
ENDORSE READING

By Julia Glass
When you have your fi rst baby, you anticipate the benchmarks: fi rst 
smile, fi rst steps, fi rst intelligible word ... and book lovers wonder 
when a child will learn to translate those spidery squiggles into 
letters into words into language, into stories and poems, into song 
lyrics and news of worlds beyond the one we know.

I read to my fi rst son almost from birth. I’d nestle his puddinglike 
body in my lap, sitting cross-legged beside the one towering book-
case in our tiny apartment, and pull out picture books saved from 
my own childhood. I’d read aloud, awkwardly twisting the book 
toward Alec’s upturned face. His gaze roamed. His randomly waving 
fi sts pummeled the pages. He napped. 

Not long after he turned four, he fi gured it out. Suddenly, as if 
struck by a thunderbolt, he was the one reading to us. Among his 
playmates, he was the fi rst; since I’m a writer, all the other parents 
gave me full credit (whether by nature or nurture), but I saw it as 
a matter of luck. Still, I felt as if Alec had somehow arrived. The 
benchmark I hadn’t anticipated, however, was the fi rst time I saw 
him reading to himself—without so much as moving his lips. One 
afternoon, sensing a new kind of silence, I leaned into his room. 
There he sat on his bed, curled forward over a book, eyes scanning, 
fi ngers turning pages. And I felt the most unsettling emotion.

Jealousy. Pride and wonder, sure, but also this undeniable twinge 
of resentment ... because Alec had entered the sacred, intimate 
zone of readership, the place where a good book pours itself deep 
into the reader, fi lls every capillary, crosses every synapse. This is 
the miracle of reading. Two souls (or hearts or minds or intellects) 
merge through the conduit of language imprinted on a page (or yes, 
okay, a screen). 

I once heard Richard Russo tell Terry Gross that he doesn’t really 
“get” book clubs because he sees the act of reading as akin to sex: 
something you do in private. Well, I thought smugly, it’s no coinci-
dence that book clubs are predominantly female. Women, unlike 
men, talk about everything. But he’s right: ultimately, reading is 
private. When I witnessed my child beginning what I hoped would 
be a long lifetime of reading, I also understood that he was begin-
ning to lead a life separate from mine. We might read and talk 
about the same book—as we often have—but that book will have 
transported each of us to a wholly unique destination. Our children 
will know many things we won’t—the secrets begin sooner than we 
realize—but nowhere, to me, is that bittersweet fact conveyed more 
profoundly than through watching small children read to themselves.

I should confess that my second son, Oliver, arrived at reading to 
himself more slowly, more reluctantly, more circuitously. A few 
years ago, after I’d gone through a binge of buying him novel after 
novel, desperate to ignite that possessive love of literature his 
brother found so early on, he said, “Mom, I need to tell you some-
thing that I hope won’t hurt your feelings.” I waited, terrifi ed. “I 
don’t like fi ction. I like nonfi ction.” I burst out laughing. Was that all?
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April 12 · Noon
The Vestry Restaurant at The Chapel

Her international bestseller 
Room was a New York Times 
Best Book of 2010 and a fi nal-
ist for the Man Booker Award. 
Her explosive new novel, Frog 
Music is based on an unsolved 
murder in 1876 San Francisco. 
The much talked about new 
Vestry Restaurant at The Chapel 
will open for a special ticketed 
lunch honoring Emma Donoghue 
on April 11 at noon. Tickets are 
$60 and include a lunch and a signed fi rst edition of 
Frog Music. To purchase your ticket visit: www.book-
sinc.net/event/lunch-literati-emma-donoghue-chapel.

April 22 · 7:00 PM
Books Inc. in Opera Plaza

Take a trip back to the Venice 
of uhh. . . a long time ago, with 

Christopher Moore launching 
The Serpent of Venice, a mash-up 
of Shakespeare and Poe. When 
Pocket the royal fool is lured to 
a dark dungeon with the hopes 
of an evening of debauchery, he 
instead fi nds he’s been lured to 
his death. But this Fool is no fool ... 
and he’s got more than a few tricks 
(and hand gestures) up his sleeve. 

A Books Inc. receipt for The Serpent of Venice is required for a spot in the 
signing line. Seats and signing line positions are First-come, fi rst-served on 
the night of the event.
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of Shakespeare and Poe. When 
Pocket the royal fool is lured to 
a dark dungeon with the hopes 
of an evening of debauchery, he 
instead fi nds he’s been lured to 
his death. But this Fool is no fool ... 
and he’s got more than a few tricks 
(and hand gestures) up his sleeve. 



And the Dark Sacred Night
by Julia Glass
Raised by a strong-willed, secretive single mother, 
Kit has never known the identity of his father. Out of 
desperation, Kit goes to the mountain retreat of his 
mother’s former husband, Jasper. Reluctantly break-

ing a long-ago promise, Jasper connects Kit with Lucinda and Zeke 
Burns, who know the answer he’s looking for. In fact, to fully under-
stand the secrets surrounding his paternity, Kit will travel farther 
still, meeting Fenno McLeod, and Fenno’s longtime companion, the 
gregarious Walter Kinderman. AVAILABLE APRIL 1ST

Can’t and Won’t by Lydia Davis
Her stories may be literal one-liners. Or they may 
be lengthier investigations of the havoc wreaked 
by the most mundane disruptions to routine. 
The stories may appear in the form of letters of 
complaint; they may be extracted from Flaubert’s 

correspondence; or they may be inspired by the author’s own 
dreams, or the dreams of friends. What does not vary through-
out Can’t and Won’t, Lydia Davis’s fifth collection of stories, is 
the power of her finely honed prose. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

In Paradise by Peter Matthiessen
In the winter of 1996, more than a hundred people 
gather at the site of a former concentration camp for 
a weeklong retreat during which they will offer prayer 
and meditate on the selection platform, while eating 
and sleeping in the quarters of the Nazi officers who, 

half a century before, sent more than a million Jews to their deaths. 
As the days pass, tensions surface among the participants, stripping 
away any easy pretense to healing or closure. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

Viviane by Julia Deck
In their decades-long history, Les Editions de Min-
uit has rarely published a debut novel. Now, a first 
novel published by Minuit has gripped French read-
ers and taken the literary world by storm. Viviane is 
both an engrossing murder mystery and a gripping 

exploration of madness, a narrative that tests the shifting bound-
aries of language and the self. Nominated for the Prix Femina, the 
Prix France Inter, and the Prix du Premier Roman, Viviane is sure 
to become a contemporary classic. AVAILABLE NOW

All the Birds, Singing by Evie Wyld
Jake Whyte is living in an old farmhouse on a craggy 
British island. Her collie, Dog, and a flock of sheep 
are her sole companions. But every few nights some-
thing—or someone—picks off one of the sheep. There 
are foxes in the woods, a strange boy and a strange 

man, and rumors of an obscure, formidable beast. And there is also 
Jake’s past, hidden thousands of miles away and years ago, which 
threatens to break into the present. AVAILABLE APRIL 15TH

Every Day Is for the Thief
by Teju Cole
A young Nigerian living in New York City goes 
home to Lagos for a short visit, finding a city both 
familiar and strange. Along the way, the man recon-
nects with people from his past and slowly begins to 

reconcile the profound changes that have taken place in his coun-
try and the truth about himself. Originally published in Nigeria in 
2007, this revised and updated edition is the first version of this 
unique book to be made available outside Africa. AVAILABLE NOW

Falling Out of Time by David Grossman
Falling Out of Time begins in a small village, where a 
man announces to his wife that he is leaving, embark-
ing on a journey in search of their dead son. The 
man—called simply Walking Man—paces in ever-wid-
ening circles around the town. One after another, all 

manner of townsfolk fall into step with him, each enduring his or her 
own loss, and ultimately all find solace and hope in their communal 
act of breaching death’s hermetic separateness. AVAILABLE NOW

Raising Steam by Terry Pratchett
Mister Simnel has produced a machine that har-
nesses the power of all of the elements. To the 
consternation of Lord Vetinari, no one is in charge 
of this new invention, until he assigns Moist von 
Lipwig to the job. Moist will have to grapple with 

gallons of grease, goblins, a controller with a history of throwing 
employees down the stairs, and some very angry dwarfs if he’s 
going to stop it all from going off the rails . . . AVAILABLE NOW

The Word Exchange by Alena Graedon
In the not-so-distant future, the forecasted “death 
of print” has become a reality. Anana Johnson 
works with her father, Doug, at the “North 
American Dictionary of the English Language 
(NADEL”), where he’s at work on the last edition 

that will ever be printed. One evening, Doug disappears, leav-
ing a single written clue: ALICE. It’s a code word he devised to 
signal if he ever fell into harm’s way. And thus begins Anana’s 
journey down the proverbial rabbit hole. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

The Intern’s Handbook
by Shane Kuhn
John Lago is New York City’s most successful hit 
man. He’s also an intern at a prestigious Manhat-
tan law firm; clocking eighty hours a week doing 
all the grunt work actual employees are too lazy to 

do. Part confessional, part DIY manual, The Intern’s Handbook 
chronicles John’s final assignment in which he is pitted against 
the toughest—and sexiest—adversary he’s ever faced: Alice, an 
FBI agent assigned to take down the same law partner he’s been 
assigned to kill. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

The Storied Life of A.J. Firky
by Gabrielle Zevin
A. J. Fikry’s wife has died; his bookstore is expe-
riencing the worst sales in its history; and now 
his rare collection of Poe poems has been stolen. 
When a mysterious package arrives—small in 

size, but large in weight—it gives A.J. the opportunity to make 
his life over. As surprising as it is moving, this is an unforgettable 
tale of transformation and second chances, an irresistible affir-
mation of why we read, and why we love. AVAILABLE NOW

You Should Have Known
by Jean Hanff Korelitz
Devoted to her husband and son, Grace Reinhart 
Sachs’ days are full of familiar things. Grace is also 
the author of a book You Should Have Known, in 
which she cautions women to really hear what 

men are trying to tell them. But weeks before the book is pub-
lished a violent death and a missing husband set off an ongoing 
chain of terrible revelations, and Grace must dismantle one life 
and create another for her child and herself. AVAILABLE NOW

Off Course by Michelle Huneven
1981 - Ph.D. student Cressida Hartley moves into 
her parents’ cabin to write her dissertation. Cress, 
increasingly resistant to her topic, allows herself 
to be drawn into the social life of the small moun-
tain community. The exuberant local lodge owner, 

Jakey Yates, is the first to blur Cress’s focus. And then there are 
the two Morrow brothers who are witty, intriguing, and married. 
Falling prey to her own perilous reasoning, Cress soon finds her-
self in dark new territory. AVAILABLE APRIL 1ST

No Book But the World
by Leah Hager Cohen
Everyone is aware of Ava’s brother, Fred’s, odd-
ness or vague impairment, but his parents’ fierce 
disapproval of labels keeps him free of evalua-
tion. Decades later, Fred is being held in jail for 

a shocking crime, and Ava is frantic to piece together what 

actually happened. As she is drawn deeper into the details of the 
crime, Ava becomes obsessed with learning the truth, convinced 
that she and she alone will be able explain Fred—and his inno-
cence—to the world. AVAILABLE APRIL 3RD

Worst. Person. Ever.
by Douglas Coupland
Called “. . . his best book in recent years” by The 
Toronto Star, and “Riotous, frequently very 
funny” by The Independent, Worst. Person. 
Ever. is a deeply unworthy book about a dread-

ful human being with absolutely no redeeming social value. 
Raymond Gunt, in the words of the author, is a living, walking, 
talking, hot, steaming pile of pure id. Douglas Coupland’s first 
full-length work of fiction in four years, Worst. Person. Ever. 
is gloriously filthy, side-splittingly funny, and unforgettable. 
AVAILABLE APRIL 3RD

The Other Language
by Francesca Mariano
Mariano gives us nine incandescently smart sto-
ries which explore the power of change to reveal 
unexpected aspects of ourselves. From Venice 
during film festival season, to a sun-drenched 

Greek village, to a classical dance community in southern India, 
these remarkable tales bring to life characters stepping outside 
their boundaries into new passions and destinies. Enlivened by 
Francesca Marciano’s wit, clear eye, and stunning evocations of 
people and places, this collection is an enthralling tour de force 
rich with many pleasures. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

Bombay Stories
by Saadat Hasan Manto
Arriving in 1930s Bombay, Saadat Hasan Manto 
discovered a city like no other. A metropolis 
for all, and an exhilarating hub of license and 
liberty, bursting with both creative energy and 

helpless despondency. Vividly bringing to life the city’s seedy 
underbelly—the prostitutes, pimps, and gangsters that filled its 
streets—as well as the aspiring writers and actors who arrived 
looking for fame, here are all of Manto’s Bombay-based stories, 
together in English for the very first time. AVAILABLE NOW

The Plover by Brian Doyle
Declan O Donnell has sailed deep into the vast, 
wild ocean, having had just finally “enough” of 
other people and their problems. He will go it 
alone, he will be his own country. But the galaxy 
soon presents him with a string of odd, entertain-

ing, and dangerous passengers, who become companions of 
every sort and stripe. The Plover is the story of their adventures 
and misadventures in the immense blue country one of their 
company calls Pacifica. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

The Sea House by Elisabeth Gifford
1860 - Vicar Alexander Ferguson takes up his 
new parish in Harris, Scotland. He also hopes to 
uncover the truth behind the legend of the selk-
ies—mermaids or seal people—who family legend 
states, Alexander is descended from. Meanwhile, 

his maid Moira faces the eviction of her family. Their time on the 
island will irrevocably change the course of both their lives, but 
it will be more than a century before the Sea House gives up its 
secrets. AVAILABLE APRIL 15TH

Be Safe I Love You by Cara Hoffman
When Lauren Clay returns from a tour of duty 
in Iraq, her father is so happy to have her home 
that he ignores her odd behavior. Soon Lauren 
and her brother, Danny, set off to visit their 
mother. Instead she takes them to the glacial 

woods of Canada believing she’s teaching Danny survival 
skills for the day when she’s no longer able to take care of him. 
But what happened to her in Iraq that set her on this path? 
AVAILABLE APRIL 1ST
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How to Make Your Cat  
an Internet Celebrity 
by Patricia Carlin
The Internet offers an unprecedented opportunity 
for cats to become superstar “personalities”—but 

only if you know how to cash in. With How to Make Your Cat an 
Internet Celebrity, readers can unlock the secrets of grooming 
your kitty for success, creating a terrific viral video, managing 
your cat’s burgeoning stardom, and much more. Packed with 
practical tips and helpful diagrams, this indispensable resource 
shows how ordinary housecats can follow in the venerable paw-
prints of the Internet’s brightest stars. AVAILABLE APRIL 1ST

Men Explain Things to Me
by Rebecca Solnit
Men Explain Things to Me is a landmark essay 
by Rebecca Solnit—the author of fourteen books 
about civil society, popular power, uprisings, 
art, environment, place, pleasure, politics, hope, 

memory, and empathy—that went viral, inspired the word 
“mansplaining,” and prompted fierce arguments. Here, she 
takes on the conversations between men who wrongly assume 
they know things and wrongly assume women don’t. The ulti-
mate problem, she shows in her comic, scathing essay, is female 
self-doubt and the silencing of women. AVAILABLE NOW

Meanwhile in San Francisco
by Wendy MacNaughton
Take a stroll through the City by the Bay with 
renowned artist Wendy MacNaughton in this 
collection of illustrated documentaries. With 
her beloved city as a backdrop, a sketchbook in 

hand, and a natural sense of curiosity, MacNaughton spent 
months getting to know people in their own neighborhoods, 
drawing them and recording their words. Meanwhile in San 
Francisco offers both lifelong residents and those just blowing 
through with the fog an opportunity to see the city with new 
eyes. AVAILABLE NOW

My Paris Kitchen by David Lebovitz
In the last ten years, the culinary culture of 
France has shifted as a new generation of chefs 
and home cooks began incorporating ingredi-
ents and techniques from around the world into 
traditional French dishes. David presents 100 

sweet and savory recipes that reflect the way modern Parisians 
eat today. He also shares stories told with his trademark wit, 
and lush photography taken on location reveals the quirks, tri-
als, beauty, and joys of life in the culinary capital of the world. 
AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

A Broken Hallelujah
by Liel Leibovitz
Granted extraordinary access to Leonard Cohen’s 
personal papers, Liel Leibovitz examines the 
intricacies of the man whose performing career 
began with a crippling bout of stage fright. The 

portrait that emerges is that of an artist attuned to notions of 
justice, lust, longing, loneliness, and redemption, and possess-
ing the sort of voice and vision commonly reserved only for the 
prophets. Leibovitz beautifully illuminates what Cohen is telling 
us and why we listen so intensely. AVAILABLE NOW

The Divide by Matt Taibbi
Matt Taibbi takes readers on a galvanizing 
journey through both sides of our new system 
of justice—the fun-house-mirror worlds of the 
untouchably wealthy and the criminalized poor. 
Through astonishing—and enraging—accounts of 
the high-stakes capers of the wealthy and night-

mare stories of regular people caught in the Divide’s punishing 
logic, Taibbi lays bare one of the greatest challenges we face in 
contemporary American life, a challenge which implicates us all. 
AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

Things a Little Bird Told Me 
by Biz Stone
From GQ’s “Nerd of the Year” to one of Time’s 
“most influential people in the world,” Biz Stone 
is known to all as the creative, effervescent, 
funny, charmingly positive and remarkably savvy 

co-founder of Twitter. Now, Biz tells fascinating, pivotal, and 
personal stories from his early life and his careers at Google and 
Twitter, sharing his knowledge about the nature and importance 
of ingenuity today. Biz also addresses failure, the value of vulner-
ability, ambition, and corporate culture. AVAILABLE APRIL 1ST

Haunted Empire by Yukari Iwatani Kane
Steve Jobs’s death raised one of the most pressing 
questions in the tech and business worlds: Could 
Apple stay great without its iconic leader? Based 
on more than two hundred interviews with current 
and former executives, business partners, Apple 

watchers, and others, Haunted Empire is an illuminating portrait 
of Apple today that offers clues to its future. With nuanced insights 
and colorful details that only a seasoned journalist could glean, 
Kane goes beyond the myths and headlines. AVAILABLE NOW

Sous Chef by Michael Gibney
Chef Michael Gibney uses twenty-four hours to 
animate the intricate camaraderie and culinary chore-
ography in an upscale New York restaurant kitchen. In 
a kitchen where the highest standards are upheld and 
one misstep can result in disaster, Sous Chef conjures 

a greater appreciation for the thought, care, and focus that go into 
creating memorable and delicious fare. With grit, wit, and remarkable 
prose, Michael Gibney renders a beautiful and raw account of this 
demanding and sometimes overlooked profession.  AVAILABLE NOW

The Kind Mama by Alicia Silverstone
Drawing on her own experience, as well as that 
of obstetricians, midwives, nutritionists, holistic 
health counselors, and others, Silverstone offers 
advice on getting one’s “baby house” in order 
through nutrient-rocking foods that heal and nour-

ish, and, once pregnant, gentle ways to boost comfort, energy, and 
health during each trimester. The result is an authoritative, one-
stop guide that empowers women to trust their instincts during 
this vital milestone, while helping them embark on a healthy and 
more vibrant path to motherhood. AVAILABLE APRIL 15TH

Invitation to Architecture
by Max Jacobson & Shelley Brock
In this engaging work, Jacobson and Brock present 
a compelling case for the importance of architec-
ture in our day-to-day lives. The book begins with 
a discussion of the many ways architecture influ-

ences our lives, and differentiates “architecture” from “building.” 
The core of the book is an exploration of the role of “durability,” 
“utility,” and “beauty” in architecture. These three remain at the 
heart of what architecture strives for and are as relevant today as 
they were over 2,000 years ago. AVAILABLE NOW

Animal Architecture by Ingo Arndt
Every day, all over the world, animals and insects set 
about the purposeful tasks of designing their homes, 
catching their prey, and attracting their mates. In 
the process they create gorgeous nests, shelters, and 
habitats. Complete with an abundance of fascinating 

facts about the evolution of animals and insects, as well as their sur-
vival methods, mating habits, genetic dispositions, and more, Animal 
Architecture presents a visually arresting tribute to the intersection 
of nature, science, function, and design. AVAILABLE APRIL 22ND

Hummingbirds by Michael Fogden, 
Marianne Taylor & Sheri Williamson
Written by two of the world’s leading experts on 
hummingbirds, this is a stunning visual presenta-
tion of all 337 known species of these smallest of 

birds—published here in life-size detail for the first time—along 
with concise descriptions, maps of key viewing locations, and 
useful facts for armchair and professional ornithologists alike. 
AVAILABLE APRIL 1ST

A Call to Action by Jimmy Carter
The world’s discrimination and violence against 
women and girls is the most serious, pervasive, 
and ignored violation of basic human rights: 
This is President Jimmy Carter’s call to action. 
Carter draws upon his own experiences and the 

testimony of courageous women from all regions and all major 
religions to demonstrate that women around the world are 
being denied equal rights. This is an informed and passionate 
charge about a devastating effect on economic prosperity and 
unconscionable human suffering. AVAILABLE NOW

Missing Microbes by Martin J. Blaser
Dr. Martin Blaser invites us to the human micro-
biome, where for hundreds of thousands of years 
bacterial and human cells have existed in a peaceful 
symbiosis that is responsible for the health and equi-
librium of our body. Now, this invisible Eden is being 

irrevocably damaged by some of our most revered medical advances: 
antibiotics. Providing cutting edge evidence for the adverse effects of 
antibiotics, Blaser also tells us what we can do to avoid catastrophic 
health problems in the future. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

The Way to Go by Kate Ascher
Lusciously illustrated and meticulously researched, 
The Way to Go reveals the highly complex and 
largely invisible network of global transportation. 
Equally fascinating are the technologies behind 
these complex systems: baggage tag readers, auto-

mated streetlights, GPS devices, and more. As our lives and our 
businesses become more entwined with others across the globe, 
there has never been a better time to understand how transpor-
tation works. Indispensable and unforgettable, this is a gorgeous 
graphic guide to a world moving as never before. AVAILABLE NOW

The Galápagos by Henry Nicholls
Nicholls offers a lively natural and human history 
of the archipelago, describing the island chain’s 
fiery geological origins as well as the long history of 
human interaction with it, and draws vivid portraits 
of the Galápagos’ diverse life forms. Finally, he 

considers the immense challenges facing the islands and what lies 
ahead, showing that what happens in the Galápagos is not merely 
an isolated concern, but reflects the future of our species’ relation-
ship with nature—and the fate of our planet. AVAILABLE NOW

The Price of Silence
by William D. Cohan
The story of the 2006 Duke lacrosse team rape case 
has never been told in its entirety and is more com-
plex than all the reportage to date would indicate. 
Cohan’s reconstruction of the scandal’s events—the 

police investigation, Duke’s actions, the lacrosse players’ defense 
tactics, and the campus politics—is meticulous. This is a story 
unlike any other, which sheds light on what is really happening on 
campuses around the country as colleges and universities com-
pete urgently with one another. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

William Shakespeare’s  
The Empire Striketh Back
by Ian Doescher
Hot on the heels of the New York Times best seller 
William Shakespeare’s Star Wars comes the next 

installment of the original trilogy: William Shakespeare’s The 
Empire Striketh. Return to the star-crossed galaxy far, far away 
as the brooding young hero, a power-mad emperor, and their 
jesting droids match wits, struggle for power, and soliloquize 
in elegant and impeccable iambic pentameter. Illustrated with 
beautiful black-and-white Elizabethan-style artwork, these two 
plays offer essential reading for all ages. AVAILABLE NOW
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1 6:00 PM · Alameda · Free Library · 
1550 Oak St · 510-747-7777

Books Inc. and the Alameda Free Library 
present the suspicious, mysterious, bestsell-
ing author Lemony Snicket sharing File Under: 
13 Suspicious Incidents. Strange things are 
happening all over the town of Stain’d-By-
The-Sea and Lemony Snicket needs your 
help! So sharpen that wit of yours and get 
ready to tackle the mysteries alongside 
Snicket in this world of deep mystery, mys-
terious depth, deductive reasoning, and 
reasonable deductions. Mr. Snicket will be 
interrogated by the delightfully dubious Mac 
Barnett, author of President Taft Is Stuck in 
the Bath!  

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ presents an 
enchanting evening exploring reincarna-
tion, the underworld, conclusions, and of 
course, love & romance, with Jodi Meadows 
sharing the stunning final installment in the 
Incarnate trilogy, Infinite, and Brodi Ashton 
sharing the indulgent final installment in the 
Everneath trilogy—whose captivating first 
book earned a VOYA Perfect Ten of 2011 and 
a Whitney Award—Evertrue.

7:30 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Join Books Inc. Mountain View for a night 
of heavy hitter thrills as T.T. Monday, a.k.a. 
award-winning historical novelist Nick 
Taylor, shares his much-anticipated debut 
mystery The Setup Man, which takes readers 
inside a rich and highly entertaining world 
where crime and baseball intersect and 
protagonist Johnny Adcock suddenly finds 
himself pulled into a deadly ring of murder, 
porn, Mexican cartels, and a conspiracy that 
threatens to become the biggest scandal to 
hit baseball since HGH and steroids.

2 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village! Put on your 
Jammies and join the party! Literary 
Mamas will be here to read stories and take 
part in the fun. Visit www.literarymama.
com for details!

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

Alameda Island Poets and Writers mod-
erated by Nanette Bradley Deetz presents 
special guest readers Jack Foley, Clara Hsu, 
and Ivan Argueles! Open mic will follow their 
readings.

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Gareth 
Porter, author of Manufactured Crisis: The 
Untold Story of the Iran Nuclear Scare.

3 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Winner of the Silver Medal from the Society 
of Illustrators, and creator of the Disney 
animated hit, “The Replacements,” New 
York Times-bestselling author / illustrator 
Dan Santat joins Books Inc. Laurel Village 
for storytime to share his latest magical 
imaginings with, The Adventures of Beekle: 
The Unimaginary Friend, an unforgettable tale 
about friendship, imagination, and the cour-
age to find one’s place in the world.

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Local author Charles F. Adams celebrates the 
year film critics and historians are virtually 
unanimous in considering the greatest in 
the history of motion pictures with 1939: 
The Making of Six Great Films from Hollywood’s 
Greatest Year. A must-have book that no 
movie fan should miss, this work captures 
1930s Hollywood—an era which, in spite 
of being crass, commercial, restrictive, 
and frequently dysfunctional, produced 
immensely enjoyable films that are still 
watched with pleasure today.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Books Inc. in The Castro presents an eve-
ning full of recipes that are sure to soothe 
your stomachs and souls with Professor 
Emerita in Women and Gender Studies at 
U.C. Davis, Judith Newton, sharing a remark-
able journey through the cuisines, cultural 
spirit, and politics of the 1940s through the 
2000s with, Tasting Home: Coming of Age in the 
Kitchen. Joining Judith is science and psy-
chology journalist Rebecca Coffey sharing 
her delightfully informative philosophi-
cal-foodie adventure, Nietzsche’s Angel Food 
Cake: And Other “Recipes” for the Intellectually 
Famished. 

4 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

With more than fifteen years experience as 
an advisor to senior executives of Fortune 
500 companies, government agencies, and 
large nonprofits Chris Ertel “cracks the 
code” on what it takes to design creative, 
collaborative problem-solving sessions that 
soar rather than sink with the indispens-
able guide, Moments of Impact. With dozens 
of real-life examples, interviews with more 
than one hundred thought leaders, and a 
“Starter Kit,” Ertel’s tips are sure to help 
leaders and their teams unlock solutions to 
their most vexing issues.

5 11:00 AM · Burlingame Library · 480 
Primrose Road · 650-558-7474

The Burlingame Library presents storytime 
with Mac Barnett, author of President Taft Is 
Stuck in the Bath, Battle Bunny, Count the Mon-
keys, Extra Yarn, and more!

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Books Inc. in The Castro presents a Queer 
Latino Poetry and Spoken Word Festival: Donde 
Esta Mi Gente? Curated by San Francisco based 
writer, performer, organizer, visual artist, sto-
ryteller, and curator and head organizer of The 
San Francisco Queer Open Mic since 2009, 
Baruch Porras-Hernandez. Details forthcoming, 
check www.booksinc.net for an updated list of 
poets sharing their work this evening. This eve-
ning is presented by the Galeria De La Raza with 
a grant from the Regen Fund.

7 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country 
Village · 650-321-0600

Award-winning journalist for The Washington Post 
and The Washington Post Magazine, Brigid Schulte 
shares Overwhelmed: Work, Love, and Play When No 
One Has the Time. From Paris and Denmark to 
Denver, the Bay area, New York and Fargo, North 
Dakota, this is an extensively researched and 
superbly reported map of the stresses that have 
ripped our leisure to shreds, and a look at how to 
put the pieces back together and reclaim what has 
become “contaminated time.” 

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Ali H. Sou-
fan, author of The Black Banners: The Inside Story 
of 9/11 and the War Against Al-Qaeda.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Lorrie Moore, 
author of Bark: Stories, and Mona Simpson, author 
of Casebook, in conversation with Rick Kleffel.

8 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

With writing that has appeared in The New 
York Times, The San Francisco Chronicle, and 
Lapham’s Quarterly, Ben Tarnoff shares The 
Bohemians: Mark Twain and the San Francisco Writ-
ers Who Reinvented American Literature. Beginning 
in 1860s San Francisco, The Bohemians is an 
intimate portrait of an eclectic, unforgettable 
group of writers. From a young Mark Twain 
to literary golden boy Bret Harte to struggling 
gay poet Charles Warden Stoddard to beautiful, 
haunted Ina Coolbirth, this is a captivating his-
tory of a cultural revolution in America.

7:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 Burlingame 
Ave · 650-685-4911

With a regular column on Salon.com, and writing 
appearing in numerous publications, includ-
ing Harper’s Bazaar and The Believer, New 
York Times-bestselling author Ayelet Waldman 
shares her spellbinding new novel of contraband 
masterpieces, tragic love, and the unexpected 
legacies of forgotten crimes, Love and Treasure. 
Weaving a tale around the fascinating, true his-
tory of the Hungarian Gold Train in the Second 
World War this is a richly detailed work that 
poses hard questions about the value of precious 
things in a time when life itself has no value.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Extracting 
DNA: The Power to Restore Life with Beth Shap-
iro in conversation with Michael Krasny.

9 5:00 PM · Alameda · Free Library · 
1550 Oak St · 510-747-7777

Fergus and Dink are back! Books Inc. Alam-
eda proudly presents storytime with author 
/ illustrator Jennifer Sattler sharing the 
latest adventures of our favorite porcine-
brother duo, Pig Kahuna Pirates! Armed with 
a new pirate hat, big brother Fergus has 
big plans to build a pirate ship out of sand. 
When little Dink wakes up from a nap in a 
grumpy mood, Fergus invites him to play 
with the starring role as pirate captain!

6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 3515 Cali-
fornia St · 415-221-3666

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book 
manuscript? Bring your work-in-progress to 
Writeous Writing Group, a hands-on critique 
group moderated by professional children’s 
book editor Julie Romeis Sanders. You will 
be amazed at how much you learn yourself 
by critiquing another writer’s work. Pre-
register and learn more at www.booksinc.
net/childrens_book_writing_group.

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents T.V. 
Paul, author of The Warrior State: Pakistan in 
the Contemporary World.

7:30 PM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Books Inc. in The Marina presents a lovely 
night of lush literature with Sunday editor 
for The Rumpus and fiction editor for The 
Nervous Breakdown, Gina Frangello shar-
ing her luminous new novel, A Life in Men. 
Gina will be in conversation with Pushcart 
Prize-nominee Kate Milliken, author of the 
marvelous story collection, If I’d Known You 
Were Coming. That’s not all folks, New York 
Times-bestselling author Michelle Richmond, 
author of the riveting novel Golden State, will 
be on hand to moderate Q&A!

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Michael 
Lewis discussing his latest work, Flash Boys: 
A Wall Street Revolt, in conversation with 
Tabitha Soren.

10 7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 
275 Hayes St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Tony 
Award and Pulitzer Prize-winning play-
wright Tony Kushner, author of Angels in 
America, in conversation with Steven Winn.
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11 12:00 PM · SF · The Chapel ·  
777 Valencia St · 415-864-6777

Her international bestseller Room was a 
New York Times Best Book of 2010 and was 
a finalist for the Man Booker Award. Her 
explosive new novel, Frog Music is based on an 
unsolved murder in 1876 San Francisco. The 
much talked about new Vestry Restaurant 
at The Chapel will open for a special ticketed 
lunch honoring Emma Donoghue on April 11 
at noon. Tickets are $60 and include a lunch 
and a signed first edition of Frog Music. To 
purchase your ticket visit: www.booksinc.net/
event/lunch-literati-emma-donoghue-chapel.

6:30 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 510-
525-7777

Books Inc. Berkeley celebrates the latest cre-
ations of local talent Bre Gipson! With pieces 
exhibited across Oakland, and work that 
stretches across a range of mediums including 
watercolor, collage, installation, sculpture, set 
design and digital arts, join Books Inc. Berke-
ley for a gallery soirée featuring wine and 
cheese in honor of their featured artist for the 
month of April, Bre Gipson.

12 4:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Books Inc. Mountain View very proudly 
presents storytime with the New York 
Times-bestselling author of The Quiet Book 
and The Loud Book, Deborah Underwood read-
ing from her latest brilliant picture book, 
Here Comes the Easter Cat! An homage to clas-
sic comic strips, this adorable story about a 
cat with flair to spare is a hilarious Easter 
treat with a bit of bite, a sweet center, and 
a satisfying finish—sure to inspire second 
helpings.

15 6:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book 
manuscript? Bring your work-in-progress to 
Writeous Writing Group, a hands-on critique 
group moderated by professional children’s 
book editor Summer Dawn Laurie. You will 
be amazed at how much you learn yourself 
by critiquing another writer’s work. Pre-
register and learn more at www.booksinc.
net/childrens_book_writing_group.

6:00 PM · Alameda · Free Library · 1550 
Oak St · 510-747-7777

Books Inc. and the Alameda Free Library 
are honored to welcome National Book 
Award Finalist, and New York Times and 
USA Today-bestselling author Laini Tay-
lor sharing the thrilling conclusion to the 
Daughter of Smoke & Bone trilogy, Dreams 
of Gods & Monsters. From the streets of 
Rome to the caves of the Kirin and beyond, 
humans, chimaera, and seraphim will fight, 
strive, love, and die in an epic theater that 
transcends good and evil, right and wrong, 
friend and enemy.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

The Peninsula Parlour presents award-win-
ning novelist, short-story writer, poet, and 
screenwriter Susan Minot discussing her 
brilliant and ambitious new novel, Thirty 
Girls. Set in war-torn Africa, Minot inter-
weaves the stories of kidnapped Ugandan 
teenager Esther and American journalist 
Jane, giving us razor-sharp portraits of two 
extraordinary young women confronting 
displacement, heartbreak, and the struggle 
to wrest meaning from events that test 
them both in unimaginable ways. Susan will 
be in conversation with Lisen Stromberg. 

16 4:30 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Book one in the School for Good and Evil
series debuted on the New York Times best-
seller list and will soon be a major motion 
picture from Universal Pictures. Books Inc. 
Laurel Village very excitedly welcomes the 
man behind the magic, Soman Chainani shar-
ing the much anticipated second installment 
in his epic series, A World Without Princes. 
Best friends Sophie and Agatha return to 
the spectacular world where the only way 
out of a fairy tale is to live through one. 
Together, they have the strength to face 
unseen enemies and new threats. But what 
will happen when they are torn apart?

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

With writing appearing in The New York 
Times Book Review and NPR’s All Things 
Considered, screenwriter of the inventive 
film “Conversations with Other Women,” 
Gabrielle Zevin, shares her latest novel 
(which takes place in a bookstore on an 
island; how could we resist this location for 
her reading?!) The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry. 
An irresistible affirmation of why we read, 
and why we love, this delightful novel is an 
unforgettable tale of transformation and 
second chances.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Local author Helen Park Bigelow shares 
Given Time: Living Our Last Months Together. A 
moving memoir about love and death, this 
beautiful recounting of Helen’s 35-year rela-
tionship and marriage with photographer 
and musician Edward Bigelow is a passion-
ate look at two strong, artistic people who 
lived together and supported each other 
with love until the very end. 

17 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

A contributing editor at Newsweek, and 
with writing that has appeared in publica-
tions such as The New York Times and 
Wired, Katie Hafner shares her brave and 
loving memoir, Mother, Daughter, Me, a poi-
gnant reflection on the deeply binding, and 
complicated, relationship between mothers 
and daughters which answers questions 
about the universal truths of family that are 
central to the lives of so many. Mighty Leaf 
Tea is kindly providing their Organic Afri-
can Nectar blend—the perfect pairing for 
Katie’s book—for this event.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Local author William Goodson shares his 
debut novel The Blue-Eyed Girl. Set in the 
1960s, this unique story follows a small town 
girl’s new life amidst a sprawling college 
campus in the Midwest. At first she is lonely 
among her more sophisticated classmates, 
until she befriends a group of international 
students. But one boy’s calculated seduction 
turns violent. This is a powerful look at the 
aftermath of crime—for assailant, victim 
and bystander—which tells how one woman 
breaks free of doubt and guilt.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Dani Shapiro, 
author of Still Writing: The Pleasures and Perils 
of a Creative Life, and Ayelet Waldman, author 
of Love and Treasure, in conversation with 
Michael Krasny. 

18 10:00 AM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Books Inc. in The Marina presents Baby’s 
First Book Club! It can be hard to find ways 
to entertain babies. After all, one grows 
weary of jangling their car keys and cooing. 
So join us for a storytime especially for you 
under 3’s! We’ll read, we’ll sing, we’ll do baby 
friendly things. And maybe jangle some 
keys. 

19 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
St · 510-522-2226

Books Inc. in Alameda proudly welcomes 
members of the Alameda High School Inkwell 
Society, including Ben Freck and Andrew 
Nguyen, sharing their collected works of 
poetry, prose, and art. 

21 6:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

Not Your Mother’s—Actual—Book Club wel-
comes special guest author Kristin Elizabeth 
Clark discussing Freakboy. From the outside, 
17-year-old Brendan Chase seems to have 
it pretty easy. He’s a star wrestler, a video 
game aficionado, and a loving boyfriend to his 
seemingly perfect match, Vanessa. But on the 
inside, Brendan struggles to understand why 
his body feels so wrong. Is there even a name 
for guys like him? Guys who sometimes want 
to be girls? Or is Brendan just a freak? 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents John Hodg-
man, author of That Is All and How to Sharpen 
Pencils, in conversation with Mythbuster 
Adam Savage.

22 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Take a trip back to the Venice of uhh. . . 
a long time ago, with Christopher Moore 
launching The Serpent of Venice, a mash-up 
of Shakespeare and Poe that is sure to get 
you grinning. When Pocket the royal fool is 
lured to a dark dungeon with the hopes of an 
evening of sprits and debauchery with Bra-
bantio’s beautiful daughter, Portia, he instead 
finds he’s been lured to his death. But this 
Fool is no fool . . . and he’s got more than a few 
tricks (and hand gestures) up his sleeve. A 
Books Inc. receipt for The Serpent of Venice 
is required for a spot in the signing line. Seats 
and signing line positions are First-come, 
first-served on the night of the event. 

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Meg Wolitzer, author of 
The Interestings.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Heidi Cul-
len, author of The Weather of the Future: Heat 
Waves, Extreme Storms, and Other Scenes from 
a Climate-Changed Planet, in conversation 
with Elizabeth Farnsworth.

23 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

Local author William Goodson shares his debut 
novel The Blue-Eyed Girl. Set in the 1960s, this 
unique story follows a small town girl’s new 
life amidst a sprawling college campus in the 
Midwest. At first she is lonely among her more 
sophisticated classmates, until she befriends a 
group of international students. But one boy’s 
calculated seduction turns violent. This is a 
powerful look at the aftermath of crime—for 
assailant, victim and bystander—which tells 
how one woman breaks free of doubt and guilt.

Visit
BOOKS INC. 

locations

· BOOKS INC. Events @BooksIncEvents · April
2014www.booksinc.net 5

ebooks available 
@ www.booksinc.net 

Events continued on Page 6 ...



24 7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents David Sibley, author of The Sibley Guide 
to Birds, Second Edition. 

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St · 415-864-6777

With works nominated for multiple awards—including the 
Pushcart Prize, Lambda Award, and both the California and 
Northern California Book Awards—poet and writer Andrew 
Demcak shares Ghost Songs. Dealing with the bullies at 
school is an ongoing battle for fourteen-year-old gay musical 
prodigy Todd Williams. Now, with his best friend distancing 
herself, and an out of control mother possibly sabotaging his 
future, Todd turns to his other friend, Leroy—who happens 
to be a friendly poltergeist—for guidance.

25 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Max Jacobson—founding partner in the internationally 
respected California firm JSWD Architects—and Shelley 
Brock—LEED certified founder of Shelley Brock Architec-
ture—prove that architecture isn’t just for architects with 
their glorious collaboration Invitation to Architecture. Complete 
with 150 illustrations, the book delves into the “great” buildings 
of the world and also explores the whole range of architectural 
works from indigenous structures to contemporary buildings. 
This event will feature a slide show presentation.

26 3:00 PM · SF · Presidio Branch Library · 
3150 Sacramento St · 415-355-2880

The Presidio Library presents Josey Baker, author of Josey 
Baker Bread: Get Baking - Make Great Bread - Be Happy!

27 1:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 3515 California 
St · 415-221-3666

The creative mind behind over 200 innovative novelty books 
for kids, and creator of the adorable Penguin picture book 
series, prolific author-illustrator Salina Yoon joins Books 
Inc. Laurel Village for a special storytime to share her latest 
cute creation, Found. When Bear finds a lost stuffed bunny 
in the forest, he begins to worry. After all, the stuffed bunny 
must feel lonely and want to return safely to its owner and 
home! Or, was Bear meant to find Bunny all along?

2:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 510-525-7777

Books Inc. Berkeley presents a special storytime launch 
party celebrating poet and author Emily Jiang’s gorgeous col-
laboration with illustrator April Chu, Summoning the Phoenix: 
Poems and Prose about Chinese Musical Instruments. Packed 
with vivid illustrations depicting each fascinating instru-
ment discussed, this lively collection of poetry is a fun and 
educational read which brings readers on a delightful musi-
cal journey! So join us for an afternoon of Chinese food & 
drinks, interactive musical activities, singing, free goodies, 
and beautiful art!

5:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

In honor of National Holocaust Remembrance Day, Books Inc. 
Opera Plaza presents novelist, freelance writer, playwright, 
critic, translator, and 2007 finalist for the Northern California 
Book Award, Brenda S. Webster sharing her lyrical and sophisti-
cated new novel, After Auschwitz. Described as “without a doubt 
the most profound, moving and important of Webster’s novels” 
by legendary editor Alan Rinzler, this is a one-of-a-kind love 
story that bravely confronts two of the 20th century’s terrible A’s, 
Alzheimer’s Disease and the Auschwitz death camp.

28 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness · 
415-776-1111

In honor of National Holocaust Remembrance Day, Books 
Inc. Opera Plaza presents former journalist Steven Pressman 
sharing 50 Children: One Ordinary American Couple’s Extraor-
dinary Rescue Mission Into the Heart of Nazi Germany. Based 
on the acclaimed HBO documentary—which Steven wrote, 
produced and directed—the book draws from Eleanor 
Kraus’s unpublished memoir, rare historical documents, 
and interviews with more than a dozen of the surviving chil-
dren. Complete with illustrations and period photographs, 
archival materials, and memorabilia, this is a remarkable 
tale of personal courage and triumphant heroism.

29 7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Thomas Nazario and 
Renee C. Byer, authors of Living on a Dollar a Day: The Live’s and 
Faces of the World’s Poor.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Katie Hafner, author of Mother, Daugh-
ter, Me: A Memoir.

30 6:00 PM · Palo Alto · Oshman Family JCC · 
3921 Fabian Way · 650-223-8700

The Oshman Family JCC presents Dara Horn, author of A 
Guide for the Perplexed. 

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 510-525-7777

A contributor to Macmillan’s crime fiction fansite, Criminal 
Element, member of Mystery Writers of America, Sisters 
in Crime, the International Thriller Writers, and the Crime 
Writers Association, Robert K. Lewis shares the second 
installment in the Mark Mallen mystery series, Critical Dam-
age. Tasked with finding a missing 18-year-old, Mallen and 
his brother Gato begin digging into the seedy hiding places 
of San Francisco’s lowliest criminals, and what they find 
could take down a powerful man and most of San Francisco 
with him. 

7:00 PM · Burlingame Library · 480 Primrose Road · 
650-558-7474

The Burlingame Library presents Anne Perry, sharing the 
latest installment in her Charlotte and Thomas Pitt series, 
Death on Blackheath.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Philip Bailey, author of Shining Star: 
Braving the Elements of Earth, Wind & Fire.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Olympia Snowe, author of 
Fighting for Common Ground: How We Can Fix the Stalemate in 
Congress, in conversation with Roy Eisenhardt.

Events, continued from Page 5 ...
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Savage Harvest by Carl Hoffman
In Savage Harvest journalist Carl Hoffman finally 
solves the decades-old mystery of the disap-
pearance of Michael Rockefeller, and illuminates 
New Guinean culture transformed by years of 
colonial rule, whose people continue to be shaped 

by ancient customs and lore. Combining history, art, colonial-
ism, adventure, and ethnography, Savage Harvest is at once a 
mesmerizing whodunit and a fascinating portrait of the clash 
between two civilizations that resulted in the death of one of 
America’s richest and most powerful scions. AVAILABLE NOW

The Wrong Enemy by Carlotta Gall
Carlotta Gall has reported from Afghanistan and 
Pakistan for almost the entire duration of the 
American invasion and occupation. Her firsthand 
accounts of Taliban warlords, Pakistani intelligence 
thugs, American generals, Afghani politicians, 

and the many innocents caught up in this long war are riveting. 
With evidence that Pakistan fueled the Taliban and protected 
Osama bin Laden, this is a sweeping account of a war brought by 
well-intentioned American leaders against an enemy they barely 
understood, and could not truly engage.  AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

A Farm Dies Once a Year
by Arlo Crawford
Like many summers before, thirty-one year old 
Arlo Crawford returned to New Morning Farm—
which his parents owned and worked for almost 
forty years—but this time he was also there to 

change his direction, like his father years ago. A chronicle of one 
full season on a farm, A Farm Dies Once a Year is a meditation 
on work—the true nature of it, and on taking pride in it—and a 
son’s reckoning with a father’s legacy. AVAILABLE APRIL 1ST

How About Never—Is Never 
Good for You? by Bob Mankoff
With the help of myriad images and his 
funniest, most beloved cartoons, Bob 
Mankoff—cartoon editor and cartoonist for 
The New Yorker—traces his love of the craft 

all the way back to his childhood. He allows us into the hal-
lowed halls of The New Yorker to show us the soup-to-nuts 
process of cartoon creation, giving us a detailed look not 
only at his own work, but that of the other talented cartoon-
ists who keep us laughing week after week. AVAILABLE NOW

The Opposite of Loneliness
by Marina Keegan
Marina Keegan’s star was on the rise when she 
graduated from Yale in May 2012. Tragically, 
five days after graduation, Marina died in a car 
crash. As her loved ones joined to create a memo-

rial service for Marina, her unforgettable last essay for the 
Yale Daily News went viral. The Opposite of Loneliness is an 
assemblage of Marina’s writings which articulate the universal 
struggle that all of us face as we figure out what we aspire to be. 
AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH
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He’s now thirteen and still likes it best when we read 
together. Last night we sat side by side in our pajamas, 
Oliver reading The Book of Basketball, me reading Teju 
Cole’s Open City. Fellow travelers on different journeys, 
we were silent and we were content.

Julia Glass is the National Book Award-
winning author of Three Junes. Her new 
book, And The Dark Sacred Night goes on 
sale April 1!
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ALAMEDA

8 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult Book 
Club (ages 13+) will discuss 

Partials by Dan Wells.

17 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Discus-
sion Group will discuss 

Wishes Fulfilled: Mastering the Art of 
Manifesting by Dr. Wayne W. Dyer.

18 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made 
Us Do This Book Club will 

meet.

19 Saturday · 4:00 PM
The Bay Area Steampunk 
Society Book Club will dis-

cuss Leviathan by Scott Westerfeld.

24 Thursday · 7:00 PM
Desert Island Book Club 
will discuss Autobiogra-

phy of a Face by Lucy Grealy.

27 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16+) 

will discuss Little Brother by Cory 
Doctorow.

■ Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss The Big Bang Sym-
phony: A Novel of Antarctica with 
special guest author Lucy Jane 
Bledsoe joining the discussion!

BERKELEY

5 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discuss Life After Life by 

Kate Atkinson.

BURLINGAME

10 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will 

discuss Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour 
Bookstore by Robin Sloan.

24 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Is That A Gun in Your 
Pocket? Book Club will 

discuss Acceptable Loss: A William 
Monk Novel by Anne Perry.

THE CASTRO

8 Tuesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic Lit Book 
Club will discuss Death Comes 

for the Archbishop by Willa Cather.

9 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
discuss Everything Begins & 

Ends at the Kentucky Club by Benja-
min Alire Saenz. 

LAUREL VILLAGE

1 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss My 

Hollywood by Mona Simpson.

6 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Adventurous Readers Club 
will discuss book one in the 

Accelerati Trilogy, Tesla’s Attic by 
Neal Shusterman & Eric Elfman.

13 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Wild Girls Mother Daugh-
ter Book Club will discuss A 

Snicker of Magic by Natalie Lloyd.

15 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Havana 

Red by Leonardo Padura.

23 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young@Heart Book 
Club will discuss Midwin-

terblood by Marcus Sedgwick.

* Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thursday 
and reads stories for newly indepen-
dent readers (ages 6-8).

THE MARINA

2 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will dis-

cuss A Cook’s Tour: Global Adventures in 
Extreme Cuisines by Anthony Bourdain.

18 Friday · 10:00 AM
Baby’s First Book Club will 
read picture books per-

fect for your under 3’s!

30 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read 
will discuss The Moviegoer 

by Walker Percy.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

7 Monday · 7:15 PM
The Mostly Fiction Book Club 
Group 1 will discuss Wolf Hall 

by Hilary Mantel.

8Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired Book 
Club will discuss Caliban and 

the Witch: Women, the Body and Prim-
itive Accumulation by Silvia Federici.

13 Sunday · 7:00 PM
The Mostly Fiction Book 
Club Group 2 will meet.

14 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass Adven-
ture Book Club will discuss 

Notes From a Small Island by Bill Bryson.

20 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss Last 

Days by Adam Nevill.

OPERA PLAZA

12 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will discuss Tenth of 

December: Stories by George Saunders.

27 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss 

First World, Ha, Ha, Ha!: The Zapatista 
Challenge by Elaine Katzenberger.

PALO ALTO

8Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 12+) 

will discuss book one in The Coper-
nicus Legacy, The Forbidden Stone by 
Tony Abbott.

13 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Club will discuss 

Ancillary Justice by Ann Leckie.

21 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will dis-

cuss Freakboy with special guest 
author Kristin Elizabeth Clark join-
ing the discussion.

22 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club will 

discuss The Interestings by Meg 
Wolitzer.

· Book Club Recommendations · 7April
2014

The Impossible Lives of 
Greta Wells by Andrew Sean Greer
After the death of her beloved twin brother, 
Felix, and the breakup with her longtime lover, 
Nathan, Greta Wells embarks on a radical psy-
chiatric treatment to alleviate her suffocating 

depression. But the treatment has unexpected effects, and 
the Greta of 1985 finds herself transported to remarkably 
similar lives in different eras. AVAILABLE NOW

The Interestings by Meg Wolitzer
The summer that Nixon resigns, six teenagers at 
a summer camp for the arts become inseparable. 
Decades later the bond remains powerful, but 
so much else has changed. Wide in scope, ambi-
tious, and populated by complex characters who 

come together and apart in a changing New York City, The 
Interestings explores the meaning of talent. AVAILABLE NOW

The Mystery of Mercy Close
by Marian Keyes
Helen Walsh doesn’t believe in fear and yet, 
she’s sinking since her private investigator 
business has dried up. When her charming but 
dodgy ex-boyfriend, Jay Parker, offers Helen a 

lucrative missing-persons case she is drawn into a dark and 
glamorous world, where increasingly the only person she 
feels connected to is Wayne, a man she has never even met. 
AVAILABLE NOW

The Burgess Boys 
by Elizabeth Strout
Haunted by the freak accident that killed their 
father when they were children, Jim and Bob 
Burgess escaped from their Maine hometown 
for New York City as soon as they possibly 

could. When their sister, Susan, urgently calls them home 
for help, the long-buried tensions that have shaped their 
relationship begin to surface in ways that will change them 
forever. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

Fiend by Peter Stenson
When meth addict Chase Daniels first sees the 
little girl tearing open the Rottweiler, he’s not too 
concerned. But as he and his fellow junkies soon 
discover, the little girl is no illusion. The end of 
the world really has arrived and soon Chase real-

izes, if your life’s already shattered...well, maybe the end of the 
world is an “opportunity.” AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

You by Austin Grossman
When Russell joins Black Arts games, he 
reunites with an eccentric crew of nerds 
hacking the frontiers of both technology and 
entertainment. In part, he’s finally given up 
chasing the conventional path. But mostly, he 

needs to know what happened to Simon, his strangest and 
most gifted friend, who died under mysterious circumstances 
soon after Black Arts’ breakout hit. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

Leaving Everything Most 
Loved by Jacqueline Winspear
1933 - Maisie Dobbs investigates the murder of an 
Indian woman on behalf of the woman’s brother. 
Scotland Yard failed to make any arrest in the 
case, and there is reason to believe they failed 

to conduct a thorough investigation. The case becomes even 
more challenging when another Indian woman is murdered 
hours before a scheduled interview. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

Behind the Beautiful Forevers
by Katherine Boo
In this brilliant, breathtaking narrative nonfiction 
by Pulitzer Prize winner Boo, a bewildering age of 
global change and inequality is made human through 
the dramatic story of families striving toward a bet-

ter life in Annawadi, a makeshift settlement in the shadow of luxury 
hotels near the Mumbai airport. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH

Mother, Daughter, Me
by Katie Hafner
Katie Hafner’s remarkable memoir is an explora-
tion of the year she and her mother, Helen, spent 
working through, and triumphing over, a lifetime 
of unresolved emotions. By turns heartbreaking 

and funny--and always insightful--this brave and loving book 
answers questions about the universal truths of family that are 
central to the lives of so many. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH
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BOOKS INC. Mountain View loves 

Deborah Underwood
Dan Santat 
April 3 · 6:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Laurel Village · 3515 
California St · SF · 415-221-3666

Jennifer Sattlers
April 9 · 5:00 PM
Books Inc. in Alameda · 1344 Park 
St · 510-522-2226

Deborah Underwood 
April 12 · 4:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Mountain View · 301 
Castro St · 650-428-1234

Salina Yoon
April 27 · 1:00 PM
Books Inc. in Laurel Village · 3515 
California St · SF 
· 415-221-3666

Lemony Snicket 
April 1 · 6:00 PM 
Alameda · Free Library · 1550 Oak 
St · 510-747-7777

Soman Chainani 
April 16 · 4:30 PM
Books Inc. in Laurel Village · 3515 
California St · SF · 415-221-3666

Emily Jiang & April Chu
April 27 · 2:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Jodi Meadows & Brodi Ash-
ton (presented by Not Your 
Mother’s Book Club™)
April 1 · 7:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Palo Alto · 
Town & Country Village 
· 650-321-0600

Laini Taylor 
April 15 · 6:00 PM 
Alameda · Free Library · 1550 Oak 
St · 510-747-7777

Kristin Elizabeth Clark  
(presented by Not Your Mother’s—
Actual—Book Club)
April 21 · 6:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

· BOOKS INC. Kids ·8 April
2014

Sparky by Jenny Offil
The supremely funny Jenny Offil is back! And 
this time, she’s got a sloth. In what’s has to be 
one of the cutest picture books of the year, 
illustrator Chris Appelhans delivers some 
genius work that pairs perfectly with Offil’s 

signature hilarious storytelling. What results is a charming and 
humor filled story of a girl, a sloth, and a long list of activities 
that don’t really work. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 4+)

President Taft is Stuck in 
the Bath by Mac Barnett
Local golden boy, Mac Barnett, serves up 
another knee-slapper. But this time, it’s got a 
historical touch. Though he’s very clear in the 
end about what is true and what isn’t, the bulk 

of this story follows the increasingly preposterous predicament 
in which our most corpulent president may or may not have 
been found. Barnett’s books have always been strong, and his 
talent only seems to be growing. It’s probably something in the 
water. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 4+)

The Adventures of Beekle 
by Dan Santat
What is surely the most luscious offering this 
prolific talent has ever put forth, The Adven-
tures of Beekle tells the story of an imaginary 
being who yearns to be someone’s imaginary 

friend. His transition to the real world is visually akin to an 
immigration tale, as handled in Santat’s expert hands. The ulti-
mate resolution is one that is satisfying but never didactic (and 
also totally heart-warming). AVAILABLE APRIL 1ST
(AGES 3+)

The Last Wild by Piers Torday
Already a smash hit in the UK, The Last Wild 
is what Publisher’s Weekly is already calling 
“a sort of dystopian Winnie the Pooh.” Set in 
a future world where few animals have sur-
vived, orphan Kester Jaynes is recruited by 

a flock of talking pigeons to go on an environmentally fueled 
quest. For parents trying to dissuade their too-young children 
from reading The Hunger Games, this book will serve as the 
perfect compromise. No televised death matches. We promise. 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 8-12)

The Mark of the Dragonfly 
by Jaleigh Johnson
Mystery abounds in this page turner that is sure 
to appeal to fans of the City of Ember series. Set 
in a strange, other world in which seemingly ran-
dom objects regularly crash from the heavens, 

thirteen-year-old Piper embarks on an adventure of magical 
and mechanical wonder. Johnson, who is an experienced writer 
of adult fantasy, stretches her imaginative wings to great effect 
in this startling unique world. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 10-14)

West of the Moon by Margi Preus
This Newbery Honor author has done it again, in 
another historical fantasy novel, well suited for 
your precocious ten year old. Set in nineteenth 
century Norway, West of the Moon, follows the 
story of Astri, a hardheaded girl who’s sold by her 

aunt and uncle to an old, cranky goat-herder, and her conse-
quent escape. Full of daring, this story debunks the frailty myth 
while still providing the humor and adventure that keep the 
pages turning. AVAILABLE APRIL 1ST (AGES 10-14)

Noggin by John Corey Whaley
When Travis dies of leukemia, his head is cryo-
genically frozen. No problem. For Travis it feels 
like no time has passed at all, as though he just 
woke up from a nap.  But his friends and family 
have grieved his death, and started moving on 

with their lives. His best friend is in college now, his girlfriend 
is engaged to someone else, and he finds himself back in high 
school with kids who used to be younger than him. Emotional 
flashbacks to the dying days of Travis’ “last” life are balanced 
by bursts of humor, making this a creative and entertaining 
spin on a coming of age novel. AVAILABLE APRIL 8TH (AGES 
14+)

STOP EVERYTHING... and read these books! 

KIDS EVENTS!

www.booksinc.net

Ages 3-8

Ages 8-12

Ages 12+

NEW BOOKS THIS MONTH!

Deborah Underwood (did we mention that we love her?) is the New 
York Times best-selling author of The Quiet Book and Here Comes the 

Easter Cat. Her stories are perfect reminders that the best picture 
books have the ability to inspire and touch something in all of us. No 

matter how old you are, or how many times you’ve read her books, 
they will charm you. We can’t help but smile when reading her books 

— charismatic, reflective, funny, thoughtful, poetic — you’ll read these 
stories so many times, they will become old friends. 




