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ENDORSE READING

By Mac Barnett
I write to endorse a particular kind of reading, one that involves 
more than words and sometimes no words at all. Everyone: Read 
picture books. Good picture books are not lesser reading, or easy 
reading, or baby reading. Good picture books are good reading. It 
doesn’t matter that your kindergartener finished Harry Potter, or 
your third grader did a book report on The Decameron. Picture 
books are part of a reader’s balanced diet, and cutting them out 
brings on the literary equivalent of rickets.  Smart kids read picture 
books, and a lot of smart adults do, too.

Because most picture books use both text and image to tell stories, 
the reader’s experience is more immersive, more active. The stories 
are rich and complex. When the pictures amplify the words, or con-
tradict the words, or tell a story the words doesn’t address—that’s 
narrative magic. And you can’t get that same magic from novels, or 
poems, or The Decameron.

And here is the good news: We live in an era when excellent, truly 
world-class picture books are being published. Truly, this is the 
most exciting time to be a reader of picture books in America since 
the 1960s — probably more exciting, since a lot of the books from 
that great golden age are still on shelves right next to the good new 
stuff. Right now talented people are making books with lively prose 
and beautiful pictures, books as good as anything else in the store. 
There are all sorts of picture books: funny stories and weepies, 
strange stories, shaggy stories, stories full of mysteries and sur-
prises. You will find the same variety in good picture books that you 
do in good literature, because good 
picture books are good literature. 
They are repositories of truth and 
beauty and wisdom, and they’re sit-
ting on shelves in the kids’ section of 
a Books Inc. near you. Go read some!
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“Not All Those Who Wander Are Lost.” — J.R.R. Tolkien

#MUSIC#KARAOKE#ROCKNROLL
August 8 · 7:00 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St

Meet Michael Walker, author of the national 
bestseller Laurel Canyon and once again 
delve into rock and roll history in his latest 
book What You Want Is in the Limo: On the 
Road with Led Zeppelin, Alice Cooper, and the 
Who in 1973, the Year the Sixties Died and the 
Modern Rock Star Was Born.

August 12 · 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St

Contributing editor for Rolling Stone maga-
zine, and national bestselling author Rob 
Sheffield explores the deep emotional links 
music and karaoke have on our souls, and 
the ways singing can help us find our way 
after suffering loss with Turn Around Bright 
Eyes: The Rituals of Love and Karaoke. 



The Art of Joy
by Goliardi Sapienza
Rejected by a series of publishers, and aban-
doned in a chest for twenty years, The Art 
of Joy was released in France in 2005, and is 

finally available to English readers. Set in the early 1900s, 
the story centers on Modesta, a Sicilian woman whose 
strength and character are an affront to conventional 
morality. This is the history of the twentieth century, trans-
figured by the perspective of one extraordinary woman who 
refuses to compromise her deeply felt values. AVAILABLE 
NOW

Babayaga by Toby Barlow
Will is a young American ad executive in Paris. 
Except his agency is a front for the CIA. It’s 
1959 and the cold war is going strong. But Will 
doesn’t think he’s a warrior—he’s just a good-
hearted Detroit ad guy. Featuring a chorus of 

angry witches, a weaponized LSD program, and a cache of 
rifles, what starts as a joyful romp through the City of Light, 
quickly grows into a daring, moving exploration of love, 
mortality, and responsibility. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

Brewster by Mark Slouka
1968 — Sixteen-year-old Jon Mosher, racked by 
guilt over his older brother’s childhood death, 
turns his rage into victories running track. 
Meanwhile, Ray Cappicciano is trying to take 
care of his baby brother while avoiding his abu-

sive father. When Jon and Ray form a tight friendship, they 
find in each other everything they lack at home, and when 
Ray falls in love with Karen Dorsey the three friends begin 
to dream of breaking away from Brewster, New York for 
good. AVAILABLE NOW

The Thinking Woman’s Guide 
to Real Magic
by Emily Croy Barker
During a miserable weekend at a friend’s wed-
ding, Nora wanders off and walks through a 

portal into a different world where she’s transformed from 
a drab grad student into a stunning beauty. Before long, she 
has a set of glamorous new friends and her romance with 
gorgeous, masterful Raclin is heating up. It’s almost too 
good to be true. Then the elegant veneer shatters and Nora’s 
new fantasy world turns into a fairy tale gone incredibly 
wrong. AVAILABLE AUGUST 1ST

Amor and Psycho
by Caroyln Cooke
From the winner of the PEN/Robert W. Bing-
ham Prize for fiction, come eleven stories about 
sex and death, violence and desire, love and 

madness, set in a vast American landscape that ranges 
from the largest private residence in Manhattan to the lush 
rain forests and marijuana farms of Northern California. At 
once philosophical and compulsively readable, Amor and 
Psycho dives into our darkest spaces, confronting the absur-
dity, poetry, and brutality of human existence. AVAILABLE 
AUGUST 6TH

Blood and Beauty 
by Sarah Dunant
By the end of the fifteenth century, the beauty 
and creativity of Italy is matched by its brutal-
ity and corruption. When Cardinal Rodrigo 

Borgia buys his way into the papacy as Alexander VI, he 
is defined not just by his wealth, but by his blood: He is a 
Spanish Pope in a city run by Italians. If the Borgias are to 
triumph Alexander must use papacy and family—in particu-
lar, his eldest son, Cesare, and his daughter Lucrezia—in 
order to succeed. AVAILABLE NOW

The Color Master
by Aimee Bender
Bender’s unique talents sparkle brilliantly in 
stories about people searching for connection 
through love, sex, and family—while navigat-

ing the often painful realities of their lives. In these deeply 
resonant stories—evocative, funny, beautiful, and sad—we 
see ourselves reflected as if in a funhouse mirror. Aimee 
Bender has once again proven herself to be among the most 
imaginative, exciting, and intelligent writers of our time. 
AVAILABLE AUGUST 13TH

The Infatuations 
by Javier Marías
At the Madrid cafe where she stops each day 
before work, Maria Dolz is drawn to a couple 
who is also there every morning. But what 

begins as mere observation turns into an increasingly com-
plicated entanglement when the man is fatally stabbed in 
the street. Maria approaches the widow to offer her condo-
lences and in return meets—and falls in love with—another 
man who sheds disturbing new light on the crime. AVAIL-
ABLE AUGUST 13TH

The People in the Trees
by Hanya Yanagihara
1950 — Doctor Norton Perina and anthropolo-
gist Paul Tallent head to Micronesia in search 
of a lost tribe. What they find in addition to the 

tribe is a group of fantastically long-lived forest dwellers. 
Suspecting the source of their longevity is a hard-to-find 
turtle, Perina tracks and kills one, smuggling the meat back 
to the States. Scientifically proving his thesis, worldwide 
fame and the Nobel Prize become his — but this epic discov-
ery comes at a terrible price. AVAILABLE AUGUST 13TH

Snow Hunters by Paul Yoon
Yohan defects from his country at the end of 
the Korean War, leaving his friends and family 
behind to seek a new life in Brazil. Throughout 
his years there, four people slip in and out of his 
life: Kiyoshi, the Japanese tailor for whom he 

works; Peixe, the groundskeeper at the town church; and 
two vagrant children named Santi and Bia. Yohan longs to 
connect with these people, but to do so he must let go of his 
traumatic past. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

The Violet Hour by Katherine Hill
Life hasn’t always been perfect for Abe and 
Cassandra Green, but they’ve made things 
work. Setting out for a day navigating Abe’s 
coveted new boat through the San Francisco 
Bay, the couple is in good spirits. But then, out 

of nowhere, they plunge into a terrible fight. Cassandra has 
been unfaithful. In a fit of fury, Abe throws himself off the 
boat. A love story that begins with the end of a marriage, 
The Violet Hour exquisitely navigates the passage of time. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Last Car Over the Sagamore 
Bridge by Peter Orner
Orner presents a kaleidoscope of individual 
lives viewed in startling, intimate close-up. 
Whether writing of Geraldo Rivera’s attempt to 

reveal the contents of Al Capone’s vault or of a father and 
daughter trying to outrun a hurricane, he illuminates uni-
versal themes. In stories that span considerable geographic 
ground-from Chicago to the Czech Republic-he writes of the 
past we can’t seem to shake, the losses we can’t make up for, 
and how our stories help us reclaim what we thought was 
gone forever. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

The Stench of Honolulu
by Jack Handey
Legendary humorist Jack Handey is back with 
his very first novel. When the reliably unreli-
able narrator and his friend, who have a taste 

for adventure, pay a visit to a travel agent they discover a 
treasure map and embark on a quest for the Golden Monkey 
in the foreign land of Honolulu. There, they meet untold 
dangers, confront strange natives, kill and eat Turtle People, 
kill some other things and people, eat another thing, and dis-
cover the ruins of ancient civilizations. AVAILABLE NOW

The English Girl by Daniel Silva
Madeline Hart is a rising star in Britain’s gov-
erning party. She is also a woman with a dark 
secret: she is the lover of Prime Minister Jona-
than Lancaster. Somehow, her kidnappers have 
learned of the affair, and they intend to make 

Lancaster pay for his sins. Fearful of a scandal that will 
destroy his career, Lancaster handles the matter privately. 
It is a risky gambit, not only for the prime minister but also 
for the operative who will conduct the search. AVAILABLE 
NOW

Archangel by Andrea Barrett
In these brilliant fictions rich with fact, Bar-
rett explores the thrill and sense of loss that 
come with scientific progress and the personal 
passions and impersonal politics that shape 
all human knowledge. The twentieth-century 

realms of science and war collide in the last two stories, as 
developments in genetics and X-ray technology that had 
once held so much promise fail to protect humans from 
the failures of governments and from the brutality of war. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Blood of the Lamb 
by Sam Cabot
“This document, dear friend, will shatter the 
Church.....” Reading these words in a dusty 
archive, Father Kelly is skeptical. The papers to 

which they refer have vanished, and he doubts that anything 
could ever have had that power—until the Vatican suddenly 
calls him to Rome to find those very papers. Meanwhile, 
Livia Pietro receives instructions: she must find Father 
Kelly and join his search, for these papers threaten to 
destroy not only the Catholic Church, but Livia’s people as 
well. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

Kind of Cruel by Sophie Hannah
Amber Hewerdine suffers from chronic insom-
nia. As a last resort, she visits a hypnotherapist, 
doubtful that anything will really change. Under 
hypnosis, Amber hears herself saying, “Kind, 
cruel, kind of cruel.” The words awaken a vague 

memory, but she dismisses the whole episode as nonsense. 
Two hours later, however, Amber is arrested for the brutal 
murder of a woman she’s never heard of, and the only way 
she can clear her name is by remembering exactly where 
she’s seen those words. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

The Sound of Things Falling
by Juan Gabriel Vásquez
Bogota, Columbia — Antonio Yammara reads 
an article about a hippo that had escaped from 
a derelict zoo once owned by Colombian drug 

kingpin Pablo Escobar. The article transports Antonio back 
to the changing world of the 1960s: a time before narco-traf-
ficking trapped a whole generation in a living nightmare, 
and when Antonio witnessed a friend’s murder. As he inves-
tigates, he discovers the many ways in which his own life 
and his friend’s family have been shaped by his country’s 
recent violent past. AVAILABLE AUGUST 1ST
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Hothouse by Boris Kachka
Kachka deftly reveals the era and the city that built 
the most influential publishing house of the modern 
era: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. From charming, and 
vulgar, founder-owner, Roger Straus, to his utter 
opposite, closeted editor, Robert Giroux, to the writers 

themselves, this account spans the history of FSG and dives into how 
publishing works today. Vast but detailed, full of both fresh gossip and 
keen insight, Hothouse is the product of five years of research and 
nearly two hundred interviews. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

Manson by Jeff Guinn
More than forty years ago Charles Manson and his 
mostly female commune killed nine people, among them 
the pregnant actress Sharon Tate. With information 
from interviews with Manson’s sister and cousin — nei-
ther of whom had ever previously cooperated with an 

author — childhood friends, cellmates, and members of the Manson 
Family, Guinn’s account puts the killer in the context of his times: the 
turbulent late sixties, an era of race riots and street protests when 
authority in all its forms was under siege. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

Falling Into the Fire
by Christine Montross
What is to be done when a patient’s experiences can-
not be accounted for, or helped, by what contemporary 
medicine knows about the brain? What then? When all 

else fails, Montross finds, what remains is the capacity to abide, to sit 
with the desperate in their darkest moments. At once rigorous and 
meditative, Falling Into the Fire is an intimate portrait of psychiatry, 
allowing the reader to witness the humanity of the practice and the 
enduring mysteries of the mind. AVAILABLE AUGUST 1ST

Republic of Outsiders 
by Alissa Quart
This is the story of the growing number of Americans 
who disrupt the status quo. It’s about the outsiders who, 
freed of middlemen and armed with new technology, are 

able to make their unusual ideas go viral. In a brilliant and far-reaching 
account, Quart introduces us to those who have created new structures 
to keep themselves sane; fulfilled; and, on occasion, paid. This deeply 
reported book shows how and why these groups now gather, organize, 
and create new communities and economies. AVAILABLE NOW

Very Recent History by Choire Sicha
After the Wall Street crash of 2008, the richest man 
in town is the mayor. Billionaires shed apartments 
like last season’s fashions. The young and careless 
go on as they always have, getting laid and getting 
laid off, falling in and out of love, and trying to navi-

gate the strange world they traffic in. A true-life fable of money, 
sex, and politics, Sicha’s Very Recent History turns our focus to a 
year in the life of a great city. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

This Town by Mark Leibovich
In Mark Leibovich’s remarkable look at the way 
things really work in D.C., a funeral for a beloved tele-
vision star becomes the perfect networking platform, 
a disgraced political aide can emerge with more 
power than his boss, campaign losers befriend their 

vanquishers (and make more money than ever!), “conflict of inter-
est” is a term lost in translation, political reporters are fetishized 
and worshipped for their ability to get one’s name in print, and, 
well—we’re all really friends, aren’t we? AVAILABLE NOW

The Smartest Kids in the 
World by Amanda Ripley
Kim, fifteen, raised $10,000 to move from Oklahoma 
to Finland; Eric, eighteen, exchanged a high-achiev-
ing Minnesota suburb for South Korea; and Tom, 

seventeen, left a historic Pennsylvania village for Poland. Their 
stories, along with groundbreaking research into learning in 
other cultures, reveal a pattern of startling transformation: none 
of these countries had many smart kids a few decades ago. Things 

had changed. Teaching had become more rigorous; parents had 
focused on things that mattered; and children had bought into the 
promise of education. AVAILABLE AUGUST 13TH

On the Noodle Road by Jen Lin-Liu
On her honeymoon in Italy, Jen Lin-Liu was struck 
by culinary echoes from China, where she’d lived 
for more than a decade. “Who really invented the 
noodle?” she wondered. But also: How had food 
and culture moved along the Silk Road — and what 

could still be felt of those long-ago migrations? Here Jen shares 
the historical and personal connections she discovered as she 
ate a path through western China and on into Central Asia, Iran, 
Turkey, and across the Mediterranean. AVAILABLE JULY 25TH

The Happy Atheist by Pz Myers
Through his science blog, “Pharyngula,” PZ Myers has 
entertained millions of readers. In this funny and fear-
less book, Myers takes on the religious fanaticism of our 
times with the gleeful disrespect it deserves, skewering 
the apocalyptic fantasies, magical thinking, hypocrisies, 

and pseudoscientific theories advanced by religious fundamental-
ists of all stripes. Myers not only pokes fun at the ridiculous tenets of 
popular religions but also highlights how the persistence of Stone Age 
superstitions can have dark consequences. AVAILABLE AUGUST 13TH

Zealot by Reza Aslan
Sifting through centuries of mythmaking, Reza Aslan 
sheds new light on one of history’s most influential and 
enigmatic characters by examining Jesus through the 
lens of the tumultuous era in which he lived, yielding 
a fresh perspective on one of the greatest stories ever 

told even as it affirms the radical and transformative nature of Jesus 
of Nazareth’s life and mission. The result is a singularly brilliant por-
trait of a man, a time, and the birth of a religion. AVAILABLE JULY 16TH

The Trauma of Everyday Life
by Mark Epstein, M.D.
Beginning with the analysis of the life of Buddha, Mark 
Epstein explores his own experiences, as well as those of his 
patients and fellow sojourners and teachers he has encoun-

tered as a psychiatrist and Buddhist. Revealing that the traumas that don’t 
destroy us wake us up to both our minds’ own capacity and to the suffering 
of others, this tenderly written book explores the ways trauma can be our 
greatest teacher on the path to freedom. AVAILABLE AUGUST 15TH

Thinking in Numbers
by Daniel Tammet
Using anecdotes, everyday examples, and rumina-
tions on history, literature, and more, Tammet allows 
us to share his unique insights and delight in the way 

numbers, fractions, and equations underpin all our lives. Inspired 
by Anne Boleyn’s eleven fingers, among other topics, Tammet 
explores questions such as why time seems to speed up as we age, 
whether there is such a thing as an average person, and how we 
can make sense of those we love. AVAILABLE NOW

The Big Disconnect
by Catherine Steiner-Adair, EdD
Not only do chronic tech distractions have deep and 
lasting effects, but children desperately need parents 
to provide what tech cannot: close, significant interac-

tions with the adults in their lives. Drawing on real-life stories from 
her clinical work with children and parents, and her consulting work 
with educators and experts across the country, Steiner-Adair offers 
insights and advice that can help parents achieve greater under-
standing, authority, and confidence as they come up against the tech 
revolution unfolding in their living rooms. AVAILABLE AUGUST 13TH

The Wet and the Dry
by Lawrence Osborne
Drinking alcohol: a beloved tradition, a dangerous 
addiction. In his wide-ranging travels, Lawrence 

Osborne has witnessed opposing views of alcohol across cultures 
worldwide, compelling him to wonder: is drinking alcohol a sign of 
civilization and sanity, or the very reverse? An immersing, controver-
sial, and often irreverent travel narrative, The Wet and the Dry offers 
provocative, sometimes unsettling insights into the deeply embedded 
conflicts between East and West, and the surprising influence of 
drinking on the contemporary world today. AVAILABLE NOW

You are Now Less Dumb
by David McRaney
Like You Are Not So Smart, You Are Now Less Dumb 
is grounded in the idea that we all believe ourselves 
to be objective observers of reality—except we’re not. 

But that’s okay, because our delusions keep us sane. Expanding on 
this premise, McRaney provides eye-opening analyses of fifteen 
more ways we fool ourselves every day and also reveals the true 
price of happiness, why Benjamin Franklin was such a badass, and 
how to avoid falling for our own lies. AVAILABLE NOW

Ninety Percent of  
Everything by Rose George
Freight shipping has been no less revolutionary than 
the printing press or the Internet, yet it is all but invis-
ible. Away from public scrutiny, shipping revels in 

suspect practices, dubious operators, and a shady system of “flags 
of convenience.” Infesting our waters, poisoning our air, and a prime 
culprit of acoustic pollution, shipping is environmentally indefen-
sible. Ninety Percent of Everything reveals the workings and perils 
of an unseen world that holds the key to our economy, our environ-
ment, and our very civilization. AVAILABLE AUGUST 13TH

Collision 2012 by Dan Balz
Using sources deep inside both campaigns and on the 
campaign trail through primary and battleground 
states, “Washington Post” correspondent Dan Balz 
traces the highs and lows of the Obama presidency as 
well as the ruthless Republican primary as both laid 

the groundwork for one of the most crucial, contentious elections of 
our time. Collision 2012 puts the race for the White House in context 
and explores just what the election means for the future of the demo-
cratic process and America. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

The Tender Soldier by Vanessa Gezari
Election Day, 2008 — Three American civilians travel 
to Afghanistan as a part of the Pentagon’s Human 
Terrain System, a program designed to understand 
the enemy and his culture. Gezari follows these three 
idealists from their departure to the fateful day when 

one is gravely wounded. This is an insightful look at the challenges 
of understanding a place like Afghanistan where storytelling has 
been a major tool of survival, and why all future wars will involve 
this mix of fighting and listening. AVAILABLE AUGUST 13TH

Real Talk for Real Teachers
by Rafe Esquith
If Esquith’s Teach Like Your Hair’s on Fire was food for 
a teacher’s mind, Real Talk for Real Teachers feeds the 
soul. Mixing his trademark offbeat humor with instruc-

tive stories and useful in-class advice, Esquith proves the perfect 
companion for teachers who need a quick pick-me-up, a long heart-to-
heart, or just a momentary reminder that they’re not alone. Providing 
from-the-hip advice to help teachers of every stripe cope with the over-
whelming challenges of the classroom and beyond. AVAILABLE NOW

The World in the Curl
by Peter Westwick & Peter Neushul
Westwick and Neushul bring the colorful history of surf-
ing to life by drawing readers into the forces that fueled 
the sport’s expansion: colonialism, the military-industrial 

complex, globalization, capitalism, environmental engineering, and race 
and gender roles. From the spread of surfing to the United States, to 
the development of surf culture, to the reintroduction of women into the 
sport, to big wave frontiers — the authors draw an indelible portrait of 
surfing and surfers as actors on the global stage. AVAILABLE NOW



1 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country 
Village · 650-321-0600

Former farm worker and longtime radical 
political activist, Bruce Neuburger shares 
Lettuce Wars. Part memoir, part social 
commentary on farm-worker politics, Neu-
burger’s unique perspective is a compelling 
and straight forward look into a world many 
of us will never know -- and one that needs 
and deserves attention.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Celebrate the 60th anniversary of One, 
our countries first politically motivated 
‘homophile’ journal. Books Inc. in the Cas-
tro proudly presents the launch of the zine 
Number Two. Gathering some 50+ queer 
writers and artists, this stunning collection 
reexamines our progress, while looking 
back at how we once looked forward.

2 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
Street · 510-522-2226

Truman Capote Literary Trust fellow, 
Alexander Maksik shares A Marker to Measure 
Drift, a hypnotic and spellbinding novel 
reflecting on memories that hold the power 
to destroy or redeem.

6 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

Join us for a launch party to celebrate Tracy 
Guzeman’s beautifully crafted debut novel in 
which histories and memories refuse to stay 
buried, and only the excavation of the past 
will enable its survivors to love again. The 
Gravity of Birds is an exquisitely written and 
haunting story blending family drama, love 
and seduction, and a provocative painting 
that binds them all.

8 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

Renowned OB/GYN, Anne Drapkin Lyerly, M.D., 
M.A. shares strategies on having the best birth 
possible, both physically and emotionally, with 
A Good Birth. Drawn from her landmark study 
involving more than one hundred women, 
Anne’s insights hold important messages for 
expecting mothers, midwives, and the medical 
community in general.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Former farm worker and longtime radical 
political activist, Bruce Neuburger shares Lettuce 
Wars. Part memoir, part social commentary on 
farm-worker politics, Neuburger’s unique per-
spective is a compelling and straight forward 
look into a world many of us will never know 
-- and one that needs and deserves attention.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Meet Michael Walker, author of the national 
bestseller Laurel Canyon and once again delve 
into rock and roll history in his latest book What 
You Want Is in the Limo: On the Road with Led Zep-
pelin, Alice Cooper, and the Who in 1973, the Year 
the Sixties Died and the Modern Rock Star Was Born.

9 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
Street · 510-522-2226

The insightful, funny, and acclaimed S.G. 
Browne brings us to the not-too-distant 
future with Big Egos. When temporarily 
becoming someone else takes a single injec-
tion of a DNA-laced cocktail, overdoing it 
causes lines and memories to blur.

12 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
Street · 510-522-2226

Contributing editor for Rolling Stone maga-
zine, and national bestselling author Rob 
Sheffield explores the deep emotional links 
music and karaoke have on our souls, and 
the ways singing can help us find our way 
after suffering loss with Turn Around Bright 
Eyes: The Rituals of Love and Karaoke.

13 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Co-founder and contributor to Salon.com, 
Gary Kamiya shares Cool Gray City Love. Mix-
ing in the colorful history of our vibrant 
City, Gary’s look at forty nine sites in San 
Francisco is an ambitious, eclectic, and 
beautifully written love letter to our corner 
of the world.

14 7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Fran Moreland Johns shares Perilous Times: An 
Inside Look at Abortion Before-And-After Roe V. 
Wade. A combination of Fran’s unique per-
spective on the days of back-alley abortions, 
insights from men and women whose lives 
have been impacted by unplanned pregnan-
cies, and comments from leaders in the field 
of reproductive rights.

4:00 PM · San Mateo Library · 55 West 
3rd Avenue · 650-522-7800

The San Mateo Library presents a very 
special story time with Sandra Feder, sharing 
Daisy’s Defining Day.

15 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

A pioneer in the holistic healing field, Dr. 
Ellen Cutler shares Clearing the Way to Health 
and Wellness, a guide to the techniques of 
BioSET®, an innovative and groundbreak-
ing treatment used to reverse chronic 
autoimmune disorders.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

New York Times bestselling author M.L. 
Stedman shares The Light Between Oceans, a 
haunting and beautifully layered story of 
love, desperation, and the blurring of what 
is right and wrong when we’re compelled to 
bring happiness to a loved one.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Local author and avid traveler Mickey Mestel 
shares his account of the four times he has 
traveled through the remote Sugata Val-
ley in northern Kenya, a place of extreme 
weather, wild animals, and mind-bending 
cultural differences with his vivid memoir, 
Wandering Turkana.

16 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

International bestselling author Cathleen 
Miller shares the inspirational and dramatic 
life of women’s health and reproductive 
rights advocate, Nafis Sadik, with the 
engrossing and extensively researched, 
Champion of Choice. 

ALAMEDA
1344 Park Street · 

510.522.2226

BERKELEY
1760 4th Street · 

510.525.7777

BURLINGAME
1375 Burlingame Ave · 

650.685.4911

MOUNTAIN VIEW
301 Castro St · 
650.428.1234

PALO ALTO 
Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650.321.0600

SAN FRANCISCO
Opera Plaza · 601 Van 

Ness · 415.776.1111
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SAN FRANCISCO
The Castro · 2275  

Market St · 415.864.6777

SAN FRANCISCO
The  Marina · 2251 Chest-

nut St · 415.931.3633

SAN FRANCISCO
Laurel Village · 3515 Cal-
ifornia St · 415.221.3666

SFO
bzinc · Terminal 3   

· 650.244.0615

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 3 · 650.244.0610

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 2 · 650.821.9299 

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

New York Times bestselling author, and 
Agatha Award-winner, Rhys Bowen shares 
book seven in her delightfully terrifying 
Royal Spyness series, Heirs and Graces. 
When Lady Georgiana Rannoch is entrusted 
with grooming Jack Altringham--the Duke’s 
newly discovered heir--she finds herself liv-
ing in luxury, that is until Jack is accused of 
murdering the Duke. . .

17 3:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Join us for a very special story time with 
acclaimed author-illustrator Elisa Kleven 
sharing her latest, Glasswings: A Butterfly’s 
Story. Get ready to let your imagination 
soar, this magical event will feature the 
chance to make your very own beautiful 
Glasswing butterflies. Elisa will kindly be 
providing supplies, but feel free to bring 
along a little bag of your own treasures for 
collage-making!

18 2:00 PM · Palo Alto · Oshman 
Family JCC · 3921 Fabian Way · 
650-223-8700

San Francisco’s legendary literary festival, Lit-
Quake Palo Alto, returns to the Oshman Family 
JCC. And it’s still free! Expect all the rollicking 
literary fun of great authors, ideas and con-
versation. There will be a variety of salons on 
intriguing topics from thrillers, to Silicon Val-
ley non-fiction, to cross-cultural writing.

21 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Pulitzer Prize-nominee and a writer for 
The Village Voice, Graham A. Rayman shares 
The NYPD Tapes, a biting exposé detailing 
secretly recorded audio tapes exposing 
corruption and abuse at the highest levels 
of the department, and the treatment of 
the whistleblower who tried to stop it.

22 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Learn the art of flower arranging from 
the experts. Owners of the whimsical and 
highly lauded floral design center, Studio 
Choo in South San Francisco, Alethea 
Harampolia and Jill Rizzo will demonstrate 
how to beautifully arrange flowers with 
ease using their lovely and easy-to-follow 
guide, The Flower Recipe Book. 

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Internationally recognized biopsychologist 
and naturalist, Susan M. Schneider shares 
The Science of Consequences, a fascinating 
look at the ways consequences activate 
genes and restructure the neural configura-
tion of both human and animal brains. 

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Books Inc. Alameda presents a dual author 
reading packed with adventure. Take a trip 
along the high seas with Tony Johnson, shar-
ing The Captain and Mr. Shrode, and travel to 
the lush and turbulent Second World War 
with Bill Weinreb, sharing The Gift of Sleep. 

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Yangsze Choo shares her stunning literary 
debut, The Ghost Bride, a wondrous coming-
of-age story infused with Chinese folklore, 
romantic intrigue, adventure, and fascinat-
ing, dreamlike twists.

23 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
Street · 510-522-2226

Pulitzer Prize-nominee, National Book Award 
finalist, and winner of the Andrew Carnegie 
Medal, among other awards, acclaimed poet 
Gary Soto shares his engaging writer’s confes-
sion, What Poets Are Like. Shared through sixty 
short episodes, Gary’s memoir touches on 
what makes up a writer’s life, from blows to 
ego, to the pleasures of the written word.

24 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Books Inc. and the San Francisco Travel 
Club present best-selling travel writer, J. 
Maarten Troost shares his latest memoir of 
misadventrue, Headhunters on My Doorstep. 
Along with winning his struggle to alcohol-
ism in rehab, Troost also became numb to 
life. In search of himself, and a reawakening 
to life, he set out on an adventure in the 
South Pacific following in the steps of Rob-
ert Louis Stevenson.

27 7:00 PM · Mountain View · 
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Dave Prager shares Delirious Delhi, a vivid 
and entertaining look inside India’s capital. 
Part travel narrative, part travel guide, 
Dave’s tribute to this great world city 
offers an invitation to explore its many 
wonders. 

28 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
Street · 510-522-2226

With paintings that have appeared in the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the 
National Gallery of Greece, artist Christian 
Brechneff first found inspiration on the 
Greek island of Sifnos in 1972 at the age of 
twenty-one. In The Greek House, he shares 
how the island shaped him as an artist and 
a person, and the various changes the island 
has gone through since his first trip there.

29 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Children’s 
Library · 1276 Harriet St · 650-
329-2436

The Palo Alto Summer Reading Program 
presents Donia Bijan, author of Maman’s Home-
sick Pie: A Persian Heart in an American Kitchen.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Television journalist, and a former anchor 
on San Francisco’s KRON-TV, Robin Chap-
man shares the fascinating history of Silicon 
Valley’s lost apricot orchards and recalls the 
season when the Santa Clara Valley was the 
largest apricot producer in the world with 
California Apricots. 

31 4:00 PM · Burlingame Library 
· 480 Primrose Road · 650-558-
7474

The Burlingame Library presents Louise 
Penny, author of How the Light Gets in: A Chief 
Inspector Gamache Novel.
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The Deep Whatsis
by Peter Mattei
Meet Eric Nye. A ruthless young Chief Idea Officer 
at a New York City ad agency, Eric downsizes his 
department, guzzles only the finest Sancerre, pops 

pills, and chases women. Then one day he meets Intern, whose 
name he can’t remember, that could cause his downfall, or his 
awakening. A satire of the inherent absurdity of advertising 
and the flippant cruelty of corporate behavior, Mattei shows the 
devastating effects of a world where civility and respect have 
been fired. AVAILABLE NOW

The Wicked Girls by Alex Marwood
Summer, 1986 — Two eleven-year-old girls meet 
for the first time. By the end of the day, they 
will both be charged with murder. Twenty-five 
years later, journalist Kirsty Lindsay’s reporting 
leads her to interview carnival cleaner Amber 

Gordon. This is the first time Kirsty and Amber have seen 
each other since that dark day so many years ago. Now 
with new, vastly different lives—and unknowing families to 
protect—will they really be able to keep their wicked secret 
hidden? AVAILABLE NOW

Among the Janeites
by Deborah Yaffe
They walk among us in their bonnets and Empire-
waist gowns, clutching their souvenir tote bags and 
battered paperbacks: the Janeites, Jane Austen’s legion 

of devoted fans. Who are these obsessed admirers, whose passion has 
transformed Austen from classic novelist to pop-culture phenom-
enon? Deborah Yaffe, journalist and Janeite, sets out to answer this 
question, exploring the remarkable endurance of Austen’s stories, the 
unusual zeal that their author inspires, and the striking cross-section 
of lives she has touched. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

Animals Talking in All Caps
by Justin Valmassoi
A goat who wants to sell you some meth. A giraffe 
that might be violating his restraining order. An 
alpaca with a very dirty secret. These are just a few 

of the hilariously human animals you’ll meet in Animals Talking 
in All Caps. Inspired by the wildly popular blog of the same name 
and including some of the site’s best-loved entries as well as gobs 
of never-before-seen material, these pages provide a brilliantly 
unhinged glimpse into the animal mind. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

Blocked on Weibo by Jason Q. Ng
Weibo, China’s equivalent of Twitter, currently 
censors hundreds of words and phrases, rang-
ing from fairly obvious terms, to deeply obscure 
references. What began as a highly praised blog 
has become Blocked on Weibo, an expanded list 

of over 150 forbidden keywords, as well as being an invaluable 
guide to sensitive topics in modern-day China, this remarkable 
and groundbreaking work offers possible explanations as to 
why the Chinese government might consider these terms sen-
sitive. AVAILABLE NOW

The Numbers Game
by Chris Anderson & David Sally
Innovation is coming to soccer, and at the center 
of it all are the numbers—a way of thinking about 
the game that ignores the obvious in favor of how 

things actually are. Chris Anderson, a former professional goal-
keeper turned soccer statistics guru, teams up with behavioral 
analyst David Sally to uncover the numbers that really matter 
when it comes to predicting a winner. Investigating basic but 
profound questions they deliver an incisive, revolutionary new 
way of watching and understanding soccer. AVAILABLE NOW

Subversives by Seth Rosenfeld
Tracing the FBI’s secret involvement with three 
iconic figures at Berkeley during the 1960s, these 
converging narratives tell a disturbing story of FBI 
surveillance during a turning point in our nation’s 
history. Rosenfeld reveals how the FBI’s covert oper-

ations helped ignite an era of protest, undermine the Democrats, 
and benefit Reagan. Rosenfeld compelled the bureau to release 
more than 250,000 pages of secret files, providing an extraordi-
nary view of what the government was up to. AVAILABLE NOW

Lawrence in Arabia 
by Scott Anderson
The Arab Revolt against the Turks in World War 
One was, in the words of T.E. Lawrence, “a side-
show of a sideshow.” As a result, the conflict was 

shaped to a remarkable degree by a small handful of adventurers 
and low-level officers far removed from the corridors of power. 
Based on four years of intensive primary document research, 
Anderson definitively overturns received wisdom on how the 
modern Middle East was formed. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

Ecstatic Nation by Brenda Wineapple
For America, the mid-nineteenth century was an 
era of vast expectation and expansion: the country 
dreamed big, craved new lands, developed new tech-
nologies, and after too long a delay, finally confronted 
its greatest moral failure: slavery. Award-winning 

historian and literary critic Brenda Wineapple explores these 
feverish, ecstatic, conflicted years when Americans began to live 
within new and ever-widening borders, both spiritual and geo-
graphic; fought a devastating war over parallel ideals of freedom 
and justice; and transformed their country, at tragic cost, from a 
confederation into one nation, indivisible. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

The Invention of Murder
by Judith Flanders
Murder in the nineteenth century was rare. But 
murder as sensation and entertainment became 
ubiquitous. Here, Flanders retells the gruesome, 

and fascinating, stories of many different types of murder—both 
famous and obscure—from the crimes (and myths) of Sweeney 
Todd and Jack the Ripper to the tragedies of the murdered Marr 
family. With an irresistible cast of swindlers, forgers, and poison-
ers, The Invention of Murder is both a gripping tale of crime and 
punishment, and history at its most readable. AVAILABLE NOW

Franco’s Crypt by Jeremy Treglown
Inside Spain as well as outside, many believe—
wrongly—that under Franco’s dictatorship, nothing 
truthful or imaginatively worthwhile could be said 
or written or shown. Jeremy Treglown reveals 
that despite state censorship, events of the time 

were vividly recorded. Treglown looks at what’s actually there—
monuments, paintings, public works, novels, movies, video 
games—and considers, in a captivating narrative, the totality of 
what it shows. The result is a much-needed reexamination of a 
history we only thought we knew. AVAILABLE AUGUST 13TH

The Longest Road by Philip Caputo
2011 — In a divided America, Caputo, his wife, and 
their two English setters drove from Florida to 
Alaska, covering 16,000 miles. He spoke to every-
one from a West Virginia couple saving souls to a 
Native American shaman and taco entrepreneur. 

What he found is a story that will entertain and inspire readers 
as much as it informs them about the state of today’s United 
States, the glue that holds us all together, and the conflicts that 
could cause us to pull apart. AVAILABLE JULY 16TH

My Lunches with Orson
by Peter Biskind
Putting the long-discussed rumors to rest, My 
Lunches with Orson reveals what the tapes contain-
ing private conversations between Orson Welles 

and his friend, director Henry Jaglom, recorded over regular 
lunches in the years before Welles died. Edited by Peter Biskind, 
America’s foremost film historian, this fascinating book reveals 
one of the giants of the twentieth century, a man struggling with 
reversals, bitter and angry, desperate for one last triumph, but 
crackling with wit and a restless intelligence. AVAILABLE NOW

JFK’s Last Hundred Days
by Thurston Clarke
A revelatory, minute-by-minute account of JFK’s 
last hundred days that asks what might have been. 
Fifty years after his death, President John F. Ken-

nedy’s legend endures. JFK’s Last Hundred Days is a gripping 
account that weaves together Kennedy’s public and private lives, 
explains why the grief following his assassination has endured 
so long, and solves the most tantalizing Kennedy mystery of 
all—not who killed him but who he was when he was killed, and 
where he would have led us. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

These Few Precious Days
by Christopher Andersen
Drawing on hundreds of interviews conducted 
with the Kennedys inner circle from family 
members and lifelong friends to key advisors and 

political confidantes Andersen takes us deeper inside the world 
of the president and his first lady than ever before. Unsparing 
yet sympathetic, bigger than life but all too real, These Few Pre-
cious Days captures the ups and downs of a marriage, a man, 
and a woman, the memories of which will continue to fascinate 
and inspire for generations to come. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

The Telling Room 
by Michael Paterniti
In the village of Guzman, Spain, in a cave on the edge 
of town, an ancient door leads to a chamber known 
as “the telling room.” It was here that Michael Pater-

niti heard a larger-than-life story about a piece of cheese, reputed 
to be among the finest in the world. Determined to figure out the 
truth to this story, Paterniti relocated his young family and dove 
headfirst into an unfolding mystery featuring betrayal and theft, 
death threats, and a murder plot. AVAILABLE NOW

Short Nights of the Shadow 
Catcher by Timothy Egan
Edward Curtis, a famous portrait photographer, 
moved in rarefied circles. But when he was thirty-
two years old, in 1900, he gave it all up to pursue 

his Great Idea: to capture on film the continent’s original inhab-
itants before the old ways disappeared. Curtis spent the next 
three decades documenting the stories and rituals of more than 
eighty North American tribes and is credited with making the 
first narrative documentary film. Short Nights of the Shadow 
Catcher is his fascinating story. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

The Distancers by Lee Sandlin
From the nineteenth century German immi-
grants who settled on a Midwestern farm, to 
the proud and upright relatives with whom 
Sandlin spent the summers of his youth, a 
whole history of quiet ambition and stoic pride 

leaps off the page in this family epic. Touching on The Great 
Depression, WWII, and the American immigrant experi-
ence, this is about a time and place long since vanished, 
where the author learned the value of family and the art of 
keeping one’s distance. AVAILABLE AUGUST 13TH
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ALAMEDA

13  Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult 
Book Club (ages 13+) will 

discuss Beautiful Creatures by Kami 
Garcia & Margaret Stohl.

14Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Neptune Garden Book 
Club will discuss Love by 

Toni Morrison.

15 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Discus-
sion Group will discuss Ten 

Breaths to Happiness: Touching Life in 
Its Fullness by Glen Schneider.

16 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made Us 
Do This Book Club will dis-

cuss The Alchemyst: The Secrets of the 
Immortal Nicholas Flamel by Michael 
Scott.

25Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16 & 

up) will discuss Murder on the Orient 
Express by Agatha Christie.

Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss Giovanni’s Room by 
James Baldwin.

30 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Magical Tales Of 
Adventurous Children 

Book Club (ages 8-10) will meet.

BERKELEY

3 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discusss The Catcher in the 

Rye by J.D. Salinger.

BURLINGAME

8 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will dis-

cuss Light Years by James Salter.

29 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Healthy Lives Book 
Group will discuss What 

Money Can’t Buy: The Moral Limits of 
Markets by Michael J. Sandel.

LAUREL VILLAGE

6 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss The 

Starboard Sea by Amber Dermont.

20Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Random 

Violence by Jassy MacKenzie.

28 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young At Heart Book 
Club will discuss Septem-

ber Girls by Bennett Madison.

*
Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thurs-
day and reads stories for newly 
independent readers (ages 6-8).

MOUNTAIN VIEW

12 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass 
Adventure Book Club will 

discuss Lost in the Jungle: A Harrow-
ing True Story of Survival by Yossi 
Ghinsberg.

13Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired 
Book Club will discuss 

Gangs of America: The Rise of Corpo-
rate Power and the Disabling of the 
Economy by Ted Nace.

18Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss Apoca-

lypse Cow by Michael Logan.

26 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss 

Don’t Get Too Comfortable by David 
Rakoff.

OPERA PLAZA

10 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will discuss My Bril-

liant Friend by Elena Ferrante.

18 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss 

The Great Railway Bazaar: By Train 
Through Aisa by Paul Theroux.

PALO ALTO

13Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 

12+) will discuss Indiana Jones and 
the Dinosaur Eggs by Max McCoy.

11Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Club will discuss The 

War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells.

19 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will dis-

cuss Invisibility by David Levithan & 
Andrea Cremer.

27 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club will 

discuss Beautiful Ruins by Jess 
Walter.

THE CASTRO

14 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
meet.

21 Wednesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic 
Lit Book Club will discuss 

Something Wicked This Way Comes 
by Ray Bradbury. 

THE MARINA

7Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will 

discuss Cruise Confidential: A Hit 
Below the Waterline by By Brian 
David Bruns.

20 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will meet.

28 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read
will discuss The Left 

Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. Le 
Guin.

· Book Clubs & Recommendations · 7August
2013

The Casual Vacancy by J.K. Rowling
Pagford is, seemingly, an English idyll, but what 
lies behind the pretty facade is a town at war. 
When Barry Fairbrother dies, the empty seat he 
leaves behind on the parish council soon becomes 
the catalyst for the biggest war the town has yet 

seen. Who will triumph in an election fraught with passion, 
duplicity, and unexpected revelations? AVAILABLE NOW

The Stockholm Octavo
by Karen Engelmann
1791, Stockholm — Life is close to perfect for Emil 
Larsson. He is a true man of the Town — a drinker, 
card player, and contented bachelor — until one 

evening a fortune-teller shares a golden path that will lead Lars-
son to love. She lays for him an Octavo, a spread of cards that 
augur eight individuals who can help him realize this vision 
— now all he has to do is find them. . . AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

Hhhh by Laurent Binet
The most lethal man in Hitler’s cabinet, Reinhard 
Heydrich seemed indestructible — until two 
exiled operatives killed him. This mesmerizing 
debut follows Jozef Gab�ik and Jan Kubis from 
their escape from Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia 

to their fatal attack on Heydrich. A seamless blend of memory, 
actuality, and Binet’s remarkable imagination, HHhH is a fast-
paced novel of the Second World War that is also a profound 
meditation on the debt we owe to history. AVAILABLE NOW

Me Before You by Jojo Moyes
Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an 
exceedingly ordinary life when she takes a job 
working for Will Traynor, who is wheelchair 
bound after an accident. Will has always lived 
a huge life — big deals, extreme sports, world-

wide travel—and is now  acerbic, moody, bossy — but Lou 
refuses to treat him with kid gloves, and soon his happiness 
means more to her than she expected. AVAILABLE NOW

Dear Life by Alice Munro
Alice Munro illumines the moments a simple twist 
of fate turns a person out of his or her accustomed 
path. Suffused with Munro’s clarity of vision and 
her unparalleled gift for storytelling, these stories 
about departures and beginnings, accidents, dan-

gers, and homecomings both virtual and real, paint a vivid and 
lasting portrait of how strange, dangerous, and extraordinary 
the ordinary life can be. AVAILABLE NOW

The Smart One by Jennifer Close
Weezy Coffey’s oldest child, Martha, is recovering 
from a career flameout. Her middle child, Claire, 
has cancelled her wedding. And her youngest, 
Max, is dating Cleo, a girl so beautiful and confi-
dent she wears her swimsuit to family dinner. As 

the Coffey children’s various missteps unite them in their child-
hood home, Weezy suddenly finds her empty nest crowded and 
her children in full-scale regression. AVAILABLE NOW

The Twenty-Year Death
by Ariel Winter
Three complete novels that, taken together, tell 
a single epic story, about an author whose life is 
shattered when violence and tragedy consume the 

people closest to him. It is an ingenious and emotionally powerful 
debut performance from literary detective and former bookseller 
Ariel S. Winter, one that establishes this talented newcomer as a 
storyteller of the highest caliber. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH

Waging Heavy Peace by Neil Young
The eagerly awaited memoir of the twice inducted 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame music icon, Neil Young. 
Here he offers a kaleidoscopic view of his personal 
life and musical career, spanning his time in bands 
like Buffalo Springfield, Crosby, Stills & Nash and 

Crazy Horse; moving from the snows of Ontario through the 
LSD-laden boulevards of 1966 Los Angeles to the contemplative 
paradise of Hawaii today. AVAILABLE NOW

Brain on Fire by Susannah Cahalan
Brain on Fire is the powerful account of Susanna’s 
struggle to recapture her identity and to rediscover 
herself among the fragments left behind. Following 
a month long hospital stay Susannah awoke with no 
memory what-so-ever of what led her there.  In this 

swift and breathtaking narrative, Susannah tells the astonishing true 
story of her inexplicable descent into madness and the brilliant, life-
saving diagnosis that nearly didn’t happen. AVAILABLE AUGUST 6TH
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In 2005 Anne Schwartz and Lee Wade launched their own imprint, called 
Schwartz and Wade Books at Random House. 

In that time they have published some of my favorite picture books such 
as You Never Heard of Sandy Koufax?! by Jonah Winter, one of the best pic-
ture book bios ever (Check out recently released You Never Heard of Willie 
Mays?!). How to be a Baby by Me the Big Sister by Sue Heap which both my 
daughter and I think is absolutely hysterical and was indispensable when 
we brought baby brother home. And I cannot not mention How Rocket 
Learned to Read and Rocket Writes a Story by Tad Hills, which both melt my 
heart every time I open them.

I could keep going if I had the space but I’ll stop at this: I love Schwartz & 
Wade because they truly believe in the power of the picture book. They 
work tirelessly to help their authors and illustrators put just the right 
words with just the right pictures, and they create magic. Every time.

Dinosaur 
Kisses by 
David Ezra Stein

Chomping? Easy. Stomping? No 
problem! But kissing? Not quite so 
simple for this little dinosaur! Newly 
hatched tots will delight in this affec-
tionate, if totally silly story about 
lessons learned the hard way. AVAIL-
ABLE AUGUST 6TH (AGES 2-5)

Mouse with 
a Question 
Mark Tail 
by Richard Peck

This companion novel to Peck’s 
Secrets at Sea follows the adven-
tures of a new cast of mice in 
Victorian London. Mouse Minor is 
an orphan who runs away to fi nd 
clues about who he is and where 
he comes from. As Buckingham 
Palace prepares for the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee, our mouse hero 
has run-ins with royalty while 
dodging spies and trying to fi nd 
his own identity. This witty adven-
ture story is also great to read out 
loud! AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 8+)

Lara’s Gift by 
Annemarie O’Brien
Lara wants nothing 
more than to follow 
in her father’s foot-

steps, breeding top borzoi dogs 
for Russian nobility. On her way 
to realizing this dream, she faces 
serious obstacles; not only does she 
have fewer opportunities than her 
male counterparts, but she is also 
plagued by terrifying visions of the 
future. Vivid characters and lively 
dialog makes the 1910s Russian 
setting come to life. AVAILABLE 
AUGUST 6TH (AGES 10+)

Binny for Short 
by Hilary McKay
Binny doesn’t think 
things could get any 
worse when her 

father dies. But then she’s forced 
to give up her beloved dog, and 
move with her mom and siblings 
to an old house by the sea. Oh 
yeah, and she’s also being haunted 
by her recently departed Aunt 
Violet. Binny tries to get used to 
this new life while navigating not 
only her fi rst crush, but her fi rst 
arch nemesis as well. Her story is 
funny, touching, and unforgettable! 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 8+)

Surprise 
Attack of Jabba 
the Puppet by 
Tom Angleberger

Don’t miss the newest installment 
in the wildly funny Origami Yoda 
series! When dark times fall on 
McQuarrie Middle School, the stu-
dents must form a Rebel Alliance 
against the FunTime Menace. Will 
they be able to survive an attack 
from Jabba the Puppet? AVAIL-
ABLE AUGUST 6TH (AGES 8+)

Ah Ha! 
by Jeff Mack
Minimalism is a big 
word to toss around 

for books aimed at toddlers, but 
it’s probably the most succinct 
way to summarize the appeal of 
this one—other than adorable, 
hilarious, colorful and clever, that 
is. So join Frog as he settles in for 
what is supposed to be a relax-
ing day at the pond. AVAILABLE 
AUGUST 20TH (AGES 2-5)

Monstergarten 
by Daniel 
Mahoney

Starting school can be scary, 
ESPECIALLY when you go to 
monstergarten! But is wee mon-
ster Patrick scary enough? Help 
your little monster prepare for 
kindergarten with an adorable 
twist on the school-anxiety genre. 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 3-5)

Bully by 
Laura Seeger
This deceptively 
simple book takes 

on the not-so-simple issue of name 
calling. A little bull takes his frus-
tration out on the other animals 
in the barnyard by calling them 
mean names. It isn’t until his own 
feelings are hurt that the little bull 
realizes he’s been a big bully. This 
is a gentle and humorous intro-
duction to an important issue. 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 3-6)

True Blue 
Scouts of 
Sugar Man 
Swamp 

by Kathi Appelt
A gang of feral hogs and greedy 
developers are both threatening 
to wipe out Sugar Man Swamp. 
The fate of the swamp may depend 
on a mysterious creature known 
as Sugar Man, but fi nding and 
awakening him is easier said than 
done. This folksy tall tale about life 
in a Texas bayou combines drama, 
adventure, and a touch of magic. 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 8+)

BOOKS INC. NOW HIRING: JUNIOR BOOKSELLERS!
Are you obsessed with books? Do you read your face off, and then read some more? Good. Books Inc. wants 
YOU. Sign up with your neighborhood store manager for a shift to be a Junior Bookseller for the month of 
August! Help people fi nd the books that will blow their minds, hang out in the bookstore, write reviews, and 
generally be your awesome, passionate self. And don’t worry: Books Inc. pays in books. (For ages 8-18)

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR VERONICA ROTH!
October 24 · 7:00 PM · SF · The Castro Theatre · 429 Castro St. 

Questions? Call (415) 776-1111
 
See YA phenom Veronica Roth in person, at the Castro Theater to share the fi nal book 
in the Divergent Trilogy, Allegiant. This special, ticketed event will include a reading, 
talk, Q&A with the author, and signing. Your ticket entitles you to a seat at the event, 
and a copy of Allegiant. 

This event is hosted by Books Inc., the West’s oldest independent bookseller, and 
Books Inc.’s Young Adult author salon, Not Your Mother’s Book Club™.

Check for all of the details at www.booksinc.net or follow this QR Code to buy 
tickets NOW!

Shannon

What does it mean to 
Rock the Way You Read? 
It means that some 
authors are formative. 
They change the way 
you think, and the way 
you see the world. Lloyd 
Alexander is one of those 
authors.

Most famous for his 
twice-Newbery winning 
series, The Prydain Chron-
icles, Lloyd Alexander’s 
body of work is thor-
oughly eclectic. From Time 
Cat to The Wizard in the 
Tree, Mr. Alexander wrote 
books that delight, ques-
tion and always entertain. 
So no matter who you 
are, or what you like, we 
bet Lloyd Alexander’s got 
something that will Rock 
the Way You Read.

Rock 
the way you 

Read 
with Lloyd Alexander




