day, perched 
high in the branches of a banyan tree, Kalu 

chooses a leaf, rolls it tightly, and as he’s done for as long as he 
can remember, blows through it. His pure, simple notes dance 
through the air and attract a traveling healer, whose interest 
will change Kalu’s life forever, setting him on a path he would 
never have dreamt. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

Literary Rogues by Andrew Shaffer
Rock stars, rappers, and actors haven’t always 
had a monopoly on misbehaving. There was a 
time when authors fought with both words and 
fists, a time when poets were the ones living fast 
and dying young. This witty, insightful, and wildly 

entertaining narrative profiles the literary greats who wrote 
generation-defining classics while living and loving like hedo-
nistic rock icons, who were as likely to go on epic benders as 
they were to hit the bestseller lists. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

Why We Write by Meredith Maran
Anyone who’s ever sat down to write a novel or even 
a story knows how exhilarating and heartbreaking 
writing can be. So what makes writers stick with 
it? In Why We Write, twenty well-known authors 
candidly share tricks, tips, secrets to a successful 

writing life, and reflect on what keeps them going and what they 
love most—and least—about their vocation. AVAILABLE NOW

Fire and Forget edited by  
Roy Scranton and Matt Gallagher
This remarkable collection features fictional 
stories written by veterans of the Iraq and Afghan-
istan wars, as well as stories from those who were 

left waiting for them to return home. Not for the faint of heart, 
they are realistic, haunting, shocking, and unforgettable. Televi-
sion reports and movies about the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
have offered images of the fighting there. But this collection 
offers voices—powerful voices, telling the kind of truth that only 
fiction can offer. AVAILABLE NOW

The Art of Doing
by Camille Sweeney & Josh Gosfield
What really separates the best from the rest? We 
all know that it takes hard work, dedication, and 
the occasional dose of luck for someone to make 

it to the top of their chosen field. Yet, we also suspect that it 
takes a little something more—but what? The Art of Doing 
asks today’s most successful celebrities, businessmen, and 
iconoclastic achievers, “How do you succeed at what you do?” 
and their answers provide illuminating, surprising, and pro-
foundly inspiring advice. AVAILABLE NOW

Beyond Belief by Jenna Miscavige Hill
With unprecedented insider access into its inner 
world, the niece of the Church of Scientology’s com-
mander-in-chief tells the story of her bizarre and 
traumatic childhood as a member of the secretive 
organization, her dramatic escape, and her struggle 

to integrate into mainstream society afterwards. AVAILABLE NOW

The Real Jane Austen by Paula Byrne
Byrne’s portrait explores the lives of Austen’s 
extended family, friends, and acquaintances. 
Through their absorbing stories, we view Austen 
on a much wider stage and discover unexpected 
aspects of her life and character. The Real Jane 

Austen introduces us to a woman deeply immersed in the world 
around her, yet far ahead of her time in her independence and 
ambition; to an author who was an astute commentator on human 
nature and the foibles of her own age. AVAILABLE NOW

Remembering Whitney
by Cissy Houston
From Whitney’s earliest days singing in the church 
choir to her rapid ascent to the pinnacles of music 
stardom, Whitney’s mother Cissy recounts her 

daughter’s journey to becoming one of the most popular and suc-
cessful artists of all time. Setting the record straight, Cissy also 
speaks candidly about Whitney’s struggles in the limelight, reveal-
ing the truth about her turbulent marriage to singer Bobby Brown, 
her public attempts to regain her celebrated voice, and the battle 
with drugs that ultimately proved too much. AVAILABLE NOW

American Isis by Carl Rollyson
American Isis will be the first Plath bio benefiting 
from the new Ted Hughes archive at the British 
Library, which includes forty-one letters between 
Plath and Hughes as well as a host of unpublished 
papers. The Sylvia Plath, which Carl Rollyson brings 

to us, is no shrinking Violet overshadowed by Ted Hughes; she is a 
modern day Isis, a powerful force that embraced high and low cul-
ture to establish herself in the literary firmament. AVAILABLE NOW

Give Me Everything You Have
by James Lasdun
A true story of obsessive love turning to obsessive 
hate, Give Me Everything You Have chronicles the 
author’s strange and harrowing ordeal at the hands 

of a former student who began trying, in her words, to “ruin him” 
with everything from hate mail to public accusations of plagia-
rism and sexual misconduct. Compassionately told, this highly 
personal story meditates on subjects as varied as madness, race, 
Middle East politics, and the meaning of honor and reputation in 
the Internet age. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

Nancy: The Story of Lady 
Astor by Adrian Fort
This account charts Nancy Astor’s incredible story, 
from relative penury in the American South to a 
world of enormous countryside estates and lavish 

entertainments. But hers was not to be an easy life of power and 
pure glamour; it was also defined by principles and bravery, war 
and sacrifice, love, and the most embittered disputes. Adrian 
Fort brings to life an unforgettable woman who left a deep and 
lasting imprint on the political life of a nation. AVAILABLE NOW

Vow: A Memoir of Marriage
by Wendy Plump
One morning Wendy Plump’s friend came to tell her 
that her husband was having an affair. It was not a 
shock. Actually, it explained a lot. But what Wendy 

was not prepared for was the revelation that her husband also 
had another child. Moving fluidly from the intimate to the near-
universal, Wendy considers the patterns of adultery, the ebb and 
flow of passion, the undeniable allure of the illicit, the lovers and 
the lies. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 12TH

Detroit: An American 
Autopsy by Charlie LeDuff
What LeDuff reveals is that Detroit is, once and 
for all, America’s city: It led us on the way up, and 
now it is leading us on the way down. Detroit can 

no longer be ignored because what happened there is happen-
ing out here. Redemption is thin on the ground in this ghost of a 
city, but Detroit: An American Autopsy is no hopeless parable. 
Instead, LeDuff shares a deeply human drama of colossal greed, 
ignorance, endurance, and courage. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 7TH

Drinking With Men by Rosie Schaap
Rosie Schaap has always loved bars: the wood and 
brass and jukeboxes, the knowing bartenders, and 
especially the sometimes surprising but always com-
forting company of regulars. In Drinking with Men, 
Schaap shares her unending quest for the perfect local 

haunt, drinking alongside artists and expats, ironworkers and soccer 
fanatics, she finds these places offer a safe haven, a respite, and a 
place to feel most like herself. In rich, colorful prose, Schaap brings 
to life these seedy, warm, and wonderful rooms. AVAILABLE NOW

Fresh Off the Boat by Eddie Huang
After misadventures as an unlikely lawyer, and a 
comedian, Eddie threw everything he loved into his 
restaurant, the East Village hot-spot Baohaus, bring-
ing together a legacy stretching back to China and 
the shards of global culture he’d melded into his own 

identity. Funny, raw, and moving, and told in an irrepressibly alive and 
original voice, Fresh Off the Boat is a story of food, family, and the forg-
ing of a new notion of what it means to be American. AVAILABLE NOW

The Rebellious Life of Mrs. 
Rosa Parks by Jeanne Theoharis
Presenting a corrective to the popular notion of 
Rosa Parks as the quiet seamstress who, with a sin-
gle act, birthed the modern civil rights movement, 

Theoharis provides a revealing window into Parks’ politics and 
years of activism. She shows readers how this civil rights move-
ment radical sought—for more than a half a century—to expose 
and eradicate the American racial-caste system in jobs, schools, 
public services, and criminal justice. AVAILABLE NOW

Saturday Night Widows
by Becky Aikman
In her forties — a widow, too young, too modern to 
accept the role — Becky Aikman struggled to make 
sense of her place in an altered world. In this tran-

scendent and infectiously wise memoir, she explores surprising 
new discoveries about how people experience grief and transcend 
loss and, following her own remarriage, forms a group with five 
other young widows to test these unconventional ideas. Together, 
these friends summon the humor, resilience, and striving spirit 
essential for anyone overcoming adversity. AVAILABLE NOW

Mad Girl’s Love Song
by Andrew Wilson
Before she met Ted Hughes, Plath had lived a complex, 
creative, and disturbing life. Her father had died when 
she was only eight; she had tried to commit suicide, 

and had written more than two hundred poems. Mad Girl’s Love 
Song draws on exclusive interviews with friends and lovers who have 
never spoken openly about Plath before and uses previously unavail-
able archives and papers, focusing on the early life of the twentieth 
century’s most enduring female poet. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

Jujitsu Rabbi and the Godless 
Blonde by Rebecca Dana
A child who never quite fit in, Rebecca Dana dreamt 
of one day ditching Pittsburgh and moving to New 
York, her Jerusalem. After college, she made that 

dream a reality and for a time, life turned out exactly as she’d 
planned with glamorous parties and beautiful people. When it all 
came crashing down, Rebecca found herself living with Cosmo, 
a thirty-year-old Russian rabbi who practices jujitsu on the side, 
and she set off on a search for meaning. AVAILABLE NOW

· Coming       in Paper · 



Shannon

Doreen Cronin is one of the Queen Bees of picture book authors. She has a 
knack for creating a cast of characters that will make both you and your 
little ones snort with laughter, and shout: “Read it again!” Over the years 
she has given us Caldecott Honor winner Click Clack Moo, and then lo and 
behold she strikes again with her Diary Trilogy (illustrated by the amazing 
Harry Bliss) in which we get to read up on the daily lives of Worm, Fly & 
Spider.

Then Doreen went and rocked my world by writing the Trouble with Chick-
ens, a hysterical early chapter book about J. J. Tully. A retired search and 
rescue dog, poor Mr. Tully just wants some peace and quiet, but instead 
fi nds himself unable to say no to some chickens in distress; and also, the 
promise of a cheeseburger. 

So I guess what Doreen has taught me is that I shouldn’t pigeon hole any-
body; because Doreen doesn’t JUST do picture books. I should really call 
her one of the Queen Bees of ALL Children’s Literature, and I can’t wait 
to see what she’ll do next.

Red Kite, Blue Kite 
by Ji Li Jiang
Fact and fi ction are gloriously joined in this 
tale of China during the Cultural Revolution. 

Written accessibly for the 5-8year old set, this emotionally 
stirring and gorgeously illustrated book is perfect for use in 
the classroom, or for creating edifying conversation in the 
home. Though the story of kites is fi ctional, a helpful histori-
cal note is provided. (FOR 1ST-3RD GRADES) AVAILABLE NOW

Lucky Ducklings 
by Eva Moore
In a charming ode to Robert McClos-
key’s universally loved Make Way for 

Ducklings, a new generation of readers has been 
given a most delightful tale of ducklings, rescue and 
environmentalism. Featuring brave fi refi ghters and 
ADORABLE ducklings, this new picture book is 
perfectly suited for story times all over the Bay Area. 
(FOR KINGERGARTEN – 2ND GRADE) AVAILABLE NOW

Monsters Love Colors 
by Mike Austin
Learn your primary colors the MON-
STERLY way! Because, as it so happens, 

monsters love to do things like: scribble, mix, dance… and 
also WIGGLE! So if you know a little one who may also 
be wiggly, or squiggly, we have just the book to help them 
fi nd their inner wiggly, squiggly artist. A joyous and silly 
introduction to colors that belongs on every child’s shelf. 
(FOR PRESCHOOLERS – 1ST GRADE) AVAILABLE NOW

Peace by Wendy Anderson 
Halperin
You’re never too young to wonder how you can 
help bring peace to the world. In this lavishly 
illustrated picture book, based on the Tao Te 

Ching, young readers are invited to ask the big questions 
about our big, beautiful world, and also about themselves. 
Full of heart and wisdom, this book is perfect for parents 
and kids to share. (FOR 1ST-3RD GRADES) AVAILABLE NOW

Tangle of Knots by Lisa Graff
Finally. It’s here. The combination of ALL 
THINGS AWESOME — by which, we mean 
middle grade novels, and also cake. Told 
from various viewpoints that are elegantly 
woven together, this tale of magical talents, 

mystery and baking is sure to please the whimsical 
reader in your family. And just to put the icing on the 
cake, this adorable novel also includes a variety of recipes. 
(FOR 3RD – 5TH GRADES) AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

Seven Wonders Book 
One: The Colossus 
Rises by Peter Lerangis
Ancient worlds, super powers, and 
defective genes come together in this 
rollicking tale well suited for voracious 

and reluctant readers alike. Chock full of action and 
mystery, this page-turner will grab readers from the 
fi rst page. So hold onto your hats—the Seven Won-
ders series has started, and it’s going to be a big one! 
(FOR 3RD – 5TH GRADES) AVAILABLE NOW

Etiquette and Espionage
by Gail Carriger
Where Sophronia goes to school, girls 
aren’t just taught the feminine arts of 
dance, dress and etiquette—they’re also 
taught diversion, deceit and espionage. 

Set in an alternate England of 1851, Etiquette and 
Espionage features more assassins, dirigibles, and tea 
parties than even the most demanding connoisseur of 
steampunk would demand. Happy Reading, and don’t 
forget: Pinkies up. (FOR 6TH GRADE AND UP) AVAIL-
ABLE FEBRUARY 5TH

Kiki Strike: 
The Darkness Dwellers 
by Kirsten Miller
The third book in the wildly popular 
Kiki Strike series is fi nally here! If you 
haven’t read the fi rst two installments, 

now is the time—because this third book is going to 
rock your adventure-loving, mystery-solving socks 
off. Kiki travels to Paris in order to stop her cousin 
from all manner of evil deeds. What follows is a tale of 
treacherous royals, delinquent geniuses and a dash of 
romance. (FOR 6TH GRADE AND UP) AVAILABLE NOW

Prodigy by Marie Lu
The highly anticipated sequel to the 
much beloved Legend is here—and dare 
we say, it may even be better than the 
fi rst (if that’s at all possible). So step 
aside, Divergent and Hunger Games: 
another dystopian juggernaut is in town. 

Featuring the breathless action and fi ery romance that 
made Legend a runaway bestseller, Prodigy picks up 
the story exactly where it left off. Fast, furious, and 
otherwise fabulous, be sure to catch up with this series 
today. (FOR 6TH GRADE AND UP) AVAILABLE NOW
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57:00 PM · 
Burlingame 
· 1375 

Burlingame Ave · 
650-685-4911

International 
Master of Horror 
Darren Shan will be 
visiting us, to cele-
brate the release of 
ZOM-B Underground. 

Open to 
all souls 
who 
dare... 
for 
ages 
10+

9 3:00 PM · 
Alameda · 
1344 Park St · 

510-522-2226

Celebrate the Lunar 
New Year with 
author Oliver Chin 
and his new book, 
The Year of the Snake. 
Each year, Mr. Chin 
releases a new book 
honoring the Chinese 
Zodiac — and this 
year is looking par-
ticularly 
slith-
ery.... 
for ages 
4-7

11 4:00 PM · 
Alameda · 
1344 Park 

St · 510-522-2226

Hang out with the 
actual Froggy to cel-
ebrate the release 
of the newest book 
in the Froggy 
series, Froggy’s 
Worst Playdate! For 
ages 3+

18 6:00 PM · 
Palo Alto 
· Town & 

Country Village · 
650-321-0600

Finally! Not Your 
Mother’s Book 
Club™ has an 
ACTUAL book 
club! No reading is 
necessary for this 
fi rst meeting-- just 
come on down, 
enjoy some snacks, 
mingle with some 
fellow readers, 
and vote on next 
month’s selection! 
For ages 14+

* Every 
Thursday · 
3:30 PM

The BOOK BITES: 
Tasty Tales in Twenty 
read aloud series 
meets at 3:30 every 
Thursday and 
reads stories for 
newly independent 
readers (ages 6-8).

Shannon is our Senior Children’s 
Buyer. Not only does she have the 
fabulous taste that makes Books 
Inc. Kids what it is today, but she’s 
also a mommy of two! For 2013, 
we will be featuring her very 
favorites. Enjoy!

WE         KIDS EVENTS her one of the Queen Bees of ALL Children’s Literature, and I can’t wait 

Open to 
all souls 
who 
dare... 

year is looking par-




