
ENDORSE READING

By Amy Bloom
Like most writers, I started out as a reader. I didn’t plan to become a 
writer. The thought never crossed my mind. What I hoped to be, in the 
misty future, was a professional reader. I would sit in the cool, dusty 
stacks of Arrandale Public Library and read, for decades. I would have 
a peanut butter and jelly sandwich every day and a Yoo-hoo and at 
the end of each week, a pile of paper money would appear. I’m pretty 
sure I pictured myself living in the library.
 
 It was-you can imagine-not easy to give up this dream.
 
 I never gave up loving my time in the library. On Saturdays, my dad 
got his haircut at the barber’s. He dropped me off at the library at 
about one and came to pick me up at five o’clock, closing time. (It 
occurs to me now that no bald man needs a four hour haircut, but…) 
I learned to say: “My name is Amy Bloom. I live at 40 Hemlock 
Drive and my phone number is 487-8528. I promise you that my 
father will be here before five.”
 
 I climbed the stacks and settled myself at the As. My first book 
was a revelation. In it, attractive women clad in “peignoir sets” (run 
down three flights of stairs to the OED sitting in the main room of 
the library, run back up) and “marabou mules’ (run down, look up, 
run back up) hung out in a very large brownstone (Oh, I thought, 
like they have in A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.) The ladies chat and 
cook and do their nails and then, at about five (at dusk!), gentlemen 
come over and everyone settles down to…play canasta. Or some-
thing. I found this book riveting. The librarian coughed until I put 
the book down.

 “What’s that you have there, dear?’

“It’s wonderful!” I told her about the ladies and the brownstone and 
the peignoir sets and the canasta. She asked to see the book. I held 
it up: A House Is Not a Home: Memoirs of a New York Madam, by 
Polly Adler.
 
 “I’m so glad you’re enjoying it,” she said. “Do show your mother 
when you get home.”

 Informative, fascinating, funny, wild and free-ranging: That’s how 
reading was for me and that’s how I made it for my children and 
how I would like it to be for all children.  
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The experience you CAN’T download

Jenny Mollen, actress, writer, celeb-
rity wife and one of the funniest 
women on Twitter (@jennyandteets) 
will talk about her new book I Like 
You Just the Way I Am: Stories about 
Me and Some Other People, an outra-
geous, hysterical memoir of acting 
on impulse, plotting elaborate 
hoaxes, and refusing to acknowl-
edge boundaries in any form.
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City of Ghosts 

By Kelli Stanley
June, 1940. For Miranda Corbie, private inves-
tigator and erstwhile escort, there are debts to 
be paid and memories to be resurrected. Enter 
the U.S. State Department and the man who 

helped Miranda get her PI license. A man who asks her to 
track a chemistry professor in San Francisco whom he sus-
pects is a spy for the Nazis. Playing along may get Miranda 
a ticket to Blitz-bombed England and answers about her 
past...if she survives. AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

The Fortune Hunter 

By Daisy Goodwin
Empress Elizabeth of Austria, known as Sisi, 
has spent years evading the stifl ing formality 
of royal life by horseback riding. Impoverished 
Captain Bay Middleton is the fi nest horseman 

in England. When Bay meets heiress Charlotte Baird, she 
buys him the horse needed to win the Grand National, and 
love blossoms between the two. That is until Sisi joins the 
hunt and the two develop an instant bond, one which threat-
ens all of their futures. AVAILABLE NOW

The Kills
By Richard House
The Kills is an epic novel of crime and con-
spiracy told in four books, and set in the ashes 
of war-torn Iraq, Italy, and areas in between. 
It begins with a man on the run and ends with 

a burned body. Moving across continents, characters, and 
genres and with the intelligence of The Spy Who Came in 
from the Cold and the scope of 2666, there will be no more 
ambitious or exciting novel published this year. AVAILABLE 
AUGUST 5TH

Small Blessings 

By Martha Woodroof
English professor Tom Putnam spends his 
days caring for his wife Marjory, a fragile shut-
in. Then, one evening at the campus bookstore, 

Tom and Marjory meet Rose Callahan, and Marjory invites 
Rose over for dinner. Tom wonders if it’s a sign that change 
is on the horizon, a feeling confi rmed upon his return home, 
where he opens a letter from his former paramour, inform-
ing him he’d fathered a son who is heading Tom’s way on a 
train. . . AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

Big Little Lies 

By Liane Moriarty
A murder, a tragic accident, or just parents 
behaving badly? Big Little Lies follows three 
women, each at a crossroads: Madeline is a 

force to be reckoned with. Celeste is the kind of beautiful 
woman who makes the world stop and stare. Young mom 
Jane harbors doubts about her son. While Madeline and 
Celeste soon take Jane under their wing, none of them real-
izes how the arrival of Jane and her inscrutable little boy 
will affect them all. AVAILABLE NOW

The Magician’s Land
By Lev Grossman
The stunning conclusion to the Magicians tril-
ogy - Quentin Coldwater has been cast out of 
Fillory. Everything he had fought so hard for, 
not to mention his closest friends, is sealed 

away in a land Quentin may never again visit. With nothing 
left to lose he returns to where his story began, the Brake-
bills Preparatory College of Magic. But he can’t hide from 
his past, and it’s not long before it comes looking for him. 
AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki 
and His Years of Pilgrimage
By Haruki Murakami
The long-awaited new novel--a book that sold 
more than a million copies the fi rst week it 

went on sale in Japan--from the award-winning, internation-
ally best-selling author Haruki Murakami. Here he gives 
us the remarkable story of Tsukuru Tazaki, a young man 
haunted by a great loss; of dreams and nightmares that have 
unintended consequences for the world around us; and of a 
journey into the past that is necessary to mend the present. 
AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

The Liar’s Wife By Mary Gordon
In these absorbing and exquisitely made novel-
las, we meet the ferocious Simone Weil during 
her fi nal days as a transplant to New York 
City; a vulnerable American grad student who 
escapes to Italy after her fi rst, compromising 
love affair; the charming Irish liar of the title 

story; and Thomas Mann, opening the heart of a high-school 
kid in the Midwest. These narratives dazzle on the surface 
with beautifully rendered settings and vistas, and dig deep 
psychologically. AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

Lucky Us  By Amy Bloom
Disappointed by their families, Iris and Eva 
journey through 1940s America in search of 
fame and fortune--With their friends in high 
and low places, the two stumble and shine 
though a landscape of big dreams, scandals, 

betrayals, and war. Lucky Us is a thrilling and resonant 
novel about success and failure, good luck and bad, the cre-
ation of a family, and the pleasures and inevitable perils of 
family life, conventional and otherwise. AVAILABLE NOW

The Narrow Road to the 
Deep North
By Richard Flanagan
August, 1943. In the despair of a Japanese 
POW camp on the Thai-Burma Death Rail-
way, Australian surgeon Dorrigo Evans’s daily 

struggle is to save the men under his command from starva-
tion, cholera, and pitiless beatings. Until he receives a letter 
that will change him forever. Moving deftly from the POW 
camp to contemporary Australia, this savagely beautiful 
novel tells a story of love, death, and family, exploring the 
many forms of good and evil. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

An Event in Autumn
By Henning Mankell
After nearly thirty years in the same job, 
Inspector Kurt Wallander is tired, restless, 
and itching to make a change. He is taken with 
a certain old farmhouse, perfectly situated in 

a quiet countryside. There he fi nds the skeletal hand of a 
corpse in a shallow grave. Wallander’s investigation takes 
him deep into the history of the house and the land, until 
fi nally the shocking truth about a long-buried secret is 
brought to light. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

The Angel of Losses
By Stephanie Feldman
When Eli Burke dies, he leaves behind a mys-
terious notebook full of stories about a miracle 
worker named the White Rebbe and the 
enigmatic Angel of Losses. Years later, when 

Eli’s granddaughter Marjorie stumbles upon his notebook, 
everything she thought she knew about her grandfather--
and her family--comes undone. To learn the truth about Eli’s 
origins and unlock the secrets he kept, Marjorie embarks 
on an odyssey that takes her deep into the past. AVAILABLE 
NOW

The Home Place
By Carrie La Seur
The only Terrebonne family member who 
made it out, Alma thought she was done with 
Montana, with its cruel poverty, bleak winters, 
and stifl ing ways. Hard work and steely resolve 

got her to Yale, and now she’s an attorney in a high-profi le 
Seattle law fi rm. But an unexpected call from the Montana 
police takes the successful lawyer back to her provincial 
hometown and pulls her into the family trouble she thought 
she’d escaped. AVAILABLE NOW

The Mountaintop School 
for Dogs and Other Second 
Chances  By Ellen Cooney
The Sanctuary is a place where humans save 
dogs, which, in turn, save the humans. Evie has 

lied to gain entry. She has pretended to know more than she 
does about dogs, but she is learning fast. This is the story 
of strays and rescues, kidnappings and homecomings, and 
ultimately, a moving and hilarious chronicle of the ways in 
which humans and canines help each other fi nd new lives, 
new selves, and new hope. AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

Bluff City Pawn
By Stephen Schottenfeld
Huddy Marr, the proprietor of Bluff City 
Pawn shop in Memphis, wants to move to a 
less seedy part of town due to changes in the 
neighborhood. But he needs cash up front, and 

for that he needs help from his brother Joe. There is trouble 
inherent in these wares. There is trouble inherent in this 
family. And there is something inherent to Memphis . . . 
something that means a change of fortune can’t come easy. 
AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH 

Drinks with Nick
Books Inc. in Alameda store manager 
Nick Petrulakis has been known to mix 
a cocktail now and then. In this monthly 
feature, Nick creates a cocktail to go with 
one of his favorite books for the month.

When I asked my wife, Karen, what color 
she’d paint a horse, she didn’t hesitate.  

“Red,” she said, “of course.”  Perfect, 
I thought, because when Catherine, 

in Malcolm Brooks’ masterful Painted 
Horses, meets her fi rst mare in Mon-
tana, she thinks she’s stumbled upon 
the ghost of a war pony, its stamping 

legs painted with bands of red and 
yellow.  With that image in mind, I crafted my own 

Painted Horse.  Like a mustang, it’s small, but packs a kick. 

Painted Horse #2
Grenadine

Kahlúa
Baileys Irish Cream

Rye

Float carefully, in the order 
given, by pouring each over 

the back of a bar spoon into a 
chilled pony glass.  Enjoy!

When I asked my wife, Karen, what color 

yellow.  With that image in mind, I crafted my own 



This is the Water By Yannick Murphy
At a swim meet in their quiet New England 
town, Annie watches as her daughters glide 
through the water. When a girl on the team is 
murdered at a nearby highway rest stop, Annie 
and her fellow swim-parents fi nd themselves 

adrift. And as a series of shocking events unfolds, Annie 
must discover what it means to follow her intuition--even if 
love, as well as lives, could be lost. AVAILABLE NOW

Henna House By Nomi Eve
Yemen, 1920 - Adela Damari’s parents are 
desperately seeking a future husband for their 
young daughter. After passage of the Orphan’s 
Decree, any unbetrothed Jewish child left 
orphaned will be instantly adopted by the local 

Muslim community. With her parents’ health failing, and no 
spousal prospects in sight, Adela’s situation looks dire until 
her uncle arrives from a faraway city, bringing with him a 
cousin and aunt who introduce Adela to the powerful rituals 
of henna tattooing. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

Marine Park By Mark Chiusano
Marine Park--in the far reaches of Brooklyn, 
train-less and tourist-free--fi nds its literary 
chronicler in Mark Chiusano. Chiusano’s daz-
zling stories delve into family, boyhood, sports, 
drugs, love, and all the weird quirks of growing 

up in a tight-knit community on the edge of the city. In the 
tradition of Junot Díaz’s Drown, and Russell Banks’s Trail-
erpark, this poignant collection announces the arrival of a 
distinct new voice in American fi ction. AVAILABLE NOW

The True and Splendid 
History of the Harristown 
Sisters By Michelle Lovric
It’s rural Ireland in the second half of the 
nineteenth century, when Europe burns with a 
passion for long, fl owing locks. So when seven 

sisters, born into poverty, grow up with hair cascading down 
their backs, men are not slow to recognize their potential. 
Soon, they’re a successful singing and dancing septet. But, 
their past trails behind the sisters like the tresses on their 
heads and their fame and fortune will come at a terrible 
price. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH
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A Colder War
By Charles Cumming
A top-ranking Iranian military offi cial is blown 
up while trying to defect to the West. An inves-
tigative journalist is imprisoned for writing 
an article critical of the Turkish government. 

An Iranian nuclear scientist is assassinated. These three 
incidents have one crucial link. Each of the three had been 
recently recruited by Western intelligence. Fearing the 
worst, disgraced agent Tom Kell begins investigating and 
soon discovers there’s a traitor determined to sabotage 
Western intelligence operations in the Middle East. AVAIL-
ABLE AUGUST 5TH

The Frozen Dead
By Bernard Minier
Saint-Martin-de-Comminges, in the French 
Pyrenees, is the kind of place where nothing 
ever happens. Until the morning when a group 
of workers discover the headless, fl ayed body 

of a horse. Then, a few days later the fi rst human murder 
takes place.  When the DNA of the town’s most notorious 
insane asylum inmate is found on the horse carcass, Com-
mandant Servaz and his partner, Irene, must use all their 
skill to solve the terrifying mystery. AVAILABLE AUGUST 
12TH

Three Bargains
By Tania Malik
Twelve-year-old Madan lives with his impov-
erished family in the town of Gorapur, India. 
Madan’s father works for Avtaar Singh, a pow-
erful and controlling man who owns the largest 

factory in town. When Madan’s father’s misdeeds jeopardize 
his sister’s life, Madan strikes his fi rst bargain with Avtaar 
Singh to save her. Drawn into Avtaar Singh’s violent world, 
it looks as if everything will change for Madan and his fam-
ily, until a forbidden love affair has brutal consequences. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Dear Daughter By Elizabeth Little
Former “It Girl” Janie Jenkins is fresh out of 
prison. Ten years ago, at the height of her fame, 
she was incarcerated for the murder of her 
mother, a high-society beauty known for her 
good works and rich husbands. Now, released 
on a technicality, Janie makes herself over and 

goes undercover, determined to chase down the one lead she 
has on her mother’s killer. The only problem? Janie doesn’t 
know if she’s the killer she’s looking for.  AVAILABLE NOW

Friendswood By René Steinke
Friendswood, Texas, is a small Gulf Coast town 
of church suppers and high school football 
games. When tragedy rears its head with an 
industrial leak that kills and sickens residents, 
it pulls on the common thread that runs 

through the community, intensifying everything. Driving the 
narrative powerfully forward is the suspenseful question of 
the fates of four Friendswood families, creating a powerful 
exploration of what happens when families are trapped in 
the ambiguity of history’s missteps. AVAILABLE AUGUST 
14TH

Tigerman By Nick Harkaway
Sergeant Lester Ferris is sent to occupy the 
largely ceremonial post of British consul on the 
larcenous island of Mancreu—a central spot 
for the international underworld’s seedy trans-
actions. Lester’s brief is to turn a blind eye. In 

his downtime, he’s made a friend: a brilliant street kid who 
might, Lester hopes, become an adopted son. But when vio-
lence erupts, Lester has no choice but to fi nd out what kind 
of hero he might become. AVAILABLE NOW

Unmanned By Dan Fesperman
As an F-16 fi ghter pilot, Darwin Cole was a family 
man on top of his world. Now he’s a washout-drunk 
and living alone. Reluctantly, he teams up with 
three journalists seeking to discover the identity 
of the anonymous-and possibly rogue-intelligence 

operative who called the shots in Cole’s ill-fated drone mission. 
But in a surveillance culture, even the well-intentioned must 
sometimes run for their lives, especially when they’re tracking 
leads to the very heart of that culture. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

All We Had By Annie Weatherwax
For thirteen-year-old Ruthie Carmichael and her 
mother, Rita, life has never been stable. But after 
relocating to a small town called Fat River their 
luck takes a turn, and Rita lands a steady job wait-
ressing. When mortgage broker Vick Ward entices 

Rita to buy a house, this upturn quickly nosedives. Faced once 
again with the prospect of homelessness, Rita reverts to sur-
vival mode, and the price she pays to keep them out of poverty 
changes their lives forever. AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

The Beggar & the Hare 

By Tuomas Kyrö
Vatanescu, a young Romanian, desires two things: a 
future for himself and a pair of football boots for his son. 
So off he goes to Finland to beg. Soon he is living on the 
streets of Helsinki. When he meets an unlikely compan-

ion in the form of a hare sentenced to death for living in Helsinki’s city 
limits, the two fugitives set off on a journey—one that will take them to 
the upper echelons of Finnish politics. AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

Ride Around Shining
By Chris Leslie-Hynan
Transplanted Portlander Jess has a gig delivering 
takeout; a job he parlays, along with a few lies, into 
a job as a chauffeur for NBA small forward Calyph 
West, and his wife, Antonia. Jess becomes fascinated 

by all that they are that he is not. In striving to make himself indis-
pensable to them, he causes Calyph to have a season-ending injury, 
then brings about the couple’s estrangement, before positioning 
himself at last as their perverse savior. AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

Kill My Mother By Jules Feiffer
Jules Feiffer presents his fi rst noir graphic novel--
Kill My Mother centers on fi ve formidable women 
from two unrelated families, linked fatefully 
and fatally by a has-been, hard-drinking private 
detective. Feiffer combines his long-honed skills 

as cartoonist, playwright, and screenwriter to draw us into this 
seductively menacing world where streets are black with soot 
and rain, and base motives and betrayal are served on the rocks 
in bars unsafe to enter. AVAILABLE NOW

The Reckoning By Rennie Airth
1947 - Retired bank manager Oswald Gibson is 
shot in the head. In Scotland, a respectable family 
doctor is killed in the same manner--and with the 
same gun. Detectives Billy Styles and Vic Chivers 
are baffl ed until a letter from Gibson is discovered 

concerning former Scotland Yard detective John Madden. Mad-
den is happily retired but agrees to help, and soon he and Styles 
fi nd themselves in a race against time to fi nd the killer. AVAIL-
ABLE AUGUST 14TH

Back Channel By Stephen L. Carter
October 1962 - Kennedy and Khrushchev are 
in the midst of a military face-off and are sur-
rounded by advisers clamoring for war. The only 
way for them to negotiate safely is to open a “back 
channel”--a path of communication hidden from 

their own people. They need a clandestine emissary nobody 
would ever suspect. If the secret gets out, her life will be at risk . 
. . but they’re careful not to tell her that. AVAILABLE NOW

ENDORSE 
READING 

(continued from Page 1)

 Read widely and not always wisely and certainly not 
what any sensible adult would recommend.  Read for 
pleasure and with pleasure and 
read under the covers with a 
fl ashlight at least a few times. 

 (This includes the wish that 
every child have a bed, and 
covers, and a fl ashlight, a 
parent to say good night to 
and a book.)

Amy Bloom’s lastest novel 
Lucky Us is available now at 
all Books Inc. and Compass 
Books locations and online 
at www.booksinc.net.

pleasure and with pleasure and 
read under the covers with a 
fl ashlight at least a few times. 

 (This includes the wish that 



6 7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 
Castro St · 650-428-1234

Local author Andrew MacRae shares the 
sequel to Murder Misdirected, Murder Mis-
calculated. Gregory Smith thought he was 
through with his life as a master pickpocket 
until an overly ambitious federal agent 
coerces him into returning to the street 
as The Kid — or else. As a reluctant crook 
once again, Greg has to keep one step ahead 
of the law, a gang of thugs, and a tenacious 
hit man.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 510 
522-2226

Alameda Island Poets & Writers pres-
ents special guest reader Lucille Lang Day, 
author of the intriguing memoir, Married at 
Fourteen, as well as the poetry collections 
Fire in the Garden and The Curvature of Blue. 
This evening will be moderated by Nanette 
Bradley Deetz; open mic readings will follow 
Lucille’s reading. 

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Get ready for your close-up! A journalist 
and the author of several books concern-
ing the hidden secrets of Hollywood, Boze 
Hadleigh shares his latest, An Actor Succeeds. 
Chock-full of nearly nine-hundred useful 
tips from actors, directors, writers, casting 
directors, and more, this entertaining how-
to guide is conveniently divided into five 
chapters: Acting, Auditioning, Connecting, 
Working, and Coping. So get your bright 
smile ready for the swarms of paparazzi, 
and perfect your pose — Hollywood Walk of 
Fame here you come! 

7 7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 
Market St · 415-864-6777

Writer and director of the feature film David 
Searching, former member of the Board 
of Directors for American non-profit The 
Trevor Project, author and editor Leslie L. 
Smith shares his latest work, Sally Field Can 
Play the Transsexual: Or I Was Cursed by Polly 
Holliday; a beautifully realized novel full of 
bruising humor, heartbreaking loss and 
inspiring insight, which is an honest and 
unyielding examination of the challenges of 
gay male life in America today.

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness 
· 415-776-1111

David B. Feldman, PhD and Lee Daniel Kravetz 
share their brilliant, thought-provoking 
guide to living more fully, Supersurvivors: 
The Surprising Link Between Suffering and 
Success. Widely considered to be among 
the top experts on hope in the field of psy-
chology, David B. Feldman, PhD has had 
writing appear in Psychology Today and the 
Huffington Post. Lee Daniel Kravetz is a San 
Francisco-based MFTi psychotherapist who 
has written for print and television, includ-
ing The New York Times and PBS.

8 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 
510 522-2226

Essence Magazine/Blackboard-bestsell-
ing author Renee Swindle shares her latest 
touching work — which has received 
advance praise from the likes of Ellen Suss-
man, author of French Lessons — A Pinch 
of Ooh La La. Centered around an Oakland, 
California baker looking for love, Renee’s 
signature wit, compassion, and delectable 
prose are on full display in this compelling 
story. Adding some spice to this event will 
be DJ Tom LG spinning ‘60s Jazz ‘45’s!

11  7:00 PM · SF · The  Marina · 2251 
Chestnut St · 415.931.3633

Take a summer road with contributing 
writer for The New York Times Magazine, 
Benoit Denizet-Lewis and Travels with Casey. 
A celebratory and engaging reflection 
on Benoit’s four month journey through 
32 states and 13,000 miles of America 
— accompanied by his nine-year-old Lab-
rador-mix, Casey — Benoit’s latest is a 
delightfully idiosyncratic blend of memoir 
and travelogue coupled with an exploration 
of a dog-loving America. And don’t leave 
your furry friends at home; they’re invited 
to meet Benoit as well!

13  7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 
Castro St · 650-428-1234

Improve your communication and socializa-
tion skills with professional keynote speaker, 
Susan RoAne and the 25th Anniversary Edi-
tion of How to Work a Room: The Ultimate Guide 
to Making Lasting Connections — In Person and 

Online. With 1000+ keynote speeches given, 
appearances on numerous media networks 
— including CNN, NPR, and CNBC--and 
features in the Wall Street Journal and 
Investors Business Daily, among others, 
Susan’s savvy socializing techniques are 
sure to boost your business growth with 
successful meetings! 

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 510 
522-2226

Local author Claudia H. Long shares the 
gripping, rich, and romantic follow-up to 
Josefina’s Sin, The Duel for Consuelo. The 
Enlightenment is making slow in-roads, 
but Consuelo’s world is still under the dark 
cloud of the Inquisition. Forced to choose 
between protecting her ailing mother and 
the love of dashing Juan Carlos Castillo, 
Consuelo’s personal dilemma reflects the 
conflicts of history as they unfold in 1711 
Mexico. 

14 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Playwright, Pushcart Prize-nominee, and 
award-winning short story writer, Dési-
rée Zamorano shares her debut novel, The 
Amado Women. In a June 13th article for 
Publisher’s Weekly, Désirée stated “As part 
of the Latina community, I recently realized 
that we have a superpower: invisibility.” The 
Amado Women not only vanquishes this 
“superpower,” it does so with  grace, beauty, 
and a powerful story about four women , 
connected by birth, separated by secrets. 
This is a must-read for all.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 510 
522-2226

A finalist for Glimmer Train’s Short Story 
Award for New Writers and Clapboard 
House’s Best of the House short story con-
test, with stories published in Sand Canyon 
Review and Fix it Broken, among others, 
Cassandra Dunn shares her debut novel The 
Art of Adapting. A complex, smart, and genu-
inely moving novel, Dunn’s winning first 
novel is a feel-good story that celebrates 
the small moments and small changes that 
make one big life.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 
2275 Market St · 415-864-6777

An advocate for victims’ rights causes, with 
appearances on “Good Morning America” 
and “Dateline,” among others, Debra Tate 
discusses Sharon Tate: Recollection. Complete 
with an introduction by Roman Polanski, 
and featuring previously unseen childhood 
and career-photographs, Debra’s reflections 
are a celebration of Sharon’s life and career, 
her influence as a fashion icon throughout 
the world, and provides readers a sociologi-
cal portrait of the 1960s. 

7:00 PM · SF · The  Marina · 2251 Chest-
nut St · 415.931.3633

Jenny Mollen, actress, writer celebrity wife 
and one of the funniest women on Twitter 
will talk about her new book I Like You Just 
the Way I Am: Stories about Me and Some Other 
People,  an outrageous, hysterical memoir 
of acting on impulse, plotting elaborate 
hoaxes, and refusing to acknowledge bound-
aries in any form.

15   7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 
Castro St · 650-428-1234

Padma Venkatraman will discuss A Time to 
Dance, her inspiring story of a young girl’s 
struggle to regain her passion and find a 
new peace is told lyrically through verse 
that captures the beauty and mystery of 
India and the ancient “bharatanatyam” 
dance form.

ALAMEDA
1344 Park Street · 

510.522.2226

BERKELEY
1760 4th Street · 

510.525.7777

BURLINGAME
1375 Burlingame Ave · 

650.685.4911

MOUNTAIN VIEW
301 Castro St · 
650.428.1234

PALO ALTO 
Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650.321.0600

SAN FRANCISCO
Opera Plaza · 601 Van 

Ness · 415.776.1111
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SAN FRANCISCO
The Castro · 2275  

Market St · 415.864.6777

SAN FRANCISCO
The  Marina · 2251 Chestnut St 

· 415.931.3633

SAN FRANCISCO
Laurel Village · 3515  

California St · 415.221.3666

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 3 · 650.244.0610

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 2 · 650.821.9299 

19 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

The Peninsula Parlour presents the nation-
ally bestselling author of French Lessons, 
and two-time San Francisco Library Laure-
ate, Ellen Sussman, discussing her latest 
feast for the senses, A Wedding in Provence; a 
moving novel of love, forgiveness, and trust, 
set among the beaches and vineyards of 
southern France. Ellen will be in conversa-
tion with the New York Times-bestselling 
author of the 2001 Oprah Book Club selec-
tion, Cane River, and the sequel, Red River, 
Lalita Tademy.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro ·  
2275 Market St · 415-864-6777

Creator, editor and regular contributor to 
the popular blog Hope For Film, one of the 
most respected voices in independent film 
with contributions to The New York Times 
and Filmmaker Magazine, Executive Direc-
tor of the San Francisco Film Society, Ted 
Hope shares his inspiring, tell-all look at the 
indie film business, Hope for Film: From the 
Frontline of the Independent Cinema Revolu-
tions.  

207:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
St · 510 522-2226

Winner of the Quill Award for Best Fiction 
for his 2007 title Game of Kings, and with 
writing that has appared in ESPN.com, 
The New York Times, GQ, and Grantland, 
current contributing writer for Sports on 
Earth, Michael Weinreb shares Season of 
Saturdays: A History of College Football in 14 
Games: an entertaining cultural history 
which examines how the sport became so 
fraught with problems, and looks ahead to 
how it might survive another century.

21 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

New York Times-bestselling author of 
thirteen thrillers and creator of bestselling 
stories for Marvel (Wolverine, Punisher) 
and DC (Batman, Penguin), Gregg Hurwitz 
shares the suspenseful standalone novel, 
Don’t Look Back. Dubbed “not to be missed” 
by bestselling author James Rollins, Gregg’s 
latest is an addictively exhilarating thrill 
ride through the jungles and mountains of 
Oaxaca, Mexico with a dangerous predator 
who will stop at nothing to protect a terrify-
ing secret.

22 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Winner of the Macavity Award for Best 
Historical Novel for the first book in her 
critically acclaimed series, City of Dragons, 
member of Mystery Writers of America, 
Sisters in Crime, International Thriller 
Writers, and more, Kelli Stanley shares the 
third installment in the Miranda Corbie 
Mystery series, City of Ghosts. Miranda 
Corbie’s back. Noir will never be the same. 
And Kelli Stanley will once again mesmerize 
readers with the most thrilling novel yet in 
her award-winning series.

23 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
St · 510 522-2226

Hailed as “young, sharp, and worldly-wise” 
by New York Times-bestselling author Meg 
Gardiner, Yale graduate and temp attorney 
Steph Cha shares the second installment in 
her critically acclaimed Juniper Song mys-
tery series, Beware Beware. Working as an 
apprentice at a P.I. firm, Juniper Song finds 
herself nose deep in a Hollywood murder 
scandal where the lies may be more glamor-
ous than most, but the truths they cover are 
just as ugly.

25   7:00 PM · SF · The  Marina · 2251 
Chestnut St · 415.931.3633

An instructor at the School of Journalism 
and Communication, University of Oregon, 
and with works appearing in numerous pub-
lications — including The Washington Post, 
Adbusters, and Writer’s Digest — nature 
and travel writer Melissa Hart shares her 
story of blossoming love, caring for for 
wounded animals, and the surpising long-
ing for motherhood that comes as a result, 
with her latest tender, witty, and reward-
ing memoir, Wild Within: How Rescuing Owls 
Inspired a Family.

26 7:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Author, journalist and TV personality, for-
mer head of the British Government’s UFO 
project at the Ministry of Defence, inter-
national bestselling author, and one of the 
world’s leading experts on UFOs, the unex-
plained and conspiracy theories, Nick Pope
shares the full-story behind the Rendlesham 
Forest UFO Incident of 1980 — which is 
set to become better-known than Roswell 
— with his engrossing exposé, Encounter in 
Rendlesham Forest.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro ·  
2275 Market St · 415-864-6777

Winner of the 1971 “Miss Black California” 
award, actress, model, singer, humanitarian, 
and the first permanent African-American 
“Barker’s Beauty” on The Price Is Right, 
Kathleen Bradley shares Backstage at the Price 
Is Right. A jaw-dropping, firsthand account 
of the often salacious and always fascinating 
behind-the-scenes drama surrounding the 
#1 game show in television history, Kath-
leen’s memoir is an enlightening journey of 
a woman’s introduction to glitzy Hollywood 
— and the dark side of it all.

28 7:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

A contributing writer for Wired magazine, 
the SF Chronicle, Discovery Online, creator 
and writer of the Vertigo comics mini-series, 
Accelerate, and immortalized as an action 
figure for the animated series Blackstar 
(!!!), the amazing and awesome Richard 
Kadrey shares the latest installment of the 
ever-entertaining New York Times-bestsell-
ing Sandman Slim series, The Getaway God. 
This time around Sandman Slim must save 
himself — and the entire world — from the 
wrath of some enraged and vengeful ancient 
gods.

29 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
St · 510 522-2226

Books Inc. Alameda presents an evening 
featuring short stories that pack a big punch 
with dramatist, fiction writer, and former 
member of the Blue Man Group, Jason 
Sinclair Long sharing Tiny Giants: 101 Stories 
Under 101 Words. Joining Jason is professor 
of English at American River College, and 
prize-winning fiction writer, Lois  Ann Abra-
ham sharing Circus Girl and Other Stories.
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My Drunk Kitchen By Hannah Hart
One day, Hannah Hart decided to make a fake 
cooking show for her friend. She turned on the 
camera, pulled out some bread and cheese, and 
then, as one does, started drinking. The video 
went viral and an online sensation was born. 
My Drunk Kitchen includes recipes, stories, 

full color photos, and drawings to inspire your own culinary 
adventures in tipsy cooking. It is also a showcase for Han-
nah Hart’s great comedic voice. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

Michelangelo: A Life in Six 
Masterpieces By Miles J. Unger
Among the immortals, Michelangelo stands 
alone as a master of painting, sculpture, and 
architecture. He was not only the greatest 
artist in an age of giants, but a man who rein-

vented the practice of art itself. Miles Unger narrates the 
astonishing life of this driven and difficult man through six 
of his greatest masterpieces. Michelangelo brings to life the 
irascible, egotistical, and undeniably brilliant man whose 
artistry continues to amaze and inspire us after 500 years. 
AVAILABLE NOW 

Shadows in the Vineyard
By Maximillian Potter
In January 2010, Aubert de Villaine, the famed 
proprietor of the Domaine de la Romanee-
Conti, the storied vineyard that produces the 
most expensive wines in the world, received 

an anonymous note threatening the destruction of his 
vines unless he paid a one million euro ransom. Shadows in 
the Vineyard takes us deep into a captivating world full of 
fascinating characters, and a local culture defined by the 
twinned veins of excess and vitality. AVAILABLE NOW

When Paris Went Dark
By Ronald C. Rosbottom
On June 14, 1940, German tanks entered a 
silent and nearly deserted Paris. Eight days 
later, France accepted a humiliating defeat 
and foreign occupation. When Paris Went 

Dark evokes with stunning precision the detail of daily life 
in a city under occupation, and the brave people who fought 
against the darkness. Relying on a range of resources, Ros-
bottom has forged a groundbreaking book that will forever 
influence how we understand those dark years in the City of 
Light. AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH
 

The Nixon Tapes
By Douglas Brinkley & Luke Nichter
President Nixon’s voice-activated taping sys-
tem captured every word spoken in the Oval 
Office, Cabinet Room, and other key locations 
in the White House, and at Camp David -- 

3,700 hours of recordings. Yet less than 5 percent of those 
conversations have ever been transcribed and published. 
Now, thanks to professor Luke Nichter’s massive effort to 
digitize and transcribe the tapes, the world can finally read 
an unprecedented account of one of the most important and 
controversial presidencies in U.S. history. AVAILABLE NOW

In the Kingdom of Ice
By Hampton Sides
In the late nineteenth century, people were 
obsessed by one of the last unmapped areas of 
the globe: the North Pole. James Gordon Ben-
nett, wealthy owner of The New York Herald, 

funded an official U.S. naval expedition to reach the Pole. 
Two years into the voyage, with the hull breached, the crew 
abandoned the ship and found themselves marooned a 
thousand miles north of Siberia. In the Kingdom of Ice is a 
spellbinding tale in the most unforgiving territory on Earth. 
AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

A Spy Among Friends
By Ben Macintyre
The greatest spy in history, Kim Philby rose 
to head Britain’s counterintelligence against 
the Soviet Union during the height of the Cold 
War — while he was secretly working for 

the enemy. The stunning truth of his betrayal would have 
devastating consequences on the two men who thought 
they knew him best, and on the intelligence services he left 
crippled in his wake. Based on personal papers and never-
before-seen British intelligence files, A Spy Among Friends 
is Macintyre’s best book yet. AVAILABLE NOW

 

Building a Better Teacher
By Elizabeth Green
Opening with a moment-by-moment portrait 
of an everyday math lesson, Building a Bet-
ter Teacher demonstrates the unexpected 

complexity of teaching. Green focuses on the questions that 
really matter: How do we prepare teachers before they 
enter the classroom? How does one get young minds to rea-
son, conjecture, prove, and understand? Incorporating new 
research from cognitive psychologists and education spe-
cialists as well as intrepid classroom entrepreneurs, Green 
ultimately discovers that good teaching is a skill; one that 
can be taught. AVAILABLE NOW

 

Blackboard  By Lewis Buzbee
Lewis Buzbee offers fascinating histories of 
the key ideas informing educational practice 
over the centuries, while deftly weaving his 
own biography of being the first in his family 
to graduate from college. He credits his suc-

cess to the well-funded California public school system and 
bemoans the terrible price that state is paying as a result 
of funding being cut from today’s budgets. For Buzbee, 
the blackboard is a precious window into the wider world, 
which we ignore at our peril. AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

In a Rocket Made of Ice
By Gail Gutradt
Begun with just fifty dollars in the pocket of for-
mer Marine Corps medic Wayne Dale Matthysse, 
Wat Opot in Cambodia, was once a haunted scru-
bland that became a place of healing and respite 

where children with or orphaned by HIV/AIDS could live 
outside of fear or judgment, and find a new family. In a Rocket 
Made of Ice gathers the stories of children saved and changed 
by this very special place, and of one woman’s transformation 
in trying to help them. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH
 

An Illustrated Book of Bad 
Arguments  By Ali Almossawi
Have you read (or stumbled into) one too many 
irrational online debates? This handy guide is here 
to bring the internet age a much-needed dose of 
old-school logic. Here are cogent explanations of 

the “straw man” fallacy, the “slippery slope” argument, the “ad 
hominem” attack, and other common attempts at reasoning that 
actually fall short, plus a beautifully drawn menagerie of animals 
who (adorably) commit every logical “faux pas.” This book is the 
antidote to fuzzy thinking, with furry animals! AVAILABLE NOW

Blood Aces By Doug J. Swanson
Benny Binion was many things: a cowboy, a 
pioneering casino owner, a gangster, a killer, and 
founder of the World Series of Poker. Through a 
mix of cold-bloodedness, native intelligence, folksi-
ness, and philanthropy, Binion became one of the 
most revered figures in the history of gambling. 

Journalist Doug J. Swanson uses once-secret government docu-
ments and dogged reporting to tell a story that is unmatched in 
the annals of American criminal justice, a vital yet untold piece 
of this country’s history. AVAILABLE AUGUST 14TH

Powers of Two 
By Joshua Wolf Shenk
Weaving the lives of scores of creative duos, 
Joshua Wolf Shenk reveals the six essen-
tial stages through which creative intimacy 
unfolds. Along the way, he reveals how pairs 

begin to talk, think, and even look like each other; how the 
most successful ones thrive on conflict; and why some pairs 
flame out while others endure. When it comes to shaping 
the culture, Shenk argues, two is the magic number. Pow-
ers of Two will change the way we think about innovation. 
AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH
 

The Rush 

By Edward Dolnick
In the spring of 1848, rumors began to 
spread that gold had been discovered in the 
Sacramento Valley. A year later, newspaper 
headlines declared “Gold Fever!” as hundreds 

of thousands of men and women allowed themselves- for 
the first time ever-to imagine a future of ease and splendor. 
The Rush brilliantly recounts their treacherous westward 
journeys by wagon and on foot, and takes us to the frenzied 
gold fields and the rowdy cities that sprang from nothing to 
jam-packed chaos. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

The Myth of Mirror Neurons
By Gregory Hickok
In 1992, a group of neuroscientists from 
Parma, Italy, reported a new class of brain 
cells, dubbed mirror neurons, which took 
human neuroscience and psychology by storm. 

Drawing on a broad range of observations from work on ani-
mal behavior, modern neuroimaging, neurological disorders, 
and more, Hickok argues that the foundational assumptions 
fall flat in light of the facts. The Myth of Mirror Neurons is 
an instructive tale about the course of scientific progress 
from discovery to theory to revision. AVAILABLE NOW

Generation RX
By Erin Marie Daly
In just a few years, the powerful prescription 
painkiller OxyContin transformed Erin Marie 
Daly’s youngest brother, Pat, from a fun-loving 
youth to a heroin addict — dead at the age of 

twenty. Erin set out on a painful personal journey, turning 
a journalistic eye on her brother’s addiction. That kids are 
hooked on prescription drugs is nothing new; what is new is 
how a generation of young people playing around with opi-
oids are finding themselves in the frightening grip of heroin. 
AVAILABLE NOW

In a Nutshell  

By Cara Tannenbaum & Andrea 
Tutunjian
The only cookbook of its kind, In a Nutshell is 
a complete guide to cooking and baking with 
nuts and seeds. With 250+ recipes exploring 

the culinary and cultural history of nuts and seeds in every-
thing from Pumpkin Seed Guacamole to Hazelnut Roulade, 
In a Nutshell unites the smooth, crunchy, savory, and sweet. 
Organized to reflect the way we eat meals today, and with 
recipes ranging from simple to complex, this cookbook is 
sure to satisfy omnivores, vegetarians, and vegans alike. 
AVAILABLE NOW
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ALAMEDA

4Monday · 3:30 PM
The First Monday ‘I Can Reada-
thon’ Book Club will share stories 

perfect for little ones; this month’s 
theme is SOCCER! (ages 3+).

12 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
ALAMEDA’S YOUNG ADULT 
BOOK CLUB (ages 13+) will 

discuss A Great and Terrible Beauty 
by Libba Bray.

15 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made Us 
Do This Book Club will dis-

cuss The Fault in Our Stars by John 
Green.

16 Saturday · 4:00 PM
The BAY AREA STEAM-
PUNK SOCIETY BOOK CLUB 

will meet.

21 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The BIG YES SOCIETY 
DISCUSSION GROUP will 

discuss The Path to Awakening: 
How Buddhism’s Seven Points of 
Mind Training Can Lead You to a Life 
of Enlightenment and Happiness by 
Shamar Rinpoche.

24 Sunday · 6:00 PM
The INTIMATES: EAST 
BAY QUEER BOOK CLUB 

will discuss Misfortune by Wesley 
Stace.

28 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The DESERT ISLAND 
BOOK CLUB will discuss 

Chosen by Adrienne Reiter.

31 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. SOCIAL NET-
WORK BOOK SOCIETY 

(ages 16 & up) will discuss One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey.

BERKELEY

2 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The FIRST SATURDAY BOOK 
CLUB will discuss The Hen Who 

Dreamed She Could Fly by Sun-Mi 
Hwang.

BURLINGAME

14 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The RECOMMENDED BY 
A STRANGER BOOK CLUB 

will discuss The Search by Geoff 
Dyer.

28 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Is That A Gun in Your 
Pocket? Book Club will 

discuss The Quiet American by Gra-
ham Greene.

THE CASTRO

12Tuesday · 6:30 PM
The CENTRAL SF CLASSIC 
LIT BOOK CLUB will dis-

cuss Books VI-VIII of Middlemarch by 
George Eliot.

13Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SF LGBT BOOK CLUB 
will discuss Calling Dr. 

Laura: A Graphic Memoir by Nicole 
Georges.

LAUREL VILLAGE

5Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The WOMEN WE’D LIKE TO 
LUNCH WITH BOOK CLUB will 

discuss The End of the Point by Eliza-
beth Graver.

19 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The FOREIGN INTRIGUE 
BOOK CLUB will discuss 

Death of an Englishman by Magdalen 
Nabb. 

LAUREL VILLAGE

27 Tuesday · 3:30 PM
The YOUNG@HEART BOOK 
CLUB will discuss We Were 

Liars by E. Lockhart.

* Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thurs-
day and reads stories for newly 
independent readers (ages 6-8).

THE MARINA

4Monday · 7:00 PM
The SAN FRANCISCO TRAVEL 
BOOK CLUB and LECTURE 

SERIES will discuss The Great Rail-
way Bazaar: By Train Through Asia by 
Paul Theroux.

5Tuesday · 3:30 PM
The SUMMER BRIDGE BOOK 
CLUB (grades K-2nd) will read 

and discuss The Miniature World of 
Marvin & James by Elise Broach.

12 Tuesday · 3:30 PM
The RISING READERS 
BOOK CLUB (grades 3 & 

4) will discuss The Castle Behind 
Thorns by Merrie Haskell.

27Wednesday · 7:30 PM
“The CLASSICS I FORGOT 
TO READ BOOK CLUB will 

discuss Under Fire by Henri Bar-
busse.

* Thursdays · 3:00 PM
The BABY’S FIRST BOOK 
CLUB meets every 

Thursday at 3 PM for storytime 
with our chidren’s specialist read-
ing picture books perfect for your 
under 3’s!

MOUNTAIN VIEW

11 Monday · 7:30 PM
The BROKEN COMPASS 
ADVENTURE BOOK CLUB 

will discuss Wine and War: The 
French, the Nazis, and the Battle for 
France’s Greatest Treasure by Don & 
Petie Kladstrup.

12Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The POLITICALLY 
INSPIRED BOOK CLUB will 

discuss Occupy the Economy: Chal-
lenging Capitalism a conversation 
between Richard Wolff & David 
Barsamian. 

17 Sunday · 5:00 PM
The NIGHT OF THE LIVING 
BOOK CLUB will discuss 

Human Remains by Elizabeth Haynes.

25 Monday · 7:00 PM
The HANDS ON BAY 
AREA BOOK CLUB will 

discuss The Particle at the End of the 
Universe: How the Hunt for the Higgs 
Boson Leads Us to the Edge of a New 
World by Sean Carroll.

OPERA PLAZA

9Saturday · 10:00 AM
The SECOND SATURDAY BOOK 
CLUB will discuss As I Lay 

Dying by William Faulkner.

24 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The WORLD AFFAIRS 
COUNCIL BOOK CLUB will 

discuss This Is How You Lose Her by 
Junot Díaz.

PALO ALTO

10 Sunday · 6:00 PM
The SPECULATIVE FICTION 
BOOK CLUB will discuss 

The Ocean at the End of the Lane by 
Neil Gaiman.

17 Sunday · 6:00 PM
The BOOK BUSTERS MID-
DLE READER BOOK CLUB 

(ages 8-12) welcome special guest 
author Mike Jung to discuss Geeks, 
Girls, and Secret Identities!

18 Monday · 6:00 PM
The NYM-ACTUAL-BOOK 
CLUB (ages 14+) welcome 

special guest author Katherine 
Longshore to discuss Brazen!

26 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The FOURTH TUESDAY 
(MARGIE’S) BOOK CLUB 

will discuss California by Edan Lep-
ucki.

· Book Clubs & Paperbacks · 7August
2014

Last Car Over the Sagamore 
Bridge By Peter Orner
Employing the masterful compression for 
which he has been widely praised, Orner pres-
ents a kaleidoscope of individual lives viewed 
in startling, intimate close-up. In stories that 

span considerable geographic ground he writes of the past 
we can’t seem to shake, the losses we can’t make up for, and 
the power of our stories to help us reclaim what we thought 
was gone forever. AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

The Ghost Bride 

By Yangsze Choo
Malaya, 1893 — Li Lan, the daughter of a 
genteel but bankrupt Chinese family, has 
few prospects. But fate intervenes when she 
receives a proposal from the wealthy Lim fam-

ily. They want her to become a ghost bride for the family’s 
only son, who died under mysterious circumstances. Such 
a union would guarantee Li Lan a comfortable home for the 
rest of her days, but at what cost? AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH

We Are Water By Wally Lamb
Annie Oh has shaken her family to its core. 
After twenty-seven years of marriage and three 
children, Annie has fallen in love with Viveca, 
the Manhattan art dealer who orchestrated 
her professional success. The two plan to wed 
in the Oh family’s hometown of Three Rivers, 

Connecticut. But this provokes mixed reactions and opens a 
Pandora’s box of toxic secrets. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

The Thinking Woman’s 
Guide to Real Magic
By Emily Croy Barker
During a miserable weekend at a friend’s wed-
ding, Nora Fischer wanders off and somehow 
finds herself in a new decadent realm. There, 

she meets glamorous Ilissa and her gorgeous son Raclin. But 
when the elegant veneer of this dreamland shatters, Nora 
finds herself in a fairy tale gone incredibly wrong. And the 
only way she can survive is by learning real magic herself. 
AVAILABLE NOW

MaddAddam
By Margaret Atwood
In this final volume of the internationally cel-
ebrated MaddAddam trilogy, the Waterless 
Flood pandemic has wiped out most of the 
population. Toby is part of a small band of survi-
vors, along with the Children of Crake. As Toby 

explains their origins to the curious Crakers, her tales cohere 
into a luminous oral history that sets down humanity’s past 
— and points toward its future. AVAILABLE AUGUST 12TH

The Good Lord Bird
By James McBride
A moving exploration of identity and survival 
— Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in 
the Kansas Territory in 1857. When legendary 
abolitionist John Brown arrives in the area, 

an argument between Brown and Henry’s master quickly 
turns violent. Henry is forced to leave town — with Brown, 
who believes he’s a girl. Over the ensuing months, Henry 
conceals his true identity as he struggles to stay alive. 
AVAILABLE AUGUST 5TH
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Rock The Way You Read 
with Neal Shusterman!

What does it mean to Rock the Way You Read? 
It means that some authors are formative. 
They change the way you think, and the way 
you see the world. Neal Shusterman is one of 
those authors. Varying between wildly hilarious 
(The Schwa Was Here) and wildly unsettling (The 
Unwind Dystology), Mr. Shusterman’s work is the 
kind of writing that stays with you. For life. He’s 
been known to pull even the most stubbornly 
reluctant reader into the world of literacy, all 
the while providing the kind of depth the heavy 
reader demands. We’re obsessed with Neal 
Shusterman. We think you will be, too.

Ron Berman
The Cable Car That Couldn’t Clang
August 2 · 11:00 AM 
SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut St 
415-931-3633

Todd Parr
It’s Okay to Make Mistakes
August 2 · 2:00 PM
Alameda · 1344 Park St 
510-522-2226

Michael Slack · Wazdot?
August 3 · 1:00 PM 
SF · Laurel Village · 3515 California 
St · 415-221-3666

Saul Griffith, Nick Dragotta and 
Ingrid Dragotta
Howtoons: Tools of Mass Construction
August 6 · 7:00 PM  
Palo Alto · Town & Country Village 
650-321-0600

Gene Luen Yang The Shadow Hero
August 8 · 7:00 PM
Mountain View · 301 Castro St
650-428-1234 
August 16 · 2:00 PM
San Mateo Library · 55 West 3rd 
Avenue · 650-522-7800

Mike Jung
Geeks, Girls, and Secret Identities 
August 17 · 6:00 PM  
Palo Alto•Town & Country Village 
650-321-0600

Katherine Longshore
Brazen 
August 18 · 6:00 PM 
Palo Alto•Town & Country Village 
650-321-0600

Karen Young & Christine Bronstein
Stewie Boomstein Starts School 
August 24 · 1:00 PM
SF · Laurel Village · 3515 California St 
415-221-3666

COMPASS BOOKS at SFO loves 

Arnold Lobel
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Dinosaur Vs. 
School 
By Bob Shea
He’s taken on the potty, 
he’s taken on bedtime, he’s 
taken on the library… and 

now he’s taking on SCHOOL! Get your 
little lizards jazzed about going back to 
(or just starting!) school with another 
adorable installment in Bob Shea’s dino-
saur oeuvre. (AGES 3+) AVAILABLE NOW 

Illusive 
By Emily Lloyd-Jones
Readers will be rapt in this 
propulsive tale of super-
powered teenaged thieves, 
as they embark on the heist 

of their lives. For lovers of the X-Men 
franchise who are also inclined to dabble 
in some Ocean’s Eleven style shenani-
gans (no Brad Pitt here, though, sorry), 
this plot twist heavy rumination on 
human nature boasts all the danger, com-
plexity and excitement we’ve all come 
to expect from a good YA novel. (AGES 
13+ — But let’s be real, we know you’re 
reading these too, grownups) AVAILABLE 
NOW

Ninja Red Riding 
Hood 
By Corey Rosen 
Schwartz
Animator and illustrator, 

Dan Santat, really shines in this rhym-
ing reimagining of the classic fairy tale. 
Fresh off the success of Three Ninja 
Pigs, author Corey Rosen Schwartz 
serves up readers with a martial arts-
packed tale of a nefarious wolf, and the 
little ninja who’s trained to fight him. 
Perfectly suited for storytime, boys and 
girls alike will be left in giggles. (AGES 
4+) AVAILABLE NOW

The Shadow 
Hero 
by Gene Luen Yang
Undeniably one of the mas-
ters of the graphic novel 

form, author Gene Luen Yang is back 
with a (mostly) new super hero story. In 
the 1940’s a Chinese American cartoon-
ist invented the Green Turtle, a WWII 
superhero. Now, Yang has reimagined 
him with overtly Chinese roots and set 
his tale in pre-WWII San Francisco. For 
those of us clamoring for more diverse 
kids books, this is the tonic for what ails 
us! (AGES 12+) AVAILABLE NOW

Oliver and the 
Seawigs 
By Philip Reeve
Anglophile parents who 
have raised kids with a sly 
sense of humor will devour 

this new offering from kid lit giant, Philip 
Reeve. Featuring spot illustrations as 
well as some high-level absurdity, this 
tale of near-sighted mermaids, sentient 
islands and one brave boy is a great 
choice for the family read-aloud. The 
easy sentence structure is friendly for 
early readers, but it’s the sense of humor 
that will keep the pages turning. (AGES 
7-10) AVAILABLE NOW

The Ultimate 
Construction 
Site Book 

By Dider Balicevic
Everyone knows a kid who’s 

OBSSESED with construction sites. And 
now, there’s the perfect book for that 
kid! New from local publisher, Chronicle 
Books, but translated from French, this 
book has got enough moving parts to lift, 
pull and explore to keep even the most 
curious of tots. Gorgeously assembled, 
and great for even pre-readers to enjoy. 
(AGES 2+) AUGUST 5TH

KIDS EVENTS!

www.booksinc.net

NEW BOOKS THIS MONTH!

Are you obsessed with books? Do you read your face off, and 
then read some more? Good. Books Inc. wants YOU.

Sign up with your neighborhood store manager for a shift to be a 
Junior Bookseller in the month of July or August! Help people find 

the books that will blow their minds, hang out in the bookstore, 
write reviews, and generally be your awesome, passionate self. 

And don’t worry: Books Inc. pays in books. 

For ages 8-18.

BOOKS INC. NOW HIRING JUNIOR BOOKSELLERS

INTRODUCING SUMMER 
BRIDGE BOOK CLUBS!

Looking for something to do this summer? Sad some of 
our book clubs are on break? FEAR NOT! Books Inc. in 
the Marina has just the thing for you! Call 415-931-3633 
or stop by Books Inc. in The Marina for details.

Tuesday,August 5  
3:30 PM

The Summer Bridge Book 
Club (grades K-2nd) will 
read and discuss The 
Miniature World of Marvin 
& James by Elise Broach.

Tuesday, August 12  
3:30 PM

The Rising Readers Book 
Club (grades 3 & 4) will 
discuss The Castle Behind 
Thorns by Merrie Haskell.

No childhood is complete without Arnold Lobel books. Whether he’s 
writing about best of friends (Frog and Toad) or domestic delights (Owl 
at Home), his words are charming and his illustrations indelible in 
memory. Truly, he is one of children’s literature’s giants, finding his 
peers among authors like Maurice Sendak, Laurant de Brunhoff, H. 
A. Rey and James Marshall. What a boon for emerging readers, to 
be treated with such delightful literary delicacies, as Mouse Tales and 
Grasshopper on the Road!




