
October 3 · 7:00 PM
Books Inc. in 

Mountain View

Famed investiga-
tive journalist Eric 
Schlosser explores 
the dilemma 
that has existed 
since the dawn 
of the nuclear 
age: how do you 
deploy weapons 
of mass destruc-
tion without being 
destroyed by them? 
with the auda-
cious Command and 
Control: Nuclear 
Weapons, the Damas-
cus Accident, and the 
Illusion of Safety. 

October 5 · 7:00 PM
Books Inc. in 
Opera Plaza

Join the 501st 
Legion for a cel-
ebration of the 
2nd annual Star 
Wars Reads Day! 
Featuring content 
manager of star-
wars.com Pablo 
Hidalgo, author 
of Star Wars: The 
Essential Readers 
Companion, and 
Director of Content 
Management and 
head of fan rela-
tions in Lucasfilm’s 
Marketing Division 
Stephen Sansweet, 
author of Star Wars: 
The Ultimate Action 
Figure Collection. 

October 17 · 7:00 PM
Books Inc. in 

Mountain View

Meet the #1 New 
York Times best-
selling author, and 
Edgar and Agatha 
award-winner, 
Elizabeth George, 
sharing her lat-
est masterpiece 
of suspense in the 
Inspector Lynley 
series, Just One Evil 
Act. When Detective 
Barbara Havers 
becomes immersed 
in a kidnapping 
investigation, the 
far-reaching effects 
of the circum-
stances put both her 
job and the life of a 
little girl on the line. 

October 24 · 7:00 PM 
Castro Theater 

Not Your Mother’s 
Book Club™ 
proudly  present 
YA phenom Veron-
ica Roth, sharing 
the final book in the 
Divergent Trilogy, 
Allegiant. This spe-
cial, ticketed event 
will include a read-
ing, talk, Q&A with 
the author, and 
signing. Your ticket 
entitles you to a 
seat at the event, 
and a copy of Alle-
giant. To purchase 
your ticket visit 
www.booksinc.net 
or www.brownpap-
ertickets.com!

October 30 · 7:00 PM
Books Inc. in 
Opera Plaza

Books Inc. Opera 
Plaza proudly pres-
ents international 
bestselling author 
Helen Fielding, 
creator of Bridget 
Jones’s Diary 
— named by The 
Guardian as one 
of the ten novels 
that best defined 
the 20th century 
— discussing her 
highly anticipated 
third installment in 
the classic series, 
Bridget Jones: Mad 
About the Boy.

ENDORSE READING

By Nick Taylor 
Six months after my first novel was published, I got an email from 
a stranger with the curious subject line “The last novel my father 
read.” The writer explained that he’d come across my book at his 
parents’ house while he was in town for his father’s funeral. The 
Disagreement was the last novel his father read before he died. 
“Something compelled me to read it,” the son wrote, “mostly due to 
the fact that my Dad loved Civil War history.”

I was floored. The fact that the man’s father selected my book was 
flattering, but the idea that a son made a posthumous connection 
with his father through my book moved me deeply. And to think 
that their meeting happened a hundred and fifty years in the past! 
As a writer of historical fiction, I have spent a lot of time thinking 
about why readers are drawn to stories set in the past. The answer, 
I think, is a balance between imagination and verisimilitude. All fic-
tion offers escape, but historical fiction is unique. Unlike fantasy (for 
example) the historical world can be both realistic and exotic -- both 
accurate and astonishing. 

I often feel that I am getting a lesson along with the story when I 
read a historical novel. True, you can also learn about the past by 
reading history books, but as my ten-year-old daughter told me 
recently, “History is just a list of dates!” Historical fiction is differ-
ent. Good historical fiction is about characters first and history 
second. I incorporate plenty of research into my novels, but the trick 
is knowing when to stop researching and start concentrating on the 
characters. The story always comes first.

My new novel, Father Junípero’s Confessor, is a reimagining of the 
California Missions story, an attempt to reconcile the Disneyfied 
version of Junípero Serra taught in fourth-grade classrooms with 
the sometimes ruthless and ambitious man I discovered in my 
research. From the beginning I made sure never to forget that the 
padres were ordinary people, with normal hungers and hopes and 
fears. The same goes for the native Californians. Much of the novel 
is about the first contact between these two cultures, but I knew 
that I could not write about it from the perspective of sociology, the-
ology, or even psychology. My job was to get inside the hearts of my 
characters and to describe the world as they 
perceived it. 

I spent years creating the world of The Dis-
agreement; I never imagined that a reader 
would use it to connect with his late father. 
I hope that readers of Father Junípero’s 
Confessor will be similarly transported.

Meet Nick at Books Inc. in Mountain 
View on Otober 24 at 7:00pm!
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Visit www.booksinc.net 
for the absolute latest 

event information!

November 5
Christopher Kimball

America’s Test Kitchen 
Cookbook

November 7
KQED presents  

Rebecca Eaton
Executive Producer of 
Masterpiece Theater

November 8
Col Chris Hadfield  

in conversation with  
Adam Savage

NASA/Ames Research 
Center

November 24
Sunday Afternoon  

at The Chapel
Kermit Lynch  

in conversation with  
Rajat Parr

SAVE THE DATE!

In this newsletter

Pages 4 & 5 have the complete calendar, but here’s a few of October’s highlights! 

October 15 · 7:30 PM · Books Inc. in the Castro

Litquake and Books Inc. presents Lodro Rinzler cel-
ebrating the launch of Walk Like A Buddha, a gathering 
of all of Lodro’s Huffington Post columns, along with 
much as-yet published material, providing a guide to 
life, and the myriad of challenges it poses.

October 12 · 4:00 PM · Books Inc. in Opera Plaza

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ celebrates Teenquake 
2013 with our 2nd Annual Author Party featuring so many 
awesome authors we can’t fit them all in this little space. 
So join us for an awesome evening featuring giveaways, 
goodies to eat, and all kinds of magical memories. 

Visit www.booksinc.net for all of the details

For the complete schedule of San Francisco’s Literary Festival’s events check www.litquake.org



The Tilted World
by Tom Franklin & Beth Ann Fennelly
Mississippi, 1927 — Federal agents Ted Inger-
soll and Ham Johnson arrive to investigate the 
disappearance of two fellow agents who’d been 
on the trail of a local bootlegger, when they dis-

cover an abandoned baby. Ingersoll, determined to find the 
infant a home, meets Dixie Clay Holliver, a strong woman 
married too young to a philandering charmer. Little do he 
and his partner know she’s the best bootlegger in the county 
and may be connected to the agents’ disappearance... 
AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1ST

The Two Hotel Francforts
by David Leavitt
Summer, 1940 — Lisbon, Portugal is the only 
neutral port left in Europe. Awaiting safe pas-
sage to New York on the SS Manhattan, two 
couples meet: Pete and Julia Winters, expatri-

ate Americans fleeing their sedate life in Paris; and Edward 
and Iris Freleng, sophisticated, independently wealthy bohe-
mians. As Portugal’s neutrality, and the world’s future, hangs 
in the balance, the hidden threads in the lives of these four 
characters begin to come loose irrevocably changing their 
lives, as Europe sinks into war. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 15TH

Dirty Love by Andre Dubus III
In these linked novellas in which characters 
walk out the back door of one story and into 
the next, love is “dirty” — tangled up with need, 
power, boredom, ego, fear, and fantasy. Slivered 
by happiness and discontent, aging and death, 

but also persistent hope and forgiveness, these beautifully 
wrought narratives set along the Massachusetts coast north 
of Boston, express extraordinary tenderness toward human 
beings, our vulnerable hearts and bodies, our fulfilling and 
unfulfilling lives alone and with others. AVAILABLE NOW

Bleeding Edge 
by Thomas Pynchon
New York City, 2001 — Life is as normal as it 
gets for Maxine Tarnow, running her small 
investigation business on the Upper West 
Side, until she begins looking into the finances 

of a computer-security firm and its billionaire CEO. With 
occasional excursions into the DeepWeb and out to Long 
Island, Thomas Pynchon, brings us a historical romance of 
New York in the early days of the internet, not that distant 
in calendar time but galactically remote from where we’ve 
journeyed to since. AVAILABLE NOW

The Signature of All Things
by Elizabeth Gilbert
Spanning much of the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries, and soaring across the 
globe — from London to Peru to Philadelphia 
to Tahiti to Amsterdam, and beyond, this is 

the deep and spellbinding story of Alma Whittaker, who 
— born in the Age of Enlightenment, but living well into the 
Industrial Revolution — bears witness to that extraordinary 
moment in human history when all the old assumptions 
about science, religion, commerce, and class were exploding 
into dangerous new ideas. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1ST

Cartwheel by Jennifer duBois
When Lily Hayes arrives in Buenos Aires for 
her semester abroad, she is enchanted by 
everything she encounters: the colorful build-
ings, the street food, the handsome, elusive 
man next door. Her roommate Katy is a bit of 

a bore, but Lily didn’t come to Argentina to hang out with 
other Americans. Five weeks later, Katy is found murdered 
and Lily is the prime suspect. But who is Lily Hayes? It 
depends on who’s asking. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1ST

The Circle by Dave Eggers
When Mae Holland is hired to work for the 
Circle, a California based internet company 
that links users’ personal emails, social media, 
banking, and purchasing with their universal 
operating system, resulting in one online iden-

tity and a new age of civility and transparency, she can’t 
believe her luck — even as life beyond the campus grows 
distant, even as a strange encounter with a colleague leaves 
her shaken, even as her role at the Circle becomes increas-
ingly public. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 8TH

Doctor Sleep by Stephen King
Haunted by the Overlook Hotel, Dan has been 
drifting for decades, desperate to shed his 
father’s legacy of despair, alcoholism, and vio-
lence. Finally, he settles into a job at a nursing 
home where his remnant shining power pro-

vides crucial comfort to the dying, and he becomes Doctor 
Sleep. Then Dan meets Abra Stone, and it is her spectacular 
gift, the brightest shining ever seen, that reignites Dan’s 
own demons and summons him to a battle for Abra’s soul 
and survival. AVAILABLE NOW

The Rosie Project
by Graeme Simison
Don Tillman has designed the Wife Project: 
a scientifically valid survey to filter out the 
drinkers, the smokers, the late arrivers. Rosie 
Jarman is quickly disqualified, but as a DNA 

expert Don is particularly suited to help Rosie identify her 
biological father. When an unlikely relationship develops 
as they collaborate, Don is forced to confront the spontane-
ous whirlwind that is Rosie and the realization that, despite 
your best scientific efforts, you don t find love, it finds you. 
AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1ST

Help for the Haunted
by John Searles
Young Sylvie Mason is accustomed to her 
parents’ late-night phone calls due to their 
uncommon occupation: helping “haunted 
souls” find peace. But when a seemingly 

“normal” late-night call lures them to the church on the 
outskirts of town, nothing will ever be the same. As the 
story weaves back and forth through the years leading up 
to that night and the months following, Sylvie searches for 
answers and uncovers secrets that have haunted her family 
for years. AVAILABLE NOW

The Night Guest
by Fiona McFarlane
Ruth is widowed, her sons are grown, and she 
lives in an isolated beach house outside of town. 
One day a stranger arrives at her door. This 
woman — Frida — claims to be a care worker 

sent by the government. Ruth lets her in. Now that Frida is 
in her house, is Ruth right to fear the tiger she hears on the 
prowl at night? How far can she trust this mysterious woman, 
Frida? And how far can Ruth trust herself? AVAILABLE 
OCTOBER 1ST

The Cartographer of  
No Man’s Land by P.S. Duffy
When his beloved brother-in-law goes miss-
ing at the front in 1916, Angus joins the war 
determined to find him. Assured a position as 
a cartographer in London, he is instead sent 

directly into the visceral shock of battle. Meanwhile, at 
home, his son must navigate escalating hostility in a village 
torn by grief. The Cartographer of No Man’s Land offers 
a soulful portrayal of World War I and the lives that were 
forever changed by it, both on the battlefield and at home. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Traveling Sprinkler
by Nicholson Baker
Paul Chowder, poet protagonist of The 
Anthologist, is turning fifty-five and missing 
his ex-girlfriend, Roz, rather desperately. As 
he approaches the dreaded birthday, Paul is 

uninspired by his usual artistic outlet, and turns instead to 
his new acoustic guitar with one goal in mind: to learn song-
writing. As he struggles to come to terms with the horror 
of America’s drone wars and Roz’s recent relationship, Paul 
fills his days with Quaker meetings, Planet Fitness work-
outs, and some experiments with tobacco. AVAILABLE NOW

Who Asked You?
by Terry McMillan
Trinetta leaves her two young sons with her 
mother, Betty Jean, and promptly disappears. 
With two other adult children, two opinionated 
sisters, and an ill husband to worry about, tak-

ing care of two lively grandsons is the last thing BJ thinks 
she needs. As the drama unfolds through the perspectives 
of a rotating cast of characters, Who Asked You? casts an 
intimate look at the burdens and blessings of family and 
speaks to trusting your own judgment even when others 
don’t agree. AVAILABLE NOW

The Last Animal by Abby Geni
The Last Animal is that rare literary find — a 
remarkable series of stories unified around one 
theme: people who use the interface between 
the human and the natural world to contend 
with their modern challenges in love, loss, and 

family life. Unflinching, exciting, ambitious and yet heartfelt, 
The Last Animal will guide readers through a menagerie of 
settings and landscapes as it underscores the connection 
among all living things. AVAILABLE NOW

Nostalgia by Dennis McFarland
Winter, 1864 — Summerfield Hayes leaves 
his sister behind when he enlists in the Union 
army. The siblings, who have lost both their 
parents, are unusually attached, and Hayes 
fears his untoward secret feelings for his sister. 

After surviving soul-altering hours on the march and at the 
front, Summerfield becomes a mute in a military hospital. In 
this twilit realm, among the people he encounters is a gray-
bearded eccentric who visits the ward daily and becomes 
Hayes’s strongest advocate: Walt Whitman. AVAILABLE 
OCTOBER 1ST

The Dead Run 
by Adam Mansbach
Wrongfully imprisoned in a Mexican jail, out-
law-with-a-conscience Jess Galvan accepts a 
devil’s bargain: transport a sinister package 
across the border in twenty-four hours for the 

jail’s mythical — and terrifying — bogeyman El Cucuy. But 
as Jess navigates a blighted desert full of deadly surprises, 
an ancient evil has awoken in the empty wastelands along 
the border and now everyone must face their deepest fears 
as epic myth and human malice combine to bring forth the 
end of the world as we know it. AVAILABLE NOW

Doomed by Chuck Palahniuk
After a Halloween ritual gone awry, Madison 
finds herself trapped in Purgatory and able 
to pass through walls and people. When she 
encounters her deceased grandmother’s ghost, 
memories of the awful summer she spent 

with her grandparents are triggered. As she revisits the 
painful truth of what transpired, her saga of eternal damna-
tion takes on a new and sinister meaning: Satan has had 
Madison in his sights from the very beginning. AVAILABLE 
OCTOBER 8TH
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Cowgirl Creamery Cooks
by Sue Conley & Peggy Smith
With 75 appetizers, soups, salads, snacks, 
entrees, and desserts that showcase cow-, 
goat-, and sheep-milk cheese, and accompa-
nied by glorious photographs, Cowgirl 

Creamery Cooks is an indispensible addition to the food 
lover’s library. Providing readers the history of the Cowgirls 
— along with the story of the rise of the organic food move-
ment — this is a primer on tasting, buying, storing, pairing, 
and appreciating all kinds of cheese making this a gorgeous 
gift for the cheese lover. AVAILABLE NOW

The Heart of the Plate
by Mollie Katzen
With The Moosewood Cookbook, Mollie Kat-
zen changed the way a generation cooked 
and brought vegetarian cuisine into the 
mainstream. Now she completely reinvents 

the vegetarian repertoire, unveiling a collection of beauti-
ful, healthful, and unfussy dishes. Her new cuisine is light, 
sharp, simple, and modular; her inimitable voice is as per-
sonal, helpful, clear, and funny as ever. The Heart of the 
Plate is vibrantly illustrated with photographs and original 
watercolors by the author herself. AVAILABLE NOW

Coi: Stories and Recipes
by Daniel Patterson
In this highly anticipated cookbook, complete 
with 150 color photographs showcasing the fin-
ished dishes of two Michelin star San Francisco 
restaurant, Coi, head chef and owner Daniel 

Patterson shares a personal account of the restaurant, its 
dishes, and his own unique philosophy on food and cook-
ing. Beginning with an examination of his relationship with 
California after his arrival from the East Coast, this stunning 
collection takes readers into the Coi kitchen with 70 of the 
restaurant’s original dishes. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 14TH

One Good Dish by David Tanis
In this, his first non-menu cookbook, the New 
York Times food columnist offers 100 utterly 
delicious recipes that epitomize comfort food, 
Tanis-style. With something to learn on every 
page, and with chapters such as “Bread Makes 

a Meal,” which includes such alluring recipes as a ham and 
Gruyere bread pudding, to “My Kind of Snack,” to “Veg-
etables to Envy,” and “Strike While the Iron Is Hot,” each 
irrepressible chapter offers one perfect food moment after 
another. AVAILABLE NOW

Sauces and Shapes by Oretta 
Zannini De Vita & Maureen B. Fant
Pasta is so universally popular in the United 
States that it can justifiably be called an 
American food. This book makes the case for 
keeping it Italian with recipes for sauces and 

soups as cooked in Italian homes today. There are authen-
tic versions of such favorites as carbonara, bolognese, 
marinara, and Alfredo, as well as plenty of unusual but no 
less traditional sauces, based on roasts, ribs, rabbit, clams, 
eggplant, arugula, and mushrooms, to name but a few. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Consider the Fork by Bee Wilson
Award-winning food writer Bee Wilson 
provides a wonderful and witty tour of the 
evolution of cooking around the world, reveal-
ing the hidden history of everyday objects we 
often take for granted. From the Pacojets and 

sous-vide of the modernist kitchen, to the humbler tools of 
everyday cooking and eating: a wooden spoon and a skillet, 
chopsticks and forks. Blending history, science, and anthro-
pology, Wilson reveals how our culinary tools and tricks 
came to be, and how their influence has shaped modern food 
culture. AVAILABLE NOW

Follow Us  on Facebook, 
Twitter, Pinterest 

& Tumblr

Autobiography of Mark 
Twain, Volume 2 by Mark Twain
The eagerly-awaited Volume 2 delves deeper into 
Mark Twain’s life, uncovering the many roles he 
played in his private and public worlds. Filled 
with his characteristic blend of humor and ire, the 

narrative ranges effortlessly across the contemporary scene. 
He shares his views on writing and speaking, his preoccupation 
with money, and his contempt for the politics and politicians of 
his day. Affectionate and scathing by turns, his intractable curi-
osity and candor are everywhere on view. AVAILABLE NOW

Mastering the Art of French 
Eating by Ann Mah
Journalist Ann Mah had visions of a romantic 
sojourn with her diplomat husband when he 
was given a three-year assignment in Paris. 
Those dreams were shattered when he was 

called away to Iraq on a year-long-post—alone.  Journeying 
through Paris and the surrounding regions of France, Ann 
combated her loneliness by exploring the history and taste 
of everything from boeuf Bourguignon to soupe au pistou. 
And somewhere between Paris and the south of France, she 
uncovered a few of life’s truths.  AVAILABLE NOW

Levels of Life by Julian Barnes
“You put together two things that have not been 
put together before. And the world is changed...” 
Julian Barnes’s new book is about ballooning, 
photography, love and grief; about putting two 
things, and two people, together, and about tear-

ing them apart. One of the judges who awarded him the 2011 
Man Booker Prize described him as “an unparalleled magus of 
the heart.” This book confirms that opinion.  AVAILABLE NOW

The Girl by Samantha Geimer
Samantha Geimer, the girl at the center of the 
infamous Roman Polanski sexual assault case, 
breaks a virtual thirty-five-year silence to tell her 
story. Taking us far beyond the headlines, The 
Girl reveals a thirteen-year-old who was simulta-

neously wise beyond her years and yet terribly vulnerable. The 
Girl reclaims her identity, and indelibly proves that it is pos-
sible to move forward from victim to survivor, from confusion 
to certainty, from shame to strength. AVAILABLE NOW

Rose Kennedy’s Family 
Album by Caroline Kennedy
This remarkable history dates from 1878 through 
1946 and covers everything from the family’s first 
home to beach vacations, from children’s birthdays 
to first Communions. The images capture the 

formative years of a uniquely American dynasty, imparting a 
glowing nostalgia to the period and detailing the family’s prog-
ress as it grows from a pair of turn-of-the-century newlyweds 
into a populous, vibrant clan of hopeful young men and women 
on the brink of their brilliant destinies. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 8TH

Men We Reaped by Jesmyn Ward
A memoir of a beautiful world rendered beauti-
ful. In five years, Jesmyn Ward lost five young 
men in her life. Dealing with these losses, one 
after another, she began to write about the expe-
rience of living through all the dying, and realized 

the truth—these young men died because of who they were 
and where they were from, because they lived with a history of 
racism and economic struggle that fostered drug addiction and 
the dissolution of family and relationships.  AVAILABLE NOW

A Man and His Mountain
by Edward Humes
Jess Stonestreet Jackson was one of a small band 
of pioneering entrepreneurs who put California’s 
wine country on the map. His life story is a com-
pelling slice of history, daring, innovation, feuds, 

intrigue, talent, mystique, contrarianism, and luck, offering a 
unique window on the cut-throat worlds of Jackson’s two pas-
sions: wine and horseracing. Humes brings us the no-holds 
barred tale of the brilliant, infuriating, successful man who 
seemed to win more than his share by staying far ahead of the 
pack. AVAILABLE NOW

Mastering the Art of Soviet 
Cooking by Anya Von Bremzen
Born in 1963, Anya grew up in politically repressed 
Brezhnev-era Russia. When Anya was ten, she and 
her anti-Soviet mother, Larisa, fled to Philadelphia. 
Now Anya occupies two parallel food universes: 

one where she writes about four-star restaurants, the other 
where a taste of kolbasa transports her back to her socialist past. 
To bring that past to life, Anya and Larisa decide to eat and cook 
their way through every decade of the Soviet experience, telling 
the story of three Soviet generations. AVAILABLE NOW

Wild Tales by Graham Nash
Graham Nash’s songs defined a generation and 
helped shape the history of rock and roll. Now 
Graham is ready to tell his story: his lower-class 
childhood in post-war England, his early days in 
the British Invasion group The Hollies; becoming 

the lover and muse of Joni Mitchell during the halcyon years, 
meeting Stephen Stills and David Crosby, and his enduring 
career as a solo musician and political activist. Wild Tales is a 
revealing look back at an extraordinary life. AVAILABLE NOW

Norman Mailer: A Double 
Life by Michael Lennon
Norman Mailer was one of the giants of American 
letters. He was a novelist, journalist, biographer, 
and filmmaker; a provocateur and passionate 
observer of his times; and a husband, father, and 

serial philanderer. Michael Lennon knew Mailer for thirty-five 
years, and in writing this biography, he has had the cooperation 
of Mailer’s late widow, his ex-wives, and all of his children, as 
well as his sister. He also had access to Mailer’s vast, unpub-
lished correspondence and papers. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 15TH

Darling by Richard Rodriguez
Rodriguez is a homosexual who writes with love 
of the religions of the desert that exclude him. 
He is a passionate, unorthodox Christian who is 
always mindful of his relationship to Judaism and 
Islam because of a shared belief in the God who 

revealed himself within an ecology of emptiness. At the center 
of this book is a consideration of women--their importance 
to Rodriguez’s spiritual formation and their centrality to the 
future of the desert religions. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 3RD

Biographiesebooks available @ www.booksinc.net 



1 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Half of the nom de plume Lee Carroll, Lee 
Slonimsky shares the latest collaboration 
between himself and his writer wife, Carol 
Goodman, with the final chapter in the thrill-
ingly original, deliciously dark urban fantasy 
trilogy that began with Black Swan Rising, The 
Shape Stealer. Joining Lee is host of WordTem-
ple on NPR, curator of the WordTemple Poetry 
Series in Sonoma County, and poetry contribu-
tor to The Shape Stealer, Katherine Hastings.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Professor of mathematics at UC Berkeley and 
winner of the Hermann Weyl Prize in math-
ematical physics, Edward Frenkel shows that 
mathematics, far from occupying a specialist 
niche, goes to the heart of all matter, uniting 
us across cultures, time, and space, with the 
heartfelt and passionate, Love and Math: The 
Heart of Hidden Reality.

7:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 Burlingame 
Ave · 650-685-4911

Award-winning blogger of Crockpot365, New 
York Times bestselling slow cooking expert, 
Stephanie O’Dea shares 365 Slow Cooker Recipes. 
Full of well-tested recipes, this collection ties 
directly in to her website, and every recipe 
includes a gluten-free option, offering tasty 
dishes that will satisfy everyone. 

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Reza Aslan, author of 
Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth, 
in conversation with Michael Krasny. 

7:00 PM · Burlingame Library · 
1800 Easton Dr · 650-340-6180

The Burlingame Library presents televi-
sion journalist, and a former anchor on San 
Francisco’s KRON-TV, Robin Chapman, sharing 
the fascinating history of Silicon Valley’s lost 
apricot orchards and recalls the season when 
the Santa Clara Valley was the largest apricot 
producer in the world with, California Apricots. 

2 7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 
Castro St · 650-428-1234

Contributing writer for the New York Times 
Magazine and a columnist for Wired magazine, 
Clive Thompson harnesses the latest discoveries 
in social science to explore how digital technol-
ogy taps into our long-standing habits of mind 
— pushing them in powerful new directions 
with the dazzling, Smarter Than You Think: How 
Technology Is Changing Our Minds for the Better. 

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Deputy Director of NORML, the National 
Organization for the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws, Paul Armentano shares Marijuana Is Safer: 
So Why Are We Driving People to Drink?, an objec-
tive examination of marijuana and alcohol, 

and the laws and social practices that steer 
people toward the latter.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Alameda Island Poets and Writers presents a 
reading with Luke Warm Water, a.k.a. Kurt Sch-
weigman, hosted by Nanette Bradley Deetz.

3 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

News editor at the Marin Independent Journal, 
and longtime sports journalist and baseball 
fiend, Joe Konte shares The Rivalry Heard ‘Round 
the World: The Dodgers-Giants Feud from Coast to 
Coast, a spirited and intense examination of one 
of the most significant rivalries in American 
sports focusing primarily on the California 
years, and providing background on the origins 
and the New York years.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Fiction editor for the print and online 
journal, Hunger Mountain, Barry Wightman 
shares the effervescent novel Pepperland, 
a 70s rock and roll race through the heart-
land of America following the death of 
one revolution, and the birth of another 
— with music, technology, and love spiraling 
throughout.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Famed investigative journalist Eric Schlosser
explores the dilemma that has existed since 
the dawn of the nuclear age: how do you 
deploy weapons of mass destruction without 
being destroyed by them? with the audacious 
Command and Control: Nuclear Weapons, the 
Damascus Accident, and the Illusion of Safety.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Assistant managing editor of Newsweek and 
New York Times bestseller Evan Thomas shares 
Ike’s Bluff, the startling account of how the under-
rated Dwight Eisenhower saved the world from 
nuclear holocaust with a gamble of such mag-
nitude that there could be but two outcomes: 
thousands of lives saved, or millions of lives lost 
— co sponsored by the Palo Alto Library.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Margaret 
Atwood discussing her latest novel, MaddAd-
dam, in conversation with Frances Phillips.

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council · 312 
Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Law-
rence Freedman, author of Strategy: A History.

4 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Professional futurist with a PhD in the history 
of science, renowned Stanford technology 

guru Alex Soojung-Kim Pang shares the secrets 
to tuning in to our technology filled lives with-
out tuning out of life itself, with the thoughtful 
and practical, The Distraction Addiction. 

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Award-winning professor and writer Carla 
Kaplan shares a vibrant blend of social history 
and biography with Miss Anne in Harlem: The 
White Women of the Black Renaissance, a joint 
portrait of six iconoclastic women who risked 
ostracism to follow their inclinations — and 
raised hot-button issues of race, gender, class, 
and sexuality — in New York City’s Jazz Age.

5 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Join Books Inc. Opera Plaza for a celebra-
tion of the 2nd annual Star Wars Reads Day! 
Featuring content manager of starwars.com 
Pablo Hidalgo, author of Star Wars: The Essential 
Readers Companion, and Director of Content 
Management and head of fan relations in 
Lucasfilm’s Marketing Division Stephen San-
sweet, author of Star Wars: The Ultimate Action 
Figure Collection. Joining us will be the Golden 
Gate Garrison of the 501st Legion!

6 9:30 AM · SF · Grace Cathedral · 
Gresham Hall · 1100 California St · 
415-749-6300

Grace Cathedral Forum presents Richard Rodri-
guez, author of Darling: A Spiritual Autobiography.

7 7:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Internationally bestselling author Indu Sundar-
esan shares The Mountain of Light, a magnificent 
story of loss and recovery based on the tumul-
tuous history of a legendary 186-carat diamond 
and the men and women who possessed it.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Richard Dawkins 
discussing, An Appetite for Wonder: The Making of 
a Scientist, in conversation with Adam Savage.

8 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Books Inc. Laurel Village presents an evening 
benefitting the Northern California Branch of 
the International Dyslexia Association with 
guest speaker Kevin Smokler, author of Practi-
cal Classics: 50 Reasons to Reread 50 Books You 
Haven’t Touched Since High School.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Film critic for The New Republic with writ-
ing regularly appearing in The Guardian, The 
Independent, and Sight & Sound, among oth-
ers, David Thomson shares Moments That Made 
the Movies, his first fully illustrated work cov-

ering a series of moments from seventy-two 
films across a 100-year-plus span providing a 
visual delight to key moments in movie history.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Synchronize your watches for Awesome 
O’ Clock and join Not Your Mother’s Books 
Club™ for an evening of love, longing, and 
long distance relationships — that cross 
continents, and decades — with Tamara Ire-
land Stone sharing the compelling and warm 
Time After Time, and Gayle Forman sharing the 
absorbing and beautiful Just One Year.

7:00 PM · SF · The Castro Theatre · 429 
Castro St · 415-621-6120

The JCCSF presents Malcolm Gladwell, 
author of Outliers: The Story of Success.

9 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Drawn from his personal journal, Joseph Sut-
ton shares The Years the Giants Won the Series, a 
collection of his observations on the two World 
Series the Giants won in a three year span, 
and a touching look at the importance baseball 
can play in cementing relationships between 
fathers and sons, and some daughters too.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Co-founder of policefamilies.com and police 
and public safety psychologist for thirty plus 
years Ellen Kirschman shares her debut thriller, 
Burying Ben. When Dot Meyerhoff settles in as 
psychologist for the Kenilworth Police Depart-
ment she gets more than she bargained for 
when troubled rookie, Ben Gomez, commits 
suicide and lays the blame on her.

10 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Intuitive counselor, energy worker, feng shui 
consultant, and speaker, Tess Whitehurst 
shares how fashion with intention can be a 
powerful, life-affirming practice and can help 
you be your most authentic self, attract good 
fortune, and manifest what you desire with the 
glamorous and illuminating, Magical Fashioni-
sta: Dress for the Life You Want.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

With writing spotlighted in Fast Company, 
Forbes, and The Daily Muse, among others, 
communication specialist Alexandra Franzen 
hosts a Positivity Mini-Workshop and shares 
50 Ways to Say You’re Awesome, a beautiful and 
brilliant blending of interactive art and unique, 
fun ways to say “thank you” to the people who 
make your life tremendously awesome. 

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Director of San Jose State University’s Creative 
Writing Program in the Department of English 
& Comparative Literature, and with poems fea-
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tured in The Nation and The North American 
Review, among others, Alan Soldofsky shares 
In the Buddha Factory, a captivating collection of 
poetry featuring the backdrop of Silicon Valley. 

11 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
Street · 510-522-2226

B movie impresario and former host of the 
cult movie cabaret “Thrillville,” Will Viharo 
celebrates the re-release of the modern, ironic 
detective story Love Stories Are Too Violent For 
Me, a cult classic that is finally back in print 
after two decades and is in development as a 
film starring and directed by Christian Slater. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Jhumpa 
Lahiri, discussing her latest book The Low-
land, in conversation with Peter Stein.

12 4:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ celebrates 
Teenquake 2013 with our 2nd Annual Author 
Party featuring so many awesome authors 
we can’t fit them all in this little space. So 
join us, along with 20+ authors, for an awe-
some evening featuring giveaways, goodies 
to eat, and all kinds of magical memories. 

14 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

L.A. Starks shares her latest thriller, Strike 
Price. When several people involved in bidding 
for an oil refinery are murdered, the situation 
becomes far more than a billion-dollar busi-
ness deal, and soon it is up to Lynn Dayton and 
Cherokee tribal executive, Jesse Drum, to learn 
to trust each other in order to stop the killers.

15 7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 
Market St · 415-864-6777

Practitioner and teacher in the Shambhala 
Buddhist lineage, and writer of the popular 
advice column “What Would Sid Do?” Lodro 
Rinzler celebrates the launch of Walk Like A 
Buddha, a gathering of all of Lodro’s Huffington 
Post columns, along with much as-yet pub-
lished material, providing a guide to life, and 
the myriad of challenges it poses, in an easily 
accessible Q&A format.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

The Peninsula Parlour presents Stegner Fel-
low Dennis McFarland, discussing Nostalgia, in 
conversation with Lisen Stromberg. Set during 
the Civil War, Nostalgia’s outcome hinges on 
friendships forged in crisis, reminding us that 
the injuries of war are manifold, and the heal-
ing goodness in the human soul runs deep and 
strong. 15% of all sales made during this event 
will be donated to Abilities United.

16 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Co-editor for Literary Reflections at Liter-
ary Mama, teacher, writer, and mother, Kate 
Hopper shares Use Your Words: A Writing Guide 
for Mothers, an expertly written guide full of 
encouragement to help you write the stories 
you need to write, whether your goal is to blog, 
publish magazine articles, or pen the next 
blockbuster memoir.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents comedian 
Marc Maron, author of Attempting Normal, in 
conversation with Adam Savage.

17 7:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Books Inc. Mountain View proudly presents 
#1 New York Times bestselling author, and 
Edgar and Agatha award-winner, Elizabeth 
George, sharing her latest masterpiece of 
suspense in the Inspector Lynley series, 
Just One Evil Act. When Detective Barbara 
Havers becomes immersed in a kidnapping 
investigation, the far-reaching effects of the 
circumstances put both her job and the life of 
a little girl on the line. 

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Retired Lieutenant, and former Commander 
of the Detective Division in the Bay Area, Sean 
Lynch shares his debut thriller, Wounded Prey. 
When recently retired SF Police Inspector, 
Bob Farrell, hears of the return of a brutal 
killer striking after a twenty-year break, he’s 
on the case. But Bob’s not playing by the rules 
any more than the killer is, and soon the FBI 
have both of them in their sights... 

19 1:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Books Inc. Opera Plaza and LitQuake 2013 
present Joie de Livre: Sharing the Joy of 
Shared Reading, moderated by Amanda 
McTigue, author of Going to Solace, and featur-
ing Jillian Cantor author of the inventive and 
sensitive, Margot, Lauren Goldstein author of 
the masterful and provocative, The Explanation 
for Everything, and Laurie R. King author of the 
delightful and suspenseful, The Bones of Paris.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

PhD candidate in American studies at Yale 
University Michael Amico shares You Can Tell 
Just by Looking, a rigorous breakdown of the 
most commonly held misconceptions about 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, 
culture, and life in America.

8:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Clinton Kelly, co-author 

of The Chew: What’s For Dinner?: 100 Easy Recipes 
for Every Night of the Week.

20 1:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 
Burlingame Ave · 650-685-4911

Books Inc. Burlingame presents a book launch 
for Stefania Shaffer’s moving, important, infor-
mative, and easy-to-follow guide 9 Realities of 
Caring for an Elderly Parent: A Love Story of A Dif-
ferent Kind. Broken into nine helpful chapters, 
this indispensible work provides details from 
early topics, such as keeping your parent safe 
in their own home, to the aftermath of losing 
your loved one.

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness 
· 415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ proudly pres-
ents The A in YA featuring Rainbow Rowell 
sharing her beautifully crafted coming-of-age 
tale of fanfiction, family and first love, Fangirl. 
Joining Rainbow is New York Times-bestseller 
David Levithan sharing the sharp-witted and 
warm-hearted, Two Boys Kissing.

22 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Based on her groundbreaking New York 
Times Magazine article, “What Broke My 
Father’s Heart,” which was named a notable 
narrative by the Nieman Foundation at Har-
vard, award-winning journalist Katy Butler 
shares Knocking on Heaven’s Door: The Path 
to a Better Way of Death, a visionary memoir 
pondering her parents desires for Good 
Deaths, and a groundbreaking map through 
the labyrinth of a broken medical system that 
can stand in the way of making these desires 
a reality. 

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Anthony 
M. Townsend, author of Smart Cities: Big Data, 
Civic Hackers, and the Quest for a New Utopia.

23 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Linda Lee Peterson shares the latest install-
ment of journalist Maggie Fiori’s San 
Francisco sleuthing adventures with The 
Devil’s Interval. When a glamorous socialite is 
murdered in the backseat of a limo and the 
driver wiles away on Death Row, Maggie can’t 
resist a plea from the mother of the accused to 
prove her son’s innocence. 

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Professor of Art History at Stanford Univer-
sity, Richard Meyer explores the fascinating 
links between the codes and cultures of homo-
sexuality and their influences for visual artists 
with Art & Queer Culture. A piece of art in 
itself, this lovingly created collection features 
images spanning from the 1880s to contempo-
rary works.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Terry Tarnoff shares The Chronicle of Stolen 
Dreams. Set during the summer of 1947, this 
richly imagined novel is an exploration of the 
brain, dreams, neurology, and the dark corners 
and hidden pathways of human consciousness 
featuring a masterfully realized cast of charac-
ters, from Neal Cassady and Jack Kerouac, to 
Chicago gangsters and WWII veterans, to an 
alien with a knack for the harmonica.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Writer, poet, and San Francisco Spiritual Col-
umnist at examiner.com, Tosha Silver shares 
Make Me Your Own, a poetry collection that 
guides the reader ever deeper into union with 
the inner Divine Beloved. Dedicated to the 
One who patiently awaits our attention, devo-
tion... and longing. 

24 7:00 PM · SF · The Castro 
Theatre · 429 Castro St · 415-
621-6120

Books Inc. and Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ 
proudly present YA phenom Veronica Roth, sharing 
the final book in the Divergent Trilogy, Allegiant. 
This special, ticketed event will include a reading, 
talk, Q&A with the author, and signing. Your ticket 
entitles you to a seat at the event, and a copy of 
Allegiant. To purchase your ticket visit www.book-
sinc.net or www.brownpapertickets.com

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Assistant professor of English and compara-
tive literature at San Jose State University, 
and winner of the 2009 Michael Shaara Prize 
for Excellence in Civil War Fiction, Nick Taylor 
shares Father Junipero’s Confessor. Coinciding 
with the 300th anniversary of Junipero Serra’s 
birth, this meticulously researched fiction 
provides a vivid look at the atmosphere of early 
California while exploring the politics of the era.

25 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Professor of psychology at UC Berkeley, founding 
member of the Society for Cognitive Neurosci-
ence, and awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship to 
explore connections between art, mind, and brain, 
Arthur Shimamura shares Experiencing Art: In the 
Brain of the Beholder, a thoughtful and entertain-
ing exploration of how the brain interprets art by 
engaging our sensations, thoughts, and emotions 
offering readers insightful ways of broadening 
one’s approach and appreciation of art.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Sharon Meers and Joanna Strober are here to 
help! Join Books Inc. Alameda for a launch cel-
ebrating Getting to 50/50, an illuminating guide 
full of real-world solutions on getting ahead in 
your career — while still making it to your chil-
dren’s soccer games — by tapping into your best 
resource and most powerful ally: your spouse.

Visit
BOOKS INC. 

locations

· BOOKS INC. Events @BooksIncEvents · October
2013www.booksinc.net 5

Events Continue on Page 6...



· Nonfiction ·6 October
2013

Shakespeare’s 
Restless World y 
Neil MacGregor
In this brilliant work of historical 
reconstruction Neil MacGregor 

and his team at the British Museum, work-
ing together in a landmark collaboration with 
the Royal Shakespeare Company and the 
BBC, bring us twenty objects that capture the 
essence of Shakespeare’s universe. This mag-
nificent book, illustrated throughout with more 
than one hundred vibrant color photographs, 
invites you to travel back in history and to 
touch, smell, and feel what life was like at that 
pivotal moment, when humankind leaped into 
the modern age. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1ST

One Summer 
by Bill Bryson
Bill Bryson transports readers on 
a journey back to one amazing sea-
son in American life. From Charles 

Lindbergh’s rapturous flight across the Atlantic, 
to the rain and flooding in the American South, 
to the release of the first talking picture and so 
much more, 1927 was an epochal summer, and Bill 
Bryson captures its outsized personalities, excit-
ing events, and occasional just plain weirdness 
with his trademark vividness, eye for telling detail, 
and delicious humor. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1ST

Countdown 
by Alan Weisman
With a million more of us every 
4 days on a planet that’s not 
getting any bigger, and with our 

exhaust overheating the atmosphere and alter-
ing the chemistry of the oceans, prospects for 
a sustainable human future seem ever more 
in doubt. By vividly detailing the burgeoning 
effects of our cumulative presence, Countdown 
is a landmark work of reporting which reveals 
what may be the fastest, most acceptable, 
practical, and affordable way of returning our 
presence on Earth to balance. AVAILABLE NOW

Reign of Error 
by Diane Ravitch
Reign of Error begins where 
The Death and Life of the Great 
American School System left 

off, providing a deeper argument against 
privatization and for public education, and in a 
chapter-by-chapter breakdown, putting forth 
a plan for what can be done to preserve and 
improve it. Ravitch makes clear what is right 
about U.S. education, how policy makers are 
failing to address the root causes of educational 
failure, and how we can fix it. AVAILABLE NOW

Oil and Honey 
by Bill McKibben
In 2011 Bill McKibben led the 
largest civil disobedience in thirty 
years, protesting the Keystone XL 

pipeline. Oil and Honey is McKibben’s account 
of the two necessary and mutually reinforcing 
sides of the global climate fight — from the cen-
ter of the maelstrom and from the growing hive 
of small-scale local answers. With empathy and 
passion he makes the case for a renewed commit-
ment on both levels, telling the story of raising 
one year’s honey crop and building a social move-
ment that’s still cresting. AVAILABLE NOW

League of Denial 
by Mark Fainaru-Wada & 
Steve Fainaru
In a narrative that moves 
between the NFL trenches, 

America’s research labs and the boardrooms 
where the NFL went to war against science, 
League of Denial examines how the league 
used its power and resources to attack inde-
pendent scientists and elevate its own flawed 
research. Based on exclusive interviews, 
previously undisclosed documents and private 
emails, this is the story of what the NFL knew 
and when it knew it. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 8TH

Survival Lessons 
by Alice Hoffman
As Alice Hoffman says, In many 
ways I wrote Survival Lessons 
to remind myself of the beauty of 

life, something that’s all too easy to overlook dur-
ing the crisis of illness or loss. I forgot that our 
lives are made up of equal parts of sorrow and 
joy, and that it is impossible to have one without 
the other. I wrote to remind myself that despite 
everything that was happening to me, there 
were still choices I could make. AVAILABLE NOW

The Men Who 
United the States 
by Simon Winchester
How did America become “one 
nation, indivisible”? What uni-

fied a growing number of disparate states into 
the modern country we recognize today? To 
answer these questions, Winchester follows 
in the footsteps of America’s most essential 
explorers, thinkers, and innovators. Through-
out, he ponders whether the historic work of 
uniting the States has succeeded, and to what 
degree. Featuring 32 illustrations throughout 
the text, this is a fresh look at the way in which 
the most powerful nation on earth came 
together. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 15TH

Thank You for Your 
Service by David Finkel
David Finkel has once again 
embedded with the men of the 
2-16 Infantry Battalion, but this 

time he has done so here in the States, after 
their deployments have ended. He is with 
them in their most intimate moments as they 
try to recover, and in doing so, he creates an 
indelible portrait of what life after war is like 
— for not only these soldiers, but for their 
family, friends, and the professionals with the 
monumental task of undoing the damage that 
has been done. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1ST

The Family 
by David Laskin
A century and a half ago, a Torah 
scribe and his wife raised six 
children in a yeshivatown at the 

western fringe of the Russian empire. Bound 
by their customs and ancient faith, the pious 
couple expected their sons and daughter to 
carry family traditions into future generations. 
But the torrent of history took the scribe’s 
family down three very different roads. In trac-
ing the roots of this family — his own family 
— Laskin captures the epic sweep of the twen-
tieth century. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 15TH

28 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Bestselling author Mark Helprin shares In Sun-
light and in Shadow, a sweeping story of love at 
first sight set among Long Island mansions, 
the offices of financiers, and the haunts of 
gangsters in post-war New York. Entrancing 
in its lyricism, In Sunlight and in Shadow so 
powerfully draws you into New York at the 
dawn of the modern age that, as in a vivid 
dream, you will not want to leave.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Award-winning author Lynn Cullen shares a vivid 
and compelling rendering of literature’s most 
haunting love triangle with Mrs. Poe. As strug-
gling poet Frances Osgood desperately seeks to 
continue her passionate, clandestine affair with 
the mysterious and complicated Edgar Allen 
Poe, his frail wife Virginia insists on befriending 
Frances, and soon the relationship becomes as 
dark and twisted as one of Poe’s tales. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Zadie Smith, 
author of NW, in conversation with Steven Winn.

7:30 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Jayne Anne 
Phillips, author of Quiet Dell.

29 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Award-winning playwright, libretto writer, and 
author Anton Piatigorsky shares his first work of 
fiction, The Iron Bridge: Stories of 20th Century Dic-
tators as Teenagers, a completely imagined, yet 
captivatingly real, inquiry into the early lives 
of the 20th century’s most notorious tyrants — 
from Adolf Hitler to Pol Pot to Idi Amin, among 
others — which captures those crucial instants 
in time that may well have helped to deliver 
some of the most infamous leaders in history.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

With tweets landing her among the 140 Best 
Twitter Feeds of 2013 by Time Magazine, writ-
ing that has appeared in numerous publications, 
including The New York Times, Newsweek, 
and Harper’s, founding editor and writer of the 
popular website for women, Jezebel.com, Anna 
Holmes shares The Book of Jezebel, a must-read 
encyclopedic guide to pop culture, feminism, 
fashion, sex, and much more — complete with 
arresting images and entertaining sidebars 
— this is a must-read for the modern woman.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Graduate professor of creative writing at God-
dard College, Victoria Nelson shares Gothicka: 
Vampire Heroes, Human Gods, and the New Super-
natural, a richly detailed exploration of the 
ways The Gothic, Romanticism’s gritty older 
sibling, has flourished in myriad permutations 
since the eighteenth century that provides a 
sweeping examination of the influence Gothic 
fiction has had on popular culture and illu-
minates the mainstreaming of a spiritually 
driven supernaturalism.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ proudly 
presents The Gender Blender, with two debut 
authors — Sarah Farizan, author of If You Could 
Be Mine, and Kristin Elizabeth Clark, author of 
FreakBoy — who’s books pack an emotional, 
sentimental punch, while eloquently and 
beautifully raising important topics ranging 
from oppressive, homophobic societies, to the 
added pressures of being a teen dealing with 
gender identity issues. 

30 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Catch up with our favorite fictional Everywoman, 
Bridget Jones! Books Inc. Opera Plaza proudly 
presents international bestselling author Helen 
Fielding, creator of Bridget Jones’s Diary — 
named by The Guardian as one of the ten novels 
that best defined the 20th century — discussing 
her highly anticipated third installment in the 
classic series, Bridget Jones: Mad About the Boy, an 
uproariously funny look into Bridget’s dealings 
with the joys, and challenges, of modern life. 

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Local author Margit Liesche shares Triptych, a 
masterful blend of literary fiction, romance 
saga, mystery-thriller, and history — drawn 
on her family history — which paints the por-
trait of two mothers and daughters: the first, 
caught up in the brutalities of the Hungarian 
Revolution of 1956, and the second, in 1980s 
Chicago, dealing with the lingering effects of 
the Revolution and trail of secrets left behind. 

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Winner of the 2010 John W. Campbell Award for 
Best New Writer under her pen name Seanan 
McGuire, New York Times bestselling author 
Mira Grant shares the high-concept thriller, Para-
site. A decade in the future humans live perfectly 
healthy lives, thanks to SymboGen Corporation’s 
development of a genetically engineered tape-
worm that protects from illness. But these 
parasites are getting restless. They want their 
own lives ... and will do anything to get them. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Jaron Lanier, 
author of Who Owns the Future?, in conversa-
tion with Phil Bronstein.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Books Inc. in The Castro presents an evening 
full of spooky and sexy supernatural stories with 
Rob Rosen, sharing his fangtastical and imagina-
tive take on bloodsuckers with Vamp, Allison 
Moon sharing the delightful and enthralling sec-
ond installment of the Tales of the Pack Series, 
Hungry Ghost, and very special guest Baruch Por-
ras-Hernandez will set the mood for this night of 
things that go bump in the night.

31 7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 
California St · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents actor Hal Holbrook, author 
of Harold: The Boy Who Became Mark Twain.

· Events ·



ALAMEDA

8 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult Book 
Club (ages 13+) will meet.

9 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Neptune Garden Book Club 
will discuss In the Woods by 

Tana French.

17 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Discus-
sion Group will discuss Fear: 

Essential Wisdom for Getting Through 
the Storm by Thich Nhat Hanh.

18 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made 
Us Do This Book Club will 

discuss discuss The Coldest Girl in 
Coldtown by Holly Black.

24 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Desert Island Book 
Club will meet.

27 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16 & 

up) will meet.

Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will meet.

BERKELEY

5 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discuss Flight Behavior by 

Barbara Kingsolver.

12 Saturday · 11:30 AM
The Name Of This Book Club 
Is Secret will meet.

BURLINGAME

10 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will meet.

27 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The Closer Look Book Club
will hold its first meeting 

and will discuss A Wrinkle in Time
by Madeleine L’Engle.

31 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Healthy Lives Book 
Group will meet.

THE CASTRO

9 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
meet. 

LAUREL VILLAGE

1 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss How 

It All Began by Penelope Lively.

6 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Adventurous Readers Club
will discuss book one in the 

Blackwell Series, Loki’s Wolves by 
K.L. Armstrong and M.A. Marr.

15 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss The Case 

of the Missing Servant:From the Files 
of Vish Puri, Most Private Investigator 
by Tarquin Hall.

20 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Wild Girls Mother 
Daughter Book Club will 

meet.

23 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young@Heart Book 
Club will discuss The Cold-

est Girl in Coldtown by Holly Black.

*
Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thurs-
day and reads stories for newly 
independent readers (ages 6-8).

THE MARINA

2 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will 

discuss A Rotten Person Travels the 
Caribbean by Gary Buslik.

15 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will discuss The 

Billionaire’s Vinegar: The Mystery of 
the World’s Most Expensive Wine by 
Benjamin Wallace.

30 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read 
will discuss Lucky Jim by 

Kingsley Amis.

27 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The SF Business Book Club 
will discuss How: Why How 

We Do Anything Means Everything by 
Dov Seidman.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

8Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired Book 
Club will discuss Racism Without 

Racists:Color-Blind Racism and the 
Persistence of Racial Inequality in the 
United States by Eduardo Bonilla-Silva.

14 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass Adven-
ture Book Club will meet.

20 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will meet.

28 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss 

Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adven-
tures in the Search for the Origin of 
Species by Sean Carroll.

ONLINE

* The Thinking Parent Book 
Group will discuss The 
Motivation Breakthrough: 

6 Secrets to Turning on the Tuned-Out 
Child by Richard Lavoie.

OPERA PLAZA

20 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss The 

Land of Green Plums by Herta Müller.

12 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will discuss The Gar-

den of Evening Mists by Tan Twan Eng.

PALO ALTO

8Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 12+) 

will discuss Soul Music: A Novel of 
Discworld by Terry Pratchett.

13 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Club will discuss Soli-

taire by Kelley Eskridge.

21 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will dis-

cuss Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell.

22 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday (Mar-
gie’s) Book Club will meet.

SWEET INSPIRATION

16 Wednesday · 6:30 PM
The Central Sf Classic Lit 
Book Club will be meeting 

on the 2nd Tuesday of this month 
at Sweet Inspiration (2239 Market 
St.) to discuss Wise Blood by Flan-
nery O’Connor.

· Book Clubs & Recommendations · 7October
2013

Mrs Queen Takes the Train
by William Kuhn
After decades of service and years of watching 
her family’s troubles splashed across the tab-
loids, Britain’s Queen is beginning to feel her 
age. When the opportunity to visit the former 

royal yacht arises, Elizabeth heads to catch a train to Scot-
land. But a colorful cast of royal attendants has discovered 
her missing. AVAILABLE OCTOBER 8TH

NOS4A2 by Joe Hill
Charles Talent Manx likes to take children 
for rides in his Rolls-Royce. Victoria “Vic” 
McQueen is the only kid to ever escape the 
horrors of one of these rides, and now all 
grown up, she is desperate to forget. But 

Charlie Manx hasn’t stopped thinking about Vic McQueen. 
On the road again, he won’t slow down until he’s taken his 
revenge. . . AVAILABLE OCTOBER 15TH

The Round House 
by Louise Erdrich
1988 — Geraldine Coutts is attacked on her res-
ervation in North Dakota. Traumatized, she is 
reluctant to reveal what happened. When, Joe, her 
thirteen year-old son, becomes frustrated with the 

official investigation, he begins his own. His first lead takes him 
to the Round House, a sacred space and place of worship for the 
Ojibwe. And this is only the beginning. AVAILABLE NOW

Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour 
Bookstore by Robin Sloan
After a few days on the job at Mr. Penumbra’s 24-
Hour Bookstore, Clay becomes suspicious of the 
facts that instead of clientele purchasing things, 
they “check out” obscure volumes. After some 

sleuthing, Clay discovers secrets that extend far beyond the 
walls of the store, and that Mr. Penumbra’s is an establishment 
you have to enter and will never want to leave. AVAILABLE NOW

San Miguel by T.C. Boyle
Two families — one in the 1880s and one in 
the 1930s — come to desolate, windswept San 
Miguel Island in search of a new start in their 
lives. Both Marantha Waters and Elise Lester 
strive to help their war veteran husbands 

pursue their dreams but must themselves grapple with the 
more nebulous hardships of raising a family in brutal isola-
tion. AVAILABLE NOW

Blasphemy by Sherman Alexie
A bold and irreverent observer of life among 
Native Americans in the Pacific Northwest, the 
daring, versatile, funny, and outrageous Alexie 
unites fifteen beloved classics with sixteen new 
stories in one sweeping anthology for devoted 

fans and first-time readers. Blasphemy reminds us why 
Alexie is one of our greatest contemporary writers and a 
true master of the short story. AVAILABLE NOW

BOOKS INC. Clubs Calendar

October 8 · 7:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Berkeley

Synchronize your watches for 
Awesome O’ Clock and join Not 
Your Mother’s Books Club™ for an 
evening of love, longing, and long 
distance relationships — that cross 
continents, and decades — with 
Tamara Ireland Stone sharing the 
compelling and warm Time After 
Time, and Gayle Forman sharing the 
absorbing and beautiful Just One 
Year.

October 20 · 7:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Opera Plaza

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ 
proudly presents The A in YA fea-
turing Rainbow Rowell sharing her 
beautifully crafted coming-of-age 
tale of fanfiction, family and first 
love, Fangirl. Joining Rainbow is 
New York Times-bestseller David 
Levithan sharing the sharp-wit-
ted and warm-hearted, Two Boys 
Kissing. 

October 29 · 7:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Mountain View

Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ 
proudly presents The Gender 
Blender, with two debut authors 
— Sarah Farizan, author of If You 
Could Be Mine, and Kristin Elizabeth 
Clark, author of FreakBoy — who’s 
books pack an emotional, senti-
mental punch, while eloquently and 
beautifully raising important topics 
ranging from oppressive, homopho-
bic societies, to the added pressures 
of being a teen dealing with gender 
identity issues.

NOT YOUR MOTHER’S BOOK CLUB™ EVENTS



· BOOKS INC. Kids ·8 October
2013

How To Train a 
Train 
by Jason Eaton

Caring for a new pet can be tricky 
— especially when your pet is a 
train! Find out how to train YOUR 
train in this adorable new picture 
book! Featuring illustrations from 
the incomparable John Rocco, this 
spunky new picture book will keep 
even the squirmiest of readers 
entranced. Wrought with humor 
and a dash of sweetness, this is the 
perfect book to read before bed. 
FOR AGES 4-8, ON SALE NOW!

Mr. Wuffl es 
by David Weisner
House cats? Martians? 

David Weisner’s award-winning, 
gorgeous illustrations? Why yes! 
Weisner uses his inimitable talent 
to fabulous effect in this silly story 
of a fussy cat and not-quite-toys. 
It’s the perfect book for parents 
trying to nurture a love of magical 
realism to share with their discern-
ing tots, seamlessly combining the 
magical and the mundane. FOR 
AGES 3-8, ON SALE OCTOBER 1ST

Little Red 
Writing 
by Joan Holub

Little Red Riding Hood has never 
been so meta! Re-imagined as 

a pencil, maneuvering her way 
through the perils of storytelling, 
Little Red Writing displays bravery 
and creativity in the face of seem-
ingly insurmountable challenge. 
Clever and CHOCK-FULL of puns, 
this book serves as an inspiration 
to get your OWN pencil moving. 
FOR AGES 5-9, ON SALE NOW!

Very Nearly Hon-
orable League of 
Pirates 

by Caroline Carlson
Hilary Westfi eld has always 
dreamed of being a pirate, but 
there is one problem- the League of 
Pirates doesn’t accept girls! They 
instead forward her application to 
a fi nishing school, leaving Hilary 
no choice but to run away with 
her pet gargoyle and join a crew of 
“freelance” pirates. This screwball, 
magical adventure is a promising 
start to a new series! FOR AGES 8-
12, ON SALE NOW!

9 Lives of 
Alexander 
Baddenfi eld by 

John Bemelmans Marciano
Children’s literature all stars John 
Bemelmans Marciano (Madeline 
and the Cats of Rome) and Sophie 
Blackall (illustrator of the Ivy and 
Bean series) have teamed up to 
create this endlessly delicious pic-

ture book. Wrought with a wicked 
sense of humor, and full of life, this 
book is a great read-aloud that 
also serves to remind us all: life is 
precious! FOR AGES 4-8, ON SALE 
OCTOBER 3RD

Last Present 
by Wendy Mass
The latest volume in 
the Willow Falls series 

features another unusual birth-
day—as birthdays in Willow Falls 
always ARE a little strange—as 
well as time travel, mysterious 
new friends and one coma. Mass 
utilizes her signature style to 
weave together characters 
from all the other books in this 
series (11 Birthdays, Finally, 13 
Gifts) to great effect. FOR AGES 
9-12, ON SALE NOW!

Steelheart by 
Brandon Sanderson
ACTION. REVENGE. 
SUPER POWERS. 

What more could you ask for? 
From sci-fi  / fantasy giant, Bran-
don Sanderson, comes a new the 
start of a new hearth-thumpingly, 
page-turningly, stay-up-way-too-
late-readingly series that lovers of 
thrillers, the Marvel Universe and 
sci-fi  alike will devour. For parents 
who want to ply their kids away 
from The Avengers Blu-Ray, this 
book should do just the trick. 
FOR AGES 11+, ON SALE NOW!

KIDS EVENTS!

1 4:00 PM · Belmont Library · 
1110 Alameda De Las Pulgas 
· 650-591-8286

Books Inc. and the Belmont 
Library proudly present Maggie 
Stiefvater, sharing the second 
installment in the Raven Boys 
series, The Dream Thieves.

2 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California St 
· 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village! Put on 
your Jammies and join the party! 
Literary Mamas will be here to read 
stories and take part in the fun. Visit 
www.literarymama.com for details!

3 6:30 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California St · 
415-221-3666

#1 New York Times bestselling 
author and recipient of the New-
berry Medal, Kate DiCamillo, shares 
the beautifully illustrated Flora & 
Ulysses, the laugh-out-loud story 
of two new friends — one being a 
squirrel with newly inherited super 
powers, the other a cynical little 
girl — and the unexpected birthday 
present that brings them together.

6 11:00 AM · SF · Castro Street 
Fair · 415-864-6777

Mutha Chucka is back, and this 
time around it’s going to be even 
more fabulous! That’s right, stop 
by her station at the Castro Street 
Fair for an all-day story time read-
ing extravaganza that will keep 
you and your little ones enter-
tained, well read, and full of pride.

8 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 
Park Street · 510-522-2226

New York Times bestselling author 
of the Merlin Saga, T.A. Barron
shares Atlantis Rising, the fi rst in an 
illuminating and fantastical series 
following Promi and Atlanta’s quest 
to save their land — and each other 
— as the battle between good and 
evil wages on and the legendary isle 
of Atlantis is created.

10 6:30 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California 
St · 415-221-3666

The Book Bites Read Aloud Story 
Time presents a very special event 
featuring winner of the Caldecott 

Honor Mac Barnett, and editor and 
senior art director at McSwee-
ney’s Brian McMullen, sharing their 
latest amazing work to feature 
their works, The Goods, a gallimau-
fry of games, puzzles, comics, and 
other diversions, appearing in 
newspapers across the U.S. and 
Canada. 

11 7:00 PM · Mountain 
View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

A 2013 nominee for both a Hugo 
Fantasy Award and a World Fan-
tasy Award, #1 New York Times 
master of fantasy Brandon Sander-
son shares the fi rst book in a new, 
action-packed series — Steelheart. 
When a burst in the sky gives cer-
tain men and women extraordinary 
powers, the desire for power and 
control comes along with it, and it 
is up to a group of ordinary humans 
who have dedicated their lives to 
defeating these superhumans to 
take back their lives and freedom.

12 4:00 PM · Mountain 
View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Join Books Inc. Mountain View 
for a very special story time with 

Sue Fliess sharing two books that 
are sure to satisfy your little one’s 
robot-party cravings, along with 
their sweet tooth, as Sue shares 
the rollicking read-aloud, Robots, 
Robots, Everywhere!, and the 
delectable, and educational, A Glu-
ten-Free Birthday for Me!

2:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 
Alameda De Las Pulgas · 650-
591-8286

The Belmont Library presents 
story time with Marcia Goldman, 
sharing Lola Goes to Work: A Nine-
To-Five Therapy Dog.

19 11:00 AM · Alameda · 
1344 Park Street · 510-
522-2226

Books Inc. Alameda presents 
story time with Oliver Chin, shar-
ing the long-awaited sequel to the 
high-action Julie Black Belt series, 
Julie Black Belt: The Belt of Fire. As 
Julie works hard to earn her next 
kung fu belt, orange, a new kid in 
class could upset her plans and 
she suddenly has more to learn 
than just some new moves.

21 6:30 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California 
St · 415-221-3666

Newberry Honor-winner Gennifer 
Choldenko shares the fi nal heart-
pounding installment of the New 
York Times-bestselling A Tale 
From Alcatraz trilogy, Al Capone 
Does My Homework. When Moose 
and Natalie Flanagan’s father gets 
promoted to Associate Warden, 
the cons set their targets on him 
and Moose must work quickly to 
decipher a note from Al Capone 
that could mean protection for his 
father, or the opposite...

30 7:30 PM · Burlingame · 
1375 Burlingame Ave · 
650-685-4911

Books Inc. presents Spooky Hallow-
een Story Time! Get you and your 
little one in the spirit for spirits, 
goblins, mummies, and things that 
go bump in the night, as Burlin-
game’s children’s specialist shares 
picture books with just the perfect 
blend of funny and freaky. Come as 
you are, or come in a costume, we 
might not even be able to tell the 
difference!

ShannonNobody would argue with me when I say that Jerry 
Pinkney is an American treasure.  

In 2010 he won the Caldecott Medal for his stunning, 
wordless, adaptation of Aesop’s the Lion & the Mouse, and 
over the years he has been bestowed with more awards and accolades 
than I can list.  Over the summer there was even an exhibition of his 

work at the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
(oh how I would have loved to seen it in 
person)!  

In his newest book, Pinkney takes on 
another of my favorite Aesop’s 

fables in his breath-
taking 
version of 
the Tortoise 

& the Hare, 
which is set in 
the American 
Southwest. 

Thank You Mr. 
Pinkney for add-
ing another gem 

Jerry Pinkney

INTRODUCING A NEW BOOK CLUB!
Take a good look at some of the best books out for kids, with the Closer 
Look Book Club, for ages 9-13! Closer Look will meet once a month at Books 
Inc. Burlingame, and discuss both contemporary and classic titles. For 
parents and kids together! The fi rst meeting is Sunday, October 27th, from 
2-3pm,  and we will be discussing A Wrinkle In Time by Madeleine L’Engle. 
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